
did the 85 to 65 law passed in oklahoma
Did the 85 to 65 law passed in Oklahoma? This question has been a topic of significant
discussion and concern among Oklahoma residents, particularly among those who are affected by
traffic regulations and public safety laws. The law in question, often referred to as the 85/65 law,
pertains to the reduction of speed limits on certain roadways, with implications for traffic safety, law
enforcement, and public opinion. This article delves into the specifics of the law, its implications, and
the broader context surrounding its passage.

Understanding the 85 to 65 Law

The 85 to 65 law was introduced as a measure aimed at enhancing road safety across Oklahoma. The
primary objective of this legislation was to reduce the maximum speed limit on certain highways
from 85 miles per hour to 65 miles per hour. This change was proposed in response to escalating
traffic accidents and fatalities, particularly on rural and interstate highways where high speeds were
often a contributing factor.

Historical Context

To grasp the full implications of the 85 to 65 law, it is essential to understand the historical context
of speed limits in Oklahoma. Over the years, Oklahoma's speed limits have fluctuated due to various
factors, including:

- Traffic Safety Statistics: Rising accident rates and fatalities on highways.
- Public Opinion: Concerns from citizens about the dangers of high-speed driving.
- Legislative Trends: National movements toward stricter traffic regulations.

The previous speed limit of 85 mph was established in a different era, reflecting a growing trend of
leniency towards high-speed driving. However, as data began to show a correlation between high
speed and increased accident rates, lawmakers recognized the need for change.

Key Features of the Law

The specifics of the 85 to 65 law include several key features that aim to improve safety on
Oklahoma's roadways:

1. Reduction of Speed Limits: The law mandates the reduction of the speed limit on designated
highways from 85 mph to 65 mph.
2. Increased Penalties for Speeding: To enforce compliance, the law also introduces increased fines
and penalties for speeding violations.
3. Enhanced Law Enforcement Training: The law includes provisions for better training for law
enforcement officers in the areas of traffic safety and accident prevention.



Implementation Timeline

The implementation of the law involves a phased approach, with specific timelines for:

- Signage Changes: Updating speed limit signs on affected roadways.
- Public Awareness Campaigns: Informing the public about the changes through media and
community outreach.
- Monitoring and Evaluation: Assessing the effectiveness of the law in reducing accidents and
improving traffic safety.

Implications of the 85 to 65 Law

The implications of the 85 to 65 law extend beyond mere speed limit changes. Here are some key
aspects to consider:

Traffic Safety

One of the primary goals of the 85 to 65 law is to enhance traffic safety. Research indicates that
lower speed limits can lead to:

- Reduced Accident Rates: Lower speeds give drivers more time to react to unforeseen
circumstances, potentially decreasing the number of accidents.
- Decreased Severity of Accidents: In the event of a collision, lower speeds often result in less severe
injuries and fatalities.

Economic Impact

The economic implications of the law are multifaceted:

- Cost of Implementation: Updating signage and enhancing law enforcement training requires
financial resources, which may impact local budgets.
- Impact on Travel Times: While the reduction in speed limits may extend travel times, proponents
argue that increased safety could reduce the overall costs associated with traffic accidents.

Public Reaction and Controversies

As with any significant legislative change, the 85 to 65 law has sparked a mix of reactions from the
public, lawmakers, and interest groups.



Support for the Law

Many Oklahoma residents and safety advocates support the law, citing:

- Improved Safety: Supporters argue that the law prioritizes public safety and reflects a necessary
step in addressing the state's traffic issues.
- Alignment with National Trends: The reduction of speed limits aligns with broader national trends
aimed at enhancing road safety.

Opposition to the Law

Conversely, some individuals and groups have expressed opposition to the law, raising concerns
such as:

- Infringement on Personal Freedom: Critics argue that the law represents government overreach
into personal driving choices.
- Economic Concerns: Some business owners worry about the potential negative impact on travel
times and logistics.

Looking Ahead: The Future of the 85 to 65 Law

As the 85 to 65 law moves forward, several factors will play a critical role in determining its
effectiveness and longevity:

1. Monitoring and Data Collection: Continuous monitoring of traffic accident rates and public
compliance will be essential to gauge the law's impact.
2. Public Sentiment: Ongoing public opinion will influence the law's acceptance and potential future
amendments.
3. Legislative Review: As with any law, periodic reviews and adjustments may be necessary to
address unforeseen consequences or areas for improvement.

Conclusion

In summary, the question of whether the 85 to 65 law passed in Oklahoma is not just about a change
in speed limits; it encompasses a broader discussion about traffic safety, legislative responsibility,
and public opinion. As the law is implemented, its success will rely on effective enforcement, public
compliance, and ongoing evaluation of its impacts on road safety. The future of Oklahoma's
roadways may very well depend on the collective efforts of lawmakers, law enforcement, and the
citizens they serve to ensure that the intended benefits of the 85 to 65 law are realized in practice.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 85 to 65 law in Oklahoma?
The 85 to 65 law in Oklahoma refers to a legislative change that allows inmates to be eligible for
parole after serving 65% of their sentence instead of the previous 85%, aimed at reducing
overcrowding in prisons.

Did the 85 to 65 law pass in Oklahoma?
Yes, the 85 to 65 law was passed by the Oklahoma legislature and signed into law, making it a
significant reform in the state's criminal justice system.

When did the 85 to 65 law take effect in Oklahoma?
The 85 to 65 law took effect on November 1, 2023, after being signed into law earlier that year.

What are the expected impacts of the 85 to 65 law on
Oklahoma's prison population?
The expected impacts include a reduction in the prison population, increased opportunities for
parole, and potential cost savings for the state in managing incarceration.

Who supported the 85 to 65 law in Oklahoma?
The 85 to 65 law garnered support from various groups, including criminal justice reform advocates,
lawmakers, and organizations concerned about prison overcrowding and rehabilitation.

Are there any criticisms of the 85 to 65 law?
Critics of the 85 to 65 law express concerns about public safety and the potential for early release of
inmates convicted of serious crimes.

How does the 85 to 65 law compare to other states' sentencing
laws?
Many states have similar laws that allow for earlier parole eligibility, but the specifics can vary
widely; Oklahoma's law is seen as part of a broader trend toward reforming harsh sentencing
practices.
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