DID THE 85 To 65 LAW PASS 2022 N)

Dip THE 85 To 65 LAW PASS 2022 NJ? THE QUESTION HAS BEEN A SIGNIFICANT TOPIC OF DISCUSSION AMONG NEW JERSEY
RESIDENTS, LAWMAKERS, AND ADVOCACY GROUPS ALIKE. THIS LEGISLATION, WHICH AIMED TO LOWER THE BLOOD ALCOHOL
CONCENTRATION (BAC) LIMIT FOR DRIVING FROM 0.08% To 0.05%, WAS INTRODUCED WITH THE INTENTION OF REDUCING
DRUNK DRIVING INCIDENTS AND ENHANCING ROAD SAFETY. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL EXPLORE THE DETAILS SURROUNDING THE
LEGISLATIVE PROCESS, PUBLIC OPINION, IMPLICATIONS OF THE LAW, AND THE CURRENT STATUS OF THE 85 To 65 LAW IN NEw
JERSEY.

UNDERSTANDING THE 85 TO 65 LAW

THE 85 To 65 LAW, ALSO KNOWN AS THE “Lower BAC BILL,” IS PART OF A BROADER INITIATIVE AIMED AT ADDRESSING THE
PERSISTENT ISSUE OF DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE (DUI) IN NEW JERSEY. THE PROPOSED LAW SOUGHT TO ADJUST THE LEGAL
THRESHOLD FOR INTOXICATION, A MOVE THAT HAS GARNERED BOTH SUPPORT AND OPPOSITION.

BACKGROUND OF THE LEGISLATION

- INTRODUCTION: THE BILL WAS INTRODUCED IN RESPONSE TO ALARMING STATISTICS REGARDING DRUNK DRIVING ACCIDENTS AND
FATALITIES IN NEW JERSEY. LAWMAKERS ARGUED THAT A LOWER BAC THRESHOLD WOULD LEAD TO SAFER ROADS AND FEWER
INCIDENTS OF IMPAIRED DRIVING.

- CURRENT LAW: UNDER EXISTING NEW JERSEY LAW, DRIVERS ARE CONSIDERED LEGALLY IMPAIRED IF THEY HAVE A BAC oF
0.089 OR HIGHER. THIS ALIGNS WITH THE NATIONAL STANDARD SET BY THE NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY
AbpMiNnisTRATION (NHTSA).

- COMPARATIVE STANDARDS: MANY COUNTRIES, INCLUDING THOSE IN EUROPE, HAVE ADOPTED STRICTER LIMITS, WITH SOME
SETTING THE THRESHOLD AS LOW AS 0.029%. PROPONENTS OF THE 85 To 65 LAW CITED THESE EXAMPLES TO BOLSTER THEIR
ARGUMENT FOR CHANGE.

PusLIC SUPPORT AND OPPOSITION

THE PROPOSED LAW RECEIVED MIXED REACTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC AND VARIOUS STAKEHOLDERS.

- SUPPORTERS:

- SAFETY ADVOCATES: ORGANIZATIONS FOCUSED ON ROAD SAFETY AND DU PREVENTION ARGUED THAT LOWERING THE BAC
LIMIT WOULD SAVE LIVES. THEY CONTENDED THAT EVEN SMALL AMOUNTS OF ALCOHOL CAN IMPAIR A DRIVER'S ABILITY TO
OPERATE A VEHICLE SAFELY.

- FAMILIES oF VICTIMS: FAMILIES OF INDIVIDUALS AFFECTED BY DRUNK DRIVING INCIDENTS EXPRESSED STRONG SUPPORT FOR THE
LEGISLATION, HOPING IT WOULD PREVENT SIMILAR TRAGEDIES IN THE FUTURE.

- OPPONENTS:

- HosPITALITY INDUSTRY: MANY IN THE RESTAURANT AND BAR INDUSTRY OPPOSED THE LAW, ARGUING IT COULD ADVERSELY
AFFECT THEIR BUSINESSES BY DISCOURAGING PATRONS FROM DINING OUT AND ENJOYING ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES.

- PERSONAL FREEDOM ADVOCATES: SOME INDIVIDUALS ARGUED THAT THE LAW INFRINGES ON PERSONAL LIBERTIES, SUGGESTING
THAT RESPONSIBLE DRINKING SHOULD NOT BE PENALIZED.

THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS

THE JOURNEY OF THE 85 TO 65 LAW THROUGH THE NE\X/JERSEY LEGISLATURE WAS COMPLEX AND INVOLVED MULTIPLE PHASES.



BiLL INTRODUCTION AND COMMITTEE HEARINGS

- INTRODUCED: THE BILL WAS INTRODUCED BY A GROUP OF BIPARTISAN LAWMAKERS DEDICATED TO IMPROVING PUBLIC SAFETY.
[T QUICKLY GAINED MEDIA ATTENTION AND SPARKED PUBLIC DEBATE.

- CoMMITTEE REVIEW: THE BILL WAS REFERRED TO THE NEW JERSEY LEGISLATURE’S TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE, WHERE IT
UNDERWENT EXTENSIVE REVIEW, INCLUDING PUBLIC HEARINGS AND EXPERT TESTIMONIES.

AMENDMENTS AND REVISIONS

DURING THE COMMITTEE HEARINGS, SEVERAL AMENDMENTS WERE PROPOSED TO ADDRESS CONCERNS RAISED BY OPPONENTS.
THESE INCLUDED:

1. INCREASED PENALTIES: PROPOSALS FOR HARSHER PENALTIES FOR REPEAT OFFENDERS.

2. EbucaTION AND AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS: SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTING CAMPAIGNS TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE
DANGERS OF DRUNK DRIVING AND THE NEW LAW.

3. ExcepTioNs FOrR CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES: DISCUSSIONS ABOUT EXCEPTIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS CONSUMING ALCOHOL IN
CONTROLLED ENVIRONMENTS, SUCH AS PRIVATE PARTIES OR EVENTS.

OuTCOME OF THE LEGISLATION

THE FATE OF THE 85 To 65 LAW WAS ULTIMATELY DETERMINED IN THE LEGISLATIVE SESSION.

VOTING RESULTS

- PROGRESSION: AFTER EXTENSIVE DEBATE AND AMENDMENTS, THE BILL WAS PUT TO A VOTE IN BOTH LEGISLATIVE CHAMBERS.
IT GARNERED SIGNIFICANT SUPPORT, BUT NOT ENOUGH TO PASS WITHOUT CONTROVERSY.

- FINAL VOTE: THE FINAL TALLY FELL SHORT OF THE NECESSARY VOTES, RESULTING IN THE BILL NOT PASSING IN THE 2022
SESSION. THE OUTCOME WAS DISAPPOINTING FOR SUPPORTERS WHO HAD WORKED DILIGENTLY FOR ITS APPROVAL.

ReEASONS FOR FAILURE

SEVERAL FACTORS CONTRIBUTED TO THE BILL'S FAILURE:

- LoBBYING EFFORTS: THE HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY LAUNCHED SIGNIFICANT LOBBYING EFFORTS AGAINST THE BILL, ARGUING
THAT IT WOULD HURT BUSINESSES AND LEAD TO JOB LOSSES.

- PusLIC BACKLASH: SOME PUBLIC OPINION POLLS INDICATED THAT A SUBSTANTIAL PORTION OF THE POPULATION WAS
OPPOSED TO THE STRICTER BAC LIMIT, FEARING IT WOULD UNFAIRLY PENALIZE RESPONSIBLE DRINKERS.

- LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES: LAWMAKERS FACED NUMEROUS COMPETING PRIORITIES IN 2022, AND SOME ARGUED THAT
COMPREHENSIVE DU| REFORM SHOULD BE TACKLED IN A MORE HOLISTIC MANNER RATHER THAN THROUGH A SINGULAR LEGISLATIVE
MEASURE.

FUTURE IMPLICATIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS

WHILE THE 85 To 65 LAW DID NOT PASS, THE CONVERSATION SURROUNDING DRUNK DRIVING LAWS IN NE\X/JERSEY REMAINS
RELEVANT.



CoNTINUED ADVOCACY FOR CHANGE

- ONGOING CAMPAIGNS: ADVOCACY GROUPS ARE LIKELY TO CONTINUE PUSHING FOR CHANGES TO THE BAC LIMIT, ESPECIALLY
IN LIGHT OF ONGOING DUI INCIDENTS.

- POTENTIAL FOR FUTURE LEGISLATION: LAWMAKERS MAY REVISIT THE ISSUE IN FUTURE SESSIONS, ESPECIALLY IF PUBLIC
SENTIMENT SHIFTS OR IF NEW DATA ON DUI INCIDENTS EMERGES.

ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS TO DRUNK DRIVING

IN THE ABSENCE OF THE 85 To 65 LAW, VARIOUS ALTERNATIVE STRATEGIES CAN BE EMPLOYED TO COMBAT DRUNK DRIVING:

- INCREASED LAW ENFORCEMENT: ENHANCED DUI CHECKPOINTS AND PATROLS DURING PEAK DRINKING TIMES (E.G., HOLIDAYS,
WEEKENDS).

- PusLic AwARENESS CAMPAIGNS: INITIATIVES TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE DANGERS OF DRUNK DRIVING AND THE
IMPORTANCE OF DESIGNATED DRIVERS.

- RIDE-SHARING SERVICES: PROMOTING THE USE OF RIDE-SHARING APPS AS SAFE ALTERNATIVES TO DRIVING UNDER THE
INFLUENCE.

CoNCLUSION

IN CONCLUSION, THE QUESTION OF DID THE 85 To 65 LAW PASS 2022 NJP IS MET WITH A DEFINITIVE ANSWER: IT DID NOT.
DESPITE THE EFFORTS OF LAWMAKERS AND ADVOCACY GROUPS, THE LEGISLATION FACED SIGNIFICANT OPPOSITION AND
ULTIMATELY FAILED TO GARNER ENOUGH SUPPORT FOR PASSAGE. HOWEVER, THE DISCUSSIONS IGNITED BY THIS PROPOSAL
HIGHLIGHT THE ONGOING NEED FOR EFFECTIVE MEASURES TO REDUCE DRUNK DRIVING AND ENHANCE ROAD SAFETY IN NEW JERSEY.
THE FUTURE MAY BRING RENEWED EFFORTS AND ALTERNATIVE STRATEGIES TO ADDRESS THIS CRITICAL PUBLIC SAFETY ISSUE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE 85 TO 65 LAW IN NEW JERSEY?

THE 85 To 65 LAW IN NEW JERSEY REFERS TO A LEGISLATIVE CHANGE THAT AIMS TO REDUCE THE MAXIMUM SPEED LIMIT ON
CERTAIN HIGHWAYS FROM 85 MPH TO 65 MPH TO IMPROVE ROAD SAFETY.

Dib THE 85 TO 65 LAW PASS IN NEw Jersey IN 2022?

YEs, THE 85 To 65 LAW WAS PASSED IN NEW JERSEY IN 2022, OFFICIALLY LOWERING THE SPEED LIMIT ON DESIGNATED
HIGHWAYS.

WHAT WAS THE MAIN REASON FOR PROPOSING THE 85 To 65 LAW?

THE MAIN REASON FOR PROPOSING THE 85 TO 65 LAW WAS TO ENHANCE ROAD SAFETY, REDUCE ACCIDENT RATES, AND
PROMOTE SAFER DRIVING BEHAVIORS AMONG MOTORISTS.

How HAS THE puBLIC REACTED TO THE 85 To 65 LAW IN NEW JERSEY?

PUBLIC REACTION HAS BEEN MIXED, SOME SUPPORT THE LAW FOR SAFETY REASONS, WHILE OTHERS ARGUE IT MAY LEAD TO
INCREASED TRAVEL TIMES AND FRUSTRATION FOR DRIVERS.



\WHEN DID THE 85 TO 65 LAW TAKE EFFECT IN NEW JERSEY?

THE 85 To 65 LAW TOOK EFFECT ON JANUARY 1, 2023, FOLLOWING ITS PASSAGE IN 2022.

ARE THERE ANY EXCEPTIONS TO THE 85 TO 65 LAW IN NEW JERSEY?

YES, CERTAIN AREAS SUCH AS CONSTRUCTION ZONES AND SPECIFIC LOCAL ROADS MAY HAVE DIFFERENT SPEED LIMITS THAT
COULD BE LOWER THAN 65 MPH.

\WHAT ARE THE PENALTIES FOR VIOLATING THE 85 TO 65 speep LIMIT IN NEW JERSEY?

PENALTIES FOR VIOLATING THE SPEED LIMIT UNDER THE 85 To 65 LAW INCLUDE FINES, POINTS ON THE DRIVER'S LICENSE, AND
POTENTIAL INCREASES IN INSURANCE RATES.
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