dictionary of the older scottish tongue

Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue serves as a crucial resource for understanding the rich
linguistic heritage of Scotland. It captures the nuances and variations of the Scots language, which
has evolved over centuries. This article delves into the significance, history, structure, and usage of
the Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue, shedding light on its impact on Scottish culture and
identity.

Understanding the Scots Language

The Scots language is a Germanic language that has its roots in Old English and shares a historical
connection with the English language. While it is often seen as a dialect of English, many linguists
argue that it is a distinct language in its own right. Scots has several regional varieties, each with its
own unique characteristics, vocabulary, and pronunciation. The language has been an integral part
of Scottish identity, literature, and culture.

Historical Context

The development of Scots can be traced back to the early medieval period when it began to diverge
from Old English. The language flourished during the Middle Ages and into the Renaissance, as seen
in the works of prominent Scottish writers such as Robert Burns and Sir Walter Scott. However, with
the rise of Standard English and the political dominance of England, Scots began to face decline,
leading to a need for documentation and preservation.

The Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue: An
Overview

The Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue (DOST) was compiled by a team of scholars led by
William Grant and was first published in 1931, with the last volume appearing in 2001. It aims to
document the Scots language as it was used from the 12th century to the 17th century,
encompassing a wide range of dialects and usages.

Purpose and Scope

The primary purpose of DOST is to provide a comprehensive lexical resource for scholars, linguists,
and anyone interested in the Scots language. The dictionary covers:

e Words and phrases from a variety of texts, including poetry, prose, and legal documents.

» Regional variations and dialectal differences within Scots.



e Historical usage of words, giving context to their evolution and significance.

The dictionary is an invaluable tool for understanding not just the language itself but also the
cultural and historical contexts in which it was used.

Structure and Features of DOST

DOST is structured similarly to other dictionaries, but it contains unique features that set it apart:

Alphabetical Arrangement

The entries in DOST are organized alphabetically, making it easy for users to find specific words.
Each entry typically includes:

- The word itself

- Part of speech

- Phonetic pronunciation

- Definitions

- Examples of usage from historical texts

Historical Citations

A distinguishing characteristic of DOST is its extensive use of historical citations. Each entry is often
accompanied by quotations from various sources, providing evidence of the word's usage in its
historical context. This feature not only enriches the understanding of the word but also illustrates
the evolution of the Scots language.

Cross-referencing

DOST includes cross-references to related words and phrases, enabling users to explore connections
between terms. This feature enhances the user's understanding of the language and its intricacies.

Importance of the Dictionary

The Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue plays a vital role in several areas:



Cultural Preservation

DOST is essential for the preservation of Scottish linguistic heritage. By documenting the language,
it helps to maintain a connection to Scotland's past, allowing future generations to appreciate and
engage with their cultural identity.

Academic Research

The dictionary is a significant resource for researchers and scholars studying Scottish literature,
history, and linguistics. It provides insights into the language used by historical figures and the
linguistic landscape of Scotland during different periods.

Language Revitalization

In recent years, there has been a renewed interest in the Scots language, with various initiatives
aimed at revitalizing its use in schools, literature, and everyday life. DOST serves as a foundational
resource for this movement, providing essential vocabulary and context for educators and language
learners.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its importance, the Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue faces several challenges:

Accessibility

DOST, being a historical dictionary, is not as accessible as modern online dictionaries. Many users
may find it challenging to navigate due to its extensive historical focus and the complexity of some
Scots words.

Comprehensiveness

While DOST aims to be comprehensive, the vastness of the Scots language means that some words
and phrases may not be included. This limitation can hinder research and understanding for those
seeking specific terms.

Modern Relevance

As Scots continues to evolve, some argue that DOST may not fully reflect contemporary usage. The



challenge lies in balancing the preservation of historical language with the need to document
modern Scots.

Conclusion

The Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue stands as a testament to the richness and diversity of
the Scots language. It serves not only as a linguistic resource but also as a cultural artifact that
captures the essence of Scotland's historical and literary heritage. By preserving the words and
phrases that shaped Scottish identity, DOST plays a pivotal role in fostering a deeper understanding
of the Scots language and its significance in today's world.

As interest in Scots continues to grow, the Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue remains an
essential tool for scholars, educators, and enthusiasts alike, ensuring that the legacy of this unique
language endures for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue'?

The 'Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue' (DOST) is a comprehensive dictionary that documents
the Scots language, particularly its older forms from the 12th to the 17th centuries. It provides
definitions, etymologies, and examples of usage from historical texts.

Why is the 'Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue' important
for linguistic studies?

DOST is crucial for linguistic studies as it preserves the rich history of the Scots language,
showcasing its evolution and influence on modern English. It serves as a vital resource for
researchers, historians, and anyone interested in the cultural heritage of Scotland.

How can I access the 'Dictionary of the Older Scottish
Tongue'?

The 'Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue' is available online through various academic resources
and digital libraries. Many universities and linguistic organizations offer free access to its entries for
public use.

What are some unique features of the 'Dictionary of the Older
Scottish Tongue'?

Unique features of DOST include its historical citations, which provide context for the words used in
literature of the time, and its comprehensive coverage of dialect variations, offering insights into
regional differences within the Scots language.



How does the DOST differentiate between Scots and Scottish
English?

The DOST specifically focuses on Scots, which is a distinct language with its own grammar and
vocabulary, while Scottish English is a form of English influenced by Scots. DOST highlights the
nuances and differences between the two, particularly in historical context.
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