DICTIONARY OF LOST WORDS BOOK CLUB QUESTIONS

DicTIONARY OF LOST W/ ORDS IS A CAPTIVATING NOVEL BY PIP W/ILLIAMS THAT EXPLORES THE POWER OF LANGUAGE, THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF WORDS, AND THE ROLES THEY PLAY IN SHAPING OUR REALITY. THE STORY UNFOLDS DURING THE EARLY 20TH
CENTURY, A TIME WHEN WOMEN WERE FIGHTING FOR THEIR RIGHTS, AND WORDS WERE BEING METICULOUSLY CATALOGED IN THE
OxFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY. AS A BOOK CLUB SELECTION, DICTIONARY OF LOST W/ ORDS OFFERS A WEALTH OF THEMES,
CHARACTERS, AND DISCUSSION POINTS THAT CAN LEAD TO DEEP CONVERSATIONS. BELOW ARE SOME THOUGHT-PROVOKING
BOOK CLUB QUESTIONS DESIGNED TO ENHANCE YOUR READING EXPERIENCE AND STIMULATE ENGAGING DISCUSSIONS.

UNDERSTANDING THE T HEMES

1. LANGUAGE AND POWER

- How DOES THE NOVEL ILLUSTRATE THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LANGUAGE AND POWER DYNAMICS?

- CAN YOU IDENTIFY MOMENTS IN THE BOOK WHERE LANGUAGE IS USED TO EMPOWER OR DISEMPOWER CHARACTERS?

- DISCUSS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TITLE, DICTIONARY OF LOST W ORDS. WHAT DO YOU THINK THE “LOST WORDS”
SYMBOLIZE IN THE CONTEXT OF THE STORY?

2. GENDER ROLES

- How DOES THE PORTRAYAL OF FEMALE CHARACTERS IN THE NOVEL REFLECT THE SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS OF WOMEN DURING
THE TIME PERIOD?

- WHAT ROLE DOES ESME’S RELATIONSHIP WITH HER FATHER PLAY IN HER UNDERSTANDING OF HER IDENTITY AND HER QUEST FOR
KNOWLEDGE?

- IN WHAT WAYS DOES THE AUTHOR CHALLENGE TRADITIONAL GENDER ROLES THROUGH THE CHARACTERS’ ACTIONS AND
CHOICES?

3. THe IMPACT oF W AR

- ExPLORE HOW W ORLD W AR | INFLUENCES THE NARRATIVE AND THE CHARACTERS.
- WHAT ARE SOME SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF HOW THE WAR AFFECTS THE LIVES OF THE CHARACTERS, PARTICULARLY Esme?
- How DOES THE WAR SERVE AS A BACKDROP FOR THE EXPLORATION OF LOSS AND CHANGE IN THE NOVEL?

CHARACTER ANALYSIS

4. EsMe NicoLL

- WHAT ARE ESME’S PRIMARY MOTIVATIONS THROUGHOUT THE NOVEL? HOW DO THEY EVOLVE?
- Discuss ESME’S RELATIONSHIP WITH WORDS. HOW DOES HER UNDERSTANDING OF LANGUAGE DIFFER FROM THOSE AROUND HER?
- How DO HER EXPERIENCES SHAPE HER PERSPECTIVE ON THE WORLD AND HER ROLE WITHIN [T?

5. THE OTHER CHARACTERS

- CHOOSE ONE SUPPORTING CHARACTER (E.G., LIZZIE, HER FATHER, OR THE LEXICOGRAPHERS) AND ANALYZE THEIR SIGNIFICANCE
IN THE STORY.

- How DO THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN ESME AND OTHER CHARACTERS ENHANCE THE THEMES OF THE NOVEL?

- DIscuss THE ROLE OF THE LEXICOGRAPHERS IN THE NARRATIVE. HOW DO THEY CONTRIBUTE TO THE OVERALL MESSAGE ABOUT



LANGUAGE AND ITS EVOLUTION?

EXPLORING THE SETTING

6. HisToricaL CONTEXT

- How DOES THE SETTING OF THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY IMPACT THE STORY?

- Discuss HOW THE SOCIETAL CHANGES HAPPENING DURING THIS TIME INFLUENCE THE CHARACTERS’ LIVES AND CHOICES.
- WHAT HISTORICAL EVENTS OR MOVEMENTS ARE REFERENCED IN THE BOOK? HOW DO THEY ENHANCE THE READER’S
UNDERSTANDING OF THE CHARACTERS’ STRUGGLES?

7. THE PHYSICAL AND EMOTIONAL SPACES

- How DOES THE PHYSICAL SPACE OF THE SCRIPTORIUM CONTRIBUTE TO THE NARRATIVE?

- DIscuss THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE VARIOUS SETTINGS (E.G‘, EsmE’s HOME, THE SCRIPTORIUM, AND THE STREETS OF OXFORD)
IN SHAPING THE CHARACTERS’ EXPERIENCES.

- IN WHAT WAYS DO THE EMOTIONAL LANDSCAPES OF THE CHARACTERS REFLECT THEIR PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENTS?

SyMBoOLS AND MOTIFS

8. THE SyMBOLISM oF W ORDS

- WHAT ROLE DO WORDS PLAY AS SYMBOLS THROUGHOUT THE NOVEL?

- IDENTIFY SPECIFIC INSTANCES WHERE A WORD OR PHRASE HOLDS SPECIAL MEANING FOR A CHARACTER. HOW DOES THIS IMPACT
THEIR JOURNEY?

- DIsCuss THE CONCEPT OF “LOST WORDS.” W/HAT DO THEY REPRESENT IN TERMS OF MEMORY, IDENTITY, AND HISTORY?

Q. NATURE AND THE GARDEN

- How DOES NATURE SERVE AS A MOTIF IN THE NOVEL?
- DiIscuss THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE GARDEN IN RELATION TO ESME’S DEVELOPMENT AND HER RELATIONSHIP WITH HER MOTHER.
- WHAT PARALLELS CAN BE DRAWN BETWEEN THE GROWTH OF PLANTS AND ESME’S OWN JOURNEY THROUGHOUT THE STORY?

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS

10. CoNNeCTION TO YOUrR OWN LIFE

- HAVE YOU EVER EXPERIENCED A MOMENT WHERE A SPECIFIC WORD OR PHRASE HAD A PROFOUND IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE? SHARE
YOUR EXPERIENCE.

- How DO YOU RELATE TO ESME’S QUEST FOR KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF LANGUAGE?

- IN WHAT WAYS DO YOU THINK THE THEMES OF THE NOVEL RESONATE WITH CONTEMPORARY ISSUES REGARDING LANGUAGE AND
IDENTITY?



11. EMOTIONAL IMPACT

- W/HICH MOMENTS IN THE BOOK STOOD OUT TO YOU EMOTIONALLY? W/HY?
- How DID THE AUTHOR’S WRITING STYLE INFLUENCE YOUR CONNECTION TO THE CHARACTERS AND THEIR JOURNEYS?
- DID YOU FIND ANY PARTS OF THE BOOK PARTICULARLY CHALLENGING OR ENLIGHTENING? DISCUSS YOUR THOUGHTS.

BROADER IMPLICATIONS

12. LANGUAGE IN SOCIETY

- How DOES THE NOVEL PROMPT DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE SIGNIFICANCE OF LANGUAGE IN OUR LIVES TODAY?

- WHAT PARALLELS CAN YOU DRAW BETWEEN THE BOOK’S EXPLORATION OF LANGUAGE AND CURRENT DEBATES AROUND
INCLUSIVITY IN LANGUAGE?

- DIscuss THE IDEA OF “LOST WORDS” IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY. ARE THERE WORDS OR PHRASES YOU FEEL SHOULD BE
REVIVED OR PRESERVED?

13. THE EVOLUTION oF LANGUAGE

- IN WHAT WAYS DOES THE NOVEL ILLUSTRATE THE EVOLUTION OF LANGUAGE OVER TIME?
- How DO YOU SEE THE IMPACT OF TECHNOLOGY ON LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION IN TODAY’S WORLD?
- WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE PRESERVATION OF LANGUAGE AND DIALECTS THAT MAY BE FADING?

CoNcCLUSION

THE DICTIONARY OF LOST \WORDS SERVES NOT ONLY AS A NARRATIVE ABOUT THE POWER OF LANGUAGE BUT ALSO AS A
PROFOUND EXPLORATION OF IDENTITY, GENDER, AND THE SOCIETAL CHANGES OF ITS TIME. THE QUESTIONS ABOVE ARE DESIGNED
TO GUIDE YOUR BOOK CLUB DISCUSSIONS, ENCOURAGING PARTICIPANTS TO DELVE DEEP INTO THE NOVEL’S THEMES,
CHARACTERS, AND IMPLICATIONS. ENGAGING WITH THESE QUESTIONS WILL NOT ONLY ENHANCE YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE
BOOK BUT ALSO FOSTER MEANINGFUL CONVERSATIONS ABOUT THE ROLE OF WORDS IN OUR LIVES, BOTH IN THE PAST AND THE
PRESENT. HAPPY READING!

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT THEMES ARE EXPLORED IN ‘THE DICTIONARY OF LosT Worps'?

THE NOVEL EXPLORES THEMES OF LANGUAGE, GENDER, POWER, AND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF WORDS IN SHAPING IDENTITY AND
CULTURE.

How DOES THE CONCEPT OF ‘LOST WORDS' RELATE TO THE CHARACTERS' EXPERIENCES
IN THE BOOK?

THE LOST WORDS SYMBOLIZE THE VOICES AND STORIES OF MARGINALIZED GROUPS, PARTICULARLY WOMEN, HIGHLIGHTING HOW
LANGUAGE CAN EXCLUDE AND EMPOWER.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SETTING IN THE BOOK?

THE SETTING, PRIMARILY DURING THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, REFLECTS THE SOCIETAL CHANGES AROUND WOMEN'S RIGHTS AND
THE EVOLVING NATURE OF LANGUAGE AND DICTIONARIES.



How DOES THE PROTAGONIST’'S RELATIONSHIP WITH HER FATHER INFLUENCE HER
JOURNEY?

HER FATHER'S ROLE AS A LEXICOGRAPHER INSTILLS IN HER A PASSION FOR WORDS, BUT ALSO CREATES A CONFLICT BETWEEN HER
PERSONAL ASPIRATIONS AND SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS.

\WHAT ROLE DOES THE CONCEPT OF MEMORY PLAY IN ‘THE DICTIONARY OF LosT
YW orps’?

MEMORY IS CRUCIAL AS IT CONNECTS CHARACTERS TO THEIR PAST, INFLUENCES THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF LANGUAGE, AND
UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF PRESERVING LOST WORDS AND MEANINGS.

IN WHAT WAYS DOES THE BOOK ADDRESS THE INTERSECTION OF LANGUAGE AND
IDENTITY?

THE BOOK EXAMINES HOW LANGUAGE SHAPES PERSONAL AND CULTURAL IDENTITY, PARTICULARLY THROUGH THE LENS OF
WOMEN'S EXPERIENCES AND THE RECLAMATION OF LOST WORDS.

How CAN BOOK CLUBS ENCOURAGE DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF
THE NOVEL?

Book CLUBS CAN FACILITATE DISCUSSIONS BY EXPLORING THE HISTORICAL EVENTS OF THE TIME, SUCH AS THE SUFFRAGE
MOVEMENT, AND HOW THEY RELATE TO THE CHARACTERS' STRUGGLES AND LANGUAGE.

W/HAT QUESTIONS MIGHT READERS ASK ABOUT THE ENDING OF 'THE DICTIONARY OF
LosT Worps'?

READERS MAY QUESTION WHETHER THE RESOLUTION OF THE PROTAGONIST/S_JOURNEY REFLECTS A BROADER COMMENTARY ON
THE IMPORTANCE OF PRESERVING VOICES AND STORIES IN LANGUAGE.
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