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Introduction to Dharma Bums by Jack Kerouac

Dharma Bums, published in 1958, is a seminal work by the American author Jack Kerouac, who is
often associated with the Beat Generation. This novel is not just a narrative but a philosophical
exploration of existential questions, the search for meaning, and the pursuit of spiritual
enlightenment. Through the lens of his semi-autobiographical characters, Kerouac delves into
themes of nature, friendship, and the quest for authenticity in a rapidly changing post-war America.

The Context of Dharma Bums

The Beat Generation

To fully appreciate Dharma Bums, it is vital to understand the context in which it was written. The
Beat Generation emerged in the 1950s as a literary and cultural movement that rejected traditional
values and explored alternative lifestyles. Key figures included Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg, and
William S. Burroughs, who sought to challenge societal norms through their writings and personal
lives.


