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Introduction to D.H. Lawrence's "The Rocking-Horse
Winner"

D.H. Lawrence's "The Rocking-Horse Winner" is a poignant short story that delves into the
themes of materialism, desire, and the quest for love and approval. First published in 1926, this
narrative explores the complexities of family relationships and the psychological impact of societal
pressures. Lawrence’s use of symbolism and his unique narrative style make this tale a compelling
read that resonates with many readers, even today.

Overview of the Plot

The story revolves around a young boy named Paul, who becomes increasingly aware of the financial
struggles faced by his family. His mother, Hester, is portrayed as a woman who is never satisfied with
her life and perpetually desires more wealth and status. This desire creates a palpable tension in the
household.

Paul discovers that he possesses an unusual ability to predict the winners of horse races while riding
his beloved rocking horse. He believes that if he can win enough money, he can buy his mother’s love
and approval. This quest leads him down a dark path, ultimately culminating in tragic consequences.

Key Characters

- Paul: The protagonist of the story, a sensitive and intelligent boy who seeks to fulfill his mother’s
desires.
- Hester: Paul’s mother, characterized by her insatiable hunger for wealth. She is emotionally distant
and often neglectful of Paul’s needs.
- Father: A largely absent figure in the narrative, representing the economic struggles of the family.
- Uncle Oscar: Paul’s uncle, who becomes a key player in Paul’s gambling ventures.

Themes Explored in the Story

D.H. Lawrence’s "The Rocking-Horse Winner" intricately weaves several themes throughout the
narrative, each contributing to the overall message of the story.

Materialism and the Pursuit of Wealth



One of the most prominent themes in the story is the critique of materialism. Hester’s obsession with
wealth is infectious, creating an atmosphere where love and affection are contingent upon financial
success. Lawrence illustrates how this relentless pursuit of money can lead to emotional detachment
and dissatisfaction.

- Consequences of Materialism: The story serves as a cautionary tale about the emptiness of valuing
possessions over relationships. Hester’s inability to find happiness, despite her wealth, underscores
the futility of her desires.

The Quest for Love and Approval

Paul’s journey can be interpreted as a desperate quest for his mother’s love. He equates financial
success with emotional fulfillment, believing that winning money will make him worthy of Hester’s
affection.

- Childhood Innocence vs. Adult Desires: The story highlights the stark contrast between Paul’s
innocent desire for love and the adult world’s preoccupation with wealth. Paul’s tragic fate raises
questions about the lengths one might go to seek validation and acceptance.

The Symbolism of the Rocking Horse

The rocking horse itself is a powerful symbol in the story. It represents both childhood innocence and
the darker aspects of obsession.

- A Means of Escape: For Paul, the rocking horse is not just a toy but a means of escape from the
harsh realities of his family life. It allows him to enter a world where he feels powerful and in control.
- The Price of Obsession: As Paul becomes more consumed by his ability to predict horse race
winners, the rocking horse transforms into a symbol of his deteriorating mental state. His obsession
ultimately leads to his downfall, suggesting that unchecked desires can have devastating
consequences.

Literary Devices and Style

D.H. Lawrence employs various literary devices that enhance the narrative and deepen its themes.

Imagery and Symbolism

Lawrence’s use of vivid imagery helps to create a strong emotional connection between the reader
and the characters. The descriptions of the rocking horse and the family home evoke a sense of
unease and tension. The juxtaposition of Paul's innocent play and the grim reality of his family’s
financial struggles is striking.



Irony

Irony permeates the story, particularly in the way Paul’s efforts to please his mother ultimately lead to
his demise. Despite winning significant amounts of money, he is unable to gain his mother’s love. This
irony underscores the futility of seeking approval through material means.

Point of View

The story is narrated from a third-person omniscient perspective, allowing readers to gain insight into
the thoughts and feelings of multiple characters. This narrative style enhances the emotional depth of
the story, particularly in understanding Paul’s internal struggles.

Conclusion: The Lasting Impact of "The Rocking-Horse
Winner"

D.H. Lawrence's "The Rocking-Horse Winner" remains a timeless exploration of the complexities of
human relationships and the impact of societal expectations. Through the story of Paul and his
relentless pursuit of wealth and approval, Lawrence offers a critical commentary on the dangers of
materialism and the emotional toll it can take on individuals and families.

The story serves as a reminder that true fulfillment comes not from financial success but from
genuine connections and love. As readers reflect on Paul’s tragic fate, they are left to ponder the
costs of their own desires and the true meaning of happiness.

In a world that often prioritizes material wealth, Lawrence's narrative continues to resonate, urging us
to examine the values we uphold and the relationships we nurture. "The Rocking-Horse Winner"
stands as a testament to the enduring nature of literature, capable of provoking thought and
discussion long after its publication.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in D.H. Lawrence's 'The
Rocking-Horse Winner'?
The main themes include the destructive nature of materialism, the quest for love and approval, and
the impact of societal expectations on family dynamics.

How does D.H. Lawrence use symbolism in 'The Rocking-Horse
Winner'?
The rocking horse itself symbolizes the protagonist's desperate attempt to gain his mother's love and
approval, while money symbolizes the unattainable happiness and security that the family craves.



What role does the character of Paul play in 'The Rocking-
Horse Winner'?
Paul is the young boy whose desire to win money through betting on horse races stems from his need
to win his mother's affection, highlighting the pressures children face in seeking parental approval.

How does the story reflect the influence of early 20th-century
society on personal relationships?
The story reflects early 20th-century society's obsession with wealth and social status, illustrating how
these societal pressures can distort personal relationships and lead to emotional disconnection within
families.

What is the significance of the phrase 'There must be more
money!' in the story?
This phrase encapsulates the central conflict of the narrative, emphasizing the family's insatiable
desire for wealth and the emotional void it creates, ultimately driving Paul to tragic lengths to fulfill
this need.

How does D.H. Lawrence portray the relationship between
Paul and his mother in 'The Rocking-Horse Winner'?
Lawrence portrays a strained and complex relationship between Paul and his mother, characterized
by Paul's longing for her love and approval, which she equates with financial success, leading to a
cycle of disappointment and obsession.
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