
dh lawrence odour of chrysanthemums
Odour of Chrysanthemums is one of D.H. Lawrence's most celebrated short stories, first
published in 1925 in his collection "England, My England." This poignant narrative
explores themes of love, loss, and the stark realities of life, encapsulated in a single
evening that unfolds in a coal-mining village in England. Through the lens of a young
woman named Elizabeth Bates, Lawrence delves into the complexities of relationships and
the emotional turmoil that accompanies the human experience.

Plot Overview

The story centers around Elizabeth Bates, a coal miner's wife, who is waiting for her
husband, Walter, to return home from work. The narrative unfolds in the backdrop of a
mining community, where the scent of chrysanthemums symbolizes both beauty and the
harsh realities of life. As Elizabeth waits, her thoughts drift between her daily
responsibilities and her feelings for her husband. The story takes a somber turn when
Walter's absence is revealed to be permanent, leading to a profound exploration of grief.

Setting and Atmosphere

The setting of "Odour of Chrysanthemums" plays a crucial role in establishing the mood of
the story. The industrial backdrop of a mining town, with its dark, oppressive nature,
reflects the inner turmoil of the characters. Key elements include:

- The Mine: A symbol of danger and death, the mine represents the struggles faced by the
working class. It is a place of toil and despair, which ultimately leads to Walter's tragic
fate.
- The Home: Elizabeth’s home is filled with the scent of chrysanthemums, which serves as
a contrast to the harshness of her reality. The flowers symbolize beauty and transience,
mirroring Elizabeth's fleeting moments of happiness.

The juxtaposition of the fragrant flowers with the grim circumstances of the characters
creates a powerful atmosphere that resonates throughout the story.

Character Analysis

D.H. Lawrence’s characters are meticulously crafted, each representing different facets of
human emotion and societal roles.

Elizabeth Bates



Elizabeth Bates is the protagonist whose internal struggles form the crux of the narrative.
Her character can be analyzed through various lenses:

- Maternal Instinct: Elizabeth's dedication to her children is evident as she balances her
duties as a mother with her worrying thoughts about her husband. Her emotional labor
highlights the sacrifices women make in a patriarchal society.
- Emotional Complexity: Elizabeth experiences a range of emotions throughout the story,
from anticipation to despair. Her relationship with Walter is marked by both love and
frustration, showcasing the complexities of marital life.
- Symbol of Resilience: Despite her grief, Elizabeth embodies resilience. Her ability to
confront the harsh realities of life, even in the face of tragedy, makes her a relatable and
poignant character.

Walter Bates

Walter Bates, Elizabeth’s husband, serves as a representation of the working-class man.
His character is explored more through Elizabeth’s memories and reactions than through
direct interaction.

- The Archetypal Miner: Walter is portrayed as a typical miner, caught in the cycle of labor
and danger. His choice to work in the mines reflects societal expectations and economic
necessity.
- Complex Relationship with Elizabeth: Walter’s absence is not just physical but also
emotional. Elizabeth often feels disconnected from him, highlighting the strains of their
marriage that go beyond mere physical presence.

Thematic Exploration

"Odour of Chrysanthemums" is rich in themes that resonate deeply with readers. The story
examines the following key themes:

Love and Loss

The central theme of love is intricately woven into the fabric of the narrative. Elizabeth's
love for Walter is palpable, yet it is shadowed by the impending loss. The story poignantly
depicts how love can be both a source of joy and sorrow. The loss of Walter serves as a
catalyst for Elizabeth's transformation, forcing her to confront the reality of her situation.

Class Struggle and Society

Lawrence's portrayal of the working-class experience is both empathetic and critical. The
story sheds light on the struggles faced by miners and their families, highlighting the
social and economic disparities of the time. The oppressive environment of the mining



community serves as a backdrop to the personal tragedy of the Bates family, reflecting the
broader societal issues.

Isolation and Alienation

Isolation is a recurring motif in the story, as Elizabeth grapples with her feelings of
loneliness and despair. Despite being surrounded by her children, she feels a profound
sense of alienation from Walter, who is physically absent and emotionally distant. This
theme underscores the emotional disconnect that can occur in relationships, particularly
in the face of societal pressures.

Symbolism in the Story

Lawrence's use of symbolism enriches the narrative, adding layers of meaning to the text.

Chrysanthemums

The titular flowers symbolize beauty, transience, and the fragility of life. They are a
reminder of the fleeting moments of joy in Elizabeth's life, contrasting sharply with the
harshness of her reality. The scent of the chrysanthemums becomes a poignant reminder
of her love for Walter and the life they shared, making their absence even more profound.

The Mine

The mine serves as a powerful symbol of danger and mortality. It represents the sacrifices
made by the working class and the ever-present threat of death that looms over their lives.
Walter's fate is a direct consequence of this perilous environment, emphasizing the story's
exploration of the human condition in the face of societal constraints.

Conclusion

D.H. Lawrence's "Odour of Chrysanthemums" is a masterful exploration of love, loss, and
the complexities of human relationships set against the backdrop of a coal-mining
community. Through the characters of Elizabeth and Walter Bates, Lawrence delves into
the emotional and social struggles of the working class, offering a poignant commentary
on the human experience.

The story's rich symbolism, atmospheric setting, and intricate characterizations make it a
timeless piece that resonates with readers across generations. As Elizabeth confronts the
duality of beauty and despair, the scent of chrysanthemums lingers as a reminder of both
love lost and the enduring strength of the human spirit. Through this narrative, Lawrence



invites us to reflect on the fragility of life and the profound impact of love and loss, making
"Odour of Chrysanthemums" a significant work in the canon of modern literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in D.H. Lawrence's
'Odour of Chrysanthemums'?
The main themes include the complexities of marriage, the impact of industrialization, the
nature of life and death, and the search for meaning and connection in human
relationships.

How does D.H. Lawrence use symbolism in 'Odour of
Chrysanthemums'?
Lawrence uses chrysanthemums as a symbol of both beauty and decay, representing the
fleeting nature of life and the bittersweet aspects of love and loss.

What is the significance of the setting in 'Odour of
Chrysanthemums'?
The setting in a coal mining village reflects the harsh realities of working-class life and
serves as a backdrop for the personal struggles of the characters, highlighting themes of
isolation and despair.

How does the character of Elizabeth Bates evolve
throughout the story?
Elizabeth Bates undergoes significant emotional transformation; initially portrayed as a
dutiful wife, she confronts her feelings of resentment and sorrow as she grapples with her
husband's absence and the realities of her life.

What role does the concept of death play in 'Odour of
Chrysanthemums'?
Death serves as a central motif that prompts reflection on the fragility of life, the
inevitability of loss, and the impact of death on personal relationships, particularly in how
Elizabeth reevaluates her marriage in light of her husband's demise.

How does Lawrence's writing style contribute to the
overall mood of 'Odour of Chrysanthemums'?
Lawrence's use of vivid imagery and rich sensory details creates a poignant and
melancholic mood, immersing readers in the emotional landscape of the characters and



enhancing the themes of longing and regret.
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