DETOURS A DECOLONIAL GUIDE TO HAWAII

DeToUrS: A DEcoLoNIAL GUIDE TO HAWAII OFFERS A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON NAVIGATING THE RICH CULTURAL LANDSCAPE OF
THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. THIS GUIDE SEEKS TO ILLUMINATE THE COMPLEXITIES OF HAWAII'S HISTORY, CULTURE, AND IDENTITY
WHILE ENCOURAGING RESPECTFUL AND MINDFUL EXPLORATION. BY ADOPTING A DECOLONIAL LENS, TRAVELERS CAN ENGAGE MORE
AUTHENTICALLY WITH THE LAND AND ITS PEOPLE, UNDERSTANDING THAT HAWAII IS NOT JUST A PARADISE FOR TOURISTS BUT A
LIVING CULTURE WITH DEEP ROOTS AND SIGNIFICANT HISTORIES.

THe HisToricAL CONTEXT OF HAWAII

To APPRECIATE THE BEAUTY OF HA\X/AII, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTAND ITS HISTORICAL CONTEXT. THE ISLANDS HAVE A
LONG AND RICH HISTORY THAT PREDATES EUROPEAN CONTACT.

THe PoLYNESIAN HERITAGE

HAWAI'S FIRST INHABITANTS WERE POLYNESIANS WHO ARRIVED IN DOUBLE-HULLED CANOES AROUND ],500 YEARS AGO. THEY
BROUGHT WITH THEM THEIR CUSTOMS, LANGUAGE, AND AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES. SOME KEY ASPECTS OF THIS HERITAGE
INCLUDE!:

1. NAVIGATION SKILLS: POLYNESIANS WERE EXCEPTIONAL NAVIGATORS WHO USED THE STARS, OCEAN CURRENTS, AND BIRD
MIGRATIONS TO TRAVERSE VAST DISTANCES ACROSS THE PACIFIC.

2. “AINA AND KULEANA: THE CONCEPT OF ‘AINA (LAND) IS CENTRAL TO HAWAIIAN CULTURE. EVERY PERSON HAS A KULEANA
(RESPONSIBILITY) TO CARE FOR THE LAND AND ITS RESOURCES.

3. TRADITIONAL PRACTICES: MANY CUSTOMS, SUCH AS HULA AND THE ART OF LEI-MAKING, STEM FROM THIS RICH HERITAGE AND
CONTINUE TO BE PRACTICED TODAY.

CoLONIZATION AND ITS IMPACT

THE ARRIVAL OF EUROPEAN EXPLORERS IN THE LATE 18TH CENTURY MARKED THE BEGINNING OF SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN HAWAII.
KEY EVENTS INCLUDE:

- CAPTAIN Cook’s ARRIVAL: IN 1778, CAPTAIN JAMES COOK BECAME THE FIRST EUROPEAN TO VISIT HAWAII, SPARKING
TRADE AND CULTURAL EXCHANGES, ALONG WITH DISEASE OUTBREAKS THAT DECIMATED THE NATIVE POPULATION.

- THE OVERTHROW OF THE MONARCHY: IN 1893, THE HAW AIIAN MONARCHY WAS OVERTHROWN BY AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN
AND SUGAR PLANTERS, LEADING TO THE ANNEXATION OF HAWAII BY THE UNITED STATES IN 1898.

- STATEHOOD AND CULTURAL ERASURE: HAWAII BECAME THE S5OTH STATE OF THE U.S. IN 1959, BUT MANY NATIVE
HAWAIIAN TRADITIONS AND LANGUAGES WERE SUPPRESSED DURING THIS PERIOD.

UNDERSTANDING DECOLONIZATION

DECOLONIZATION INVOLVES RECOGNIZING AND ADDRESSING THE HISTORICAL INJUSTICES FACED BY INDIGENOUS PEOPLES. IN THE
CONTEXT OF HAWAII, IT MEANS ACKNOWLEDGING THE EFFECTS OF COLONIZATION AND UNDERSTANDING HOW TO ENGAGE WITH
THE LAND AND ITS CULTURE RESPECTFULLY.

Key PRINCIPLES OF A DECOLONIAL APPROACH

1. RespecT For NATIVE CULTURE: ENGAGE WITH HAWAIIAN CULTURE ON ITS TERMS. THIS INCLUDES LEARNING ABOUT



TRADITIONS, VALUES, AND PRACTICES WHILE AVOIDING CULTURAL APPROPRIATION.

2. SupPoRT LocAL EcoNnoMies: CHOOSE TO SPEND MONEY AT LOCAL BUSINESSES, SUCH AS FAMILY-RUN RESTAURANTS,
ARTISANS, AND CULTURAL TOURS THAT PRIORITIZE NATIVE PERSPECTIVES.

3. ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP: LUNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF ‘AINA AND PRACTICE SUSTAINABLE TOURISM. LEAVE NO
TRACE, RESPECT WILDLIFE, AND PARTICIPATE IN CONSERVATION EFFORTS.

ExPLORING HAWAII THROUGH A DECOLONIAL LENS

\X/HEN EXPLORING HA\X/AII, IT IS VITAL TO SEEK EXPERIENCES THAT HONOR ITS HERITAGE AND PROMOTE RESPECTFUL
INTERACTIONS WITH THE LOCAL COMMUNITY.

MINDFUL ACTIVITIES

HERE ARE SOME ACTIVITIES THAT CAN ENRICH YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF HAWAII WHILE ADHERING TO DECOLONIAL PRINCIPLES:

- CULTURAL W ORKSHOPS: PARTICIPATE IN WORKSHOPS THAT TEACH TRADITIONAL HAWAIIAN PRACTICES, SUCH AS HULA
DANCING, LEI"MAKING, AND UKULELE PLAYING. Look FOR PROGRAMS RUN BY LOCAL PRACTITIONERS.

- NATURE Tours WITH NATIVE GUIDES: EXPLORE THE ISLANDS’ NATURAL BEAUTY THROUGH TOURS LED BY NATIVE HAWAIIAN
GUIDES WHO CAN SHARE THEIR ANCESTRAL KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE LAND, PLANTS, AND ANIMALS.

- VOLUNTEERING: ENGAGE IN COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS THAT FOCUS ON ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION OR CULTURAL
PRESERVATION. MANY ORGANIZATIONS WELCOME VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH THEIR EFFORTS.

VISITING SACRED SITES

HAWAII IS HOME TO NUMEROUS SACRED SITES THAT HOLD SIGNIFICANT CULTURAL IMPORTANCE. WHEN VISITING THESE PLACES,
IT IS CRUCIAL TO APPROACH THEM WITH RESPECT:

1. PU‘UHONUA © H[P] NAUNAU NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK: THIS SITE WAS A PLACE OF REFUGE FOR THOSE WHO BROKE KAPU
(ANCIENT LAWS). VISITORS CAN LEARN ABOUT HAWAIIAN SPIRITUALITY AND THE IMPORTANCE OF FORGIVENESS.

2. loLANI PALACE: ONCE THE ROYAL RESIDENCE OF HAWAIIAN MONARCHS, THIS SITE OFFERS INSIGHT INTO THE HISTORY AND
CULTURE OF THE HAW AIIAN KINGDOM.

3. MAUNA KEA: A SACRED MOUNTAIN FOR NATIVE HAWAIIANS, IT IS IMPORTANT TO RESPECT THE CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF
MAUNA KEA AND ITS ONGOING STRUGGLES AGAINST COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT.

ResPECTFUL ENGAGEMENT WITH LocAL COMMUNITIES

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS WITH LOCAL COMMUNITIES IS A SIGNIFICANT PART OF A DECOLONIAL APPROACH. HERE ARE SOME
WAYS TO CONNECT RESPECTFULLY:

LISTENING AND LEARNING

1. ATTeND COMMUNITY EVENTS: PARTICIPATE IN LOCAL FESTIVALS, WORKSHOPS, AND GATHERINGS THAT SHOWCASE
HAWAIIAN CULTURE. THESE EVENTS PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT WITH RESIDENTS AND LEARN ABOUT THEIR
TRADITIONS.

2. ENGAGE WITH NATIVE HAWAIIAN ARTISTS: SUPPORT LOCAL ARTISTS BY PURCHASING THEIR WORK AND UNDERSTANDING THE
STORIES BEHIND THEIR CREATIONS. THIS NOT ONLY HELPS PRESERVE CULTURAL PRACTICES BUT ALSO FOSTERS APPRECIATION
FOR HAWAIIAN ART.

3. READ AND EDUCATE Y OURSELF: DELVE INTO LITERATURE WRITTEN BY NATIVE HAWAIIAN AUTHORS AND HISTORIANS. BOOKS,



ARTICLES, AND DOCUMENTARIES CAN PROVIDE VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO THE CULTURE AND ONGOING STRUGGLES FACED BY THE
HAW AIIAN PEOPLE.

MinoFUL CONSUMPTION

As A TRAVELER, YOUR CHOICES MATTER. HERE ARE SOME TIPS FOR MINDFUL CONSUMPTION:

- CHoosSE Eco-FrIENDLY ACCOMMODATIONS: OPT FOR LODGINGS THAT PRIORITIZE SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES AND SUPPORT THE
LOCAL ECONOMY.

- EAT LocAL: LooOk FOR RESTAURANTS THAT SERVE TRADITIONAL HAWAIIAN CUISINE AND SOURCE THEIR INGREDIENTS
LOCALLY. THIS SUPPORTS FARMERS AND PROMOTES SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE.

- SHOP RESPONSIBLY: \W/HEN BUYING SOUVENIRS, PRIORITIZE ITEMS MADE BY LOCAL ARTISANS THAT REFLECT HAawAlIAN
CULTURE RATHER THAN MASS-PRODUCED GOODS THAT MAY APPROPRIATE NATIVE SYMBOLS.

CoNCLUSION

DeToUrS: A DEcoLoNIAL GUIDE TO HAWAII SERVES AS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR THOSE SEEKING TO EXPLORE THE ISLANDS
WITH SENSITIVITY AND RESPECT. BY UNDERSTANDING HAWAII'S COMPLEX HISTORY, ENGAGING MINDFULLY WITH ITS CULTURE,
AND SUPPORTING LOCAL COMMUNITIES, TRAVELERS CAN FOSTER A DEEPER APPRECIATION FOR THE ISLANDS. THIS GUIDE
ENCOURAGES VISITORS TO NOT ONLY ENJOY THE NATURAL BEAUTY OF HAWAII BUT TO ALSO HONOR ITS HERITAGE AND THE
RESILIENCE OF ITS PEOPLE. IN DOING SO, WE CAN ALL CONTRIBUTE TO A MORE EQUITABLE AND RESPECTFUL FUTURE FOR HAaw All
AND ITS INHABITANTS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE MAIN FOcUs ofF 'DeTours: A DecoLoNIAL GUIDE To HAwAll'?

THE BOOK FOCUSES ON EXPLORING HAWAII THROUGH A DECOLONIAL LENS, CHALLENGING COLONIAL NARRATIVES AND
HIGHLIGHTING INDIGENOUS PERSPECTIVES, HISTORIES, AND PRACTICES.

\W/HO ARE THE AUTHORS OF ‘DETOURS: A DEcoLoNIAL GUIDE To Hawal'?

THE BOOK IS AUTHORED BY A COLLECTIVE OF CONTRIBUTORS, INCLUDING INDIGENOUS HAWAIIANS AND SCHOLARS WHO
ADDRESS THE COMPLEXITIES OF COLONIALISM AND ITS IMPACTS.

How poEes ‘DETOURS’ ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF TOURISM IN HAWAII?

THE GUIDE CRITIQUES THE CONVENTIONAL TOURISM MODEL IN HA\X/AII, ADVOCATING FOR RESPONSIBLE TRAVEL THAT RESPECTS
AND ENGAGES WITH LOCAL CULTURES AND COMMUNITIES.

\WHAT TYPE OF CONTENT CAN READERS EXPECT IN ‘DETOURS'?

READERS CAN EXPECT A MIX OF PERSONAL NARRATIVES, HISTORICAL CONTEXT, CULTURAL INSIGHTS, AND PRACTICAL ADVICE
FOR NAVIGATING HAWAII IN A RESPECTFUL AND INFORMED MANNER.

IN WHAT WAYS DOES ‘DETOURS’ PROMOTE INDIGENOUS VOICES?

THE BOOK AMPLIFIES INDIGENOUS VOICES BY INCLUDING STORIES AND PERSPECTIVES FROM NATIVE HA\X/AIIANS, EMPHASIZING
THEIR EXPERIENCES AND KNOWLEDGE AS CENTRAL TO UNDERSTANDING THE ISLANDS.



How DoES ‘DETOURS’ SUGGEST VISITORS CAN ENGAGE WITH HAWAIIAN CULTURE
AUTHENTICALLY?

THE GUIDE SUGGESTS VISITORS SEEK OUT LOCAL EXPERIENCES, SUPPORT INDIGENOUS BUSINESSES, AND PARTICIPATE IN
COMMUNITY EVENTS TO ENGAGE WITH HAWAIIAN CULTURE AUTHENTICALLY.

WHAT ARE SOME KEY THEMES EXPLORED IN 'DETOURS’?

KEY THEMES INCLUDE COLONIZATION, CULTURAL RESILIENCE, ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF
INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY.

How poEs ‘DETOURS’ REDEFINE THE CONCEPT OF EXPLORATION IN HAW AII?

THE BOOK REDEFINES EXPLORATION BY ENCOURAGING READERS TO VIEW HAWAII THROUGH THE EYES OF ITS PEOPLE, FOSTERING
A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF LAND AND CULTURE RATHER THAN A SUPERFICIAL TOURIST EXPERIENCE.

\WHAT IMPACT HAS ‘DETOURS’ HAD ON DISCUSSIONS ABOUT COLONIALISM IN HAW AII?

THE BOOK HAS SPARKED IMPORTANT CONVERSATIONS ABOUT THE ONGOING EFFECTS OF COLONIALISM IN HA\X/AII, ENCOURAGING
BOTH LOCALS AND VISITORS TO REFLECT ON THEIR ROLES IN THESE DYNAMICS.

Is ‘DeTours: A DecoLoNIAL GUIDE To HAWAII' SUITABLE FOR ALL TYPES OF
TRAVELERS?

YES, THE GUIDE IS SUITABLE FOR ALL TRAVELERS WHO ARE OPEN TO LEARNING AND ENGAGING RESPECTFULLY WITH THE CULTURE
AND HISTORY OF HA\X/AII/ REGARDLESS OF THEIR TRAVEL STYLE.
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