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Desmond Tutu was a remarkable person who made significant contributions to South Africa and the
world. Known for his tireless fight against apartheid, a system of racial segregation, Tutu became a

symbol of peace and reconciliation. His work earned him international acclaim, including the Nobel

Peace Prize. In this article, we will delve into various fascinating facts about Desmond Tutu that will
help kids understand who he was and the legacy he left behind.

Early Life

Desmond Mpilo Tutu was born on October 7, 1931, in Klerksdorp, South Africa. Here are some key
facts about his early life:

- Family Background: Tutu was the second of three children in a modest family. His father, an
Anglican priest, and his mother, a domestic worker, instilled strong values in him from a young age.

- Education: He attended a local primary school before moving to Johannesburg for high school. Tutu
was a bright student and loved learning. He later went to the University of Fort Hare, where he earned
his Bachelor of Arts degree.

- Religious Influence: Tutu's parents encouraged him to become a teacher. However, he felt a calling
to become a priest and eventually joined the Anglican Church.

Career as a Priest

After completing his studies, Desmond Tutu was ordained as an Anglican priest in 1961. His religious
career was marked by several significant milestones:

Becoming an Activist

- Advocate for Justice: As a priest, Tutu used his platform to speak out against apartheid. He believed
in equality and justice for all people, regardless of race.

- Bishop of Lesotho: In 1976, he became the Bishop of Lesotho, where he continued to advocate for
human rights and social justice.

- Archbishop of Cape Town: In 1986, Tutu was appointed as the first Black Archbishop of Cape Town
and the first Black leader of the Anglican Church in South Africa. This role allowed him to further
amplify his message against apartheid.

Fighting Against Apartheid

Desmond Tutu's most notable work was his fight against apartheid. Here are some important facts



about his activism:

- Nonviolent Protests: Tutu believed in nonviolent resistance. He helped organize peaceful protests
and marches, encouraging people to stand up for their rights without resorting to violence.

- International Campaigns: Tutu called for international sanctions against the South African
government to pressure them to end apartheid. His efforts gained global support and raised
awareness about the injustices occurring in his country.

- Desmond Tutu's Theology: Tutu's religious beliefs played a crucial role in his activism. He often
spoke about the importance of love, forgiveness, and reconciliation, emphasizing that all people are
equal in the eyes of God.

Nobel Peace Prize

In 1984, Desmond Tutu was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts to combat apartheid and
promote peaceful solutions. Here are some facts about this prestigious recognition:

- Recognition of Efforts: The Nobel Committee honored Tutu for his "role as a unifying leader figure in
the campaign to resolve the problem of apartheid in South Africa."

- Global Impact: The award brought international attention to the struggles of Black South Africans
and highlighted the need for change.

- Use of Prize Money: Tutu used the prize money to support various charities and organizations
working towards social justice and equality.

Post-Apartheid Work

After the end of apartheid in 1994, Desmond Tutu continued his work in various capacities:

Truth and Reconciliation Commission

- Chairperson: Tutu was appointed as the chairperson of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
(TRC) in South Africa. The TRC was established to address the human rights violations that occurred
during the apartheid era.

- Healing a Nation: The commission aimed to promote healing and forgiveness among those who had
suffered due to apartheid. Tutu emphasized the importance of truth-telling as a means to move
forward.

- Legacy of Forgiveness: Tutu's approach to reconciliation became a model for conflict resolution
worldwide. He believed that acknowledging past wrongs was essential for building a peaceful future.

Global Advocacy

- International Peace Efforts: Tutu continued to speak out on global issues, advocating for peace and
justice in various countries, including Sudan and Palestine.
- Champion of Human Rights: He became a prominent voice for human rights, speaking against



injustices like poverty, violence, and inequality worldwide.
- Support for LGBTQ+ Rights: Tutu was an outspoken advocate for LGBTQ+ rights, emphasizing that
discrimination against anyone, regardless of their sexual orientation, was contrary to human dignity.

Personal Life

Desmond Tutu's personal life was also significant:

- Family: He married Leah Nombeko Tutu in 1955, and they had four children together. Tutu was a
devoted family man and often spoke about the importance of family values.

- Hobbies: Tutu loved reading, music, and spending time in nature. He enjoyed sharing stories from
his life and experiences with others.

- Health Challenges: In his later years, Tutu faced various health issues, including prostate cancer.
Despite this, he remained active in his advocacy work and continued to inspire people around the
world.

Legacy

Desmond Tutu's contributions have left a lasting impact on South Africa and the world. Here are some
key points about his legacy:

- Symbol of Peace: Tutu is remembered as a symbol of peace and reconciliation. His teachings
continue to inspire individuals and organizations working for justice.

- Educational Institutions: Several schools and institutions have been named after him, promoting his
values of equality and human rights.

- Continued Influence: Tutu's writings and speeches are still referenced today, serving as powerful
reminders of the importance of empathy, understanding, and forgiveness in the face of adversity.

Fun Facts About Desmond Tutu

To wrap up our exploration of Desmond Tutu's life, here are some fun facts that kids may find
interesting:

1. Nickname: Tutu was affectionately known as "The Arch" due to his position as Archbishop.

2. Tall Tales: Tutu was only 5 feet 3 inches tall, but his presence was larger than life!

3. Favorite Color: Tutu loved the color purple, which he often wore in his clerical garments.

4. Inspirational Quotes: One of his famous quotes is, "Do your little bit of good where you are; it's
those little bits of good put together that overwhelm the world."

5. Lifelong Learner: Tutu believed in the power of education and often encouraged young people to
pursue their studies.

In conclusion, Desmond Tutu was a remarkable individual whose legacy of peace, justice, and
reconciliation continues to inspire people around the world. His life teaches us the importance of
standing up for what is right and working towards a more equitable society. By learning about Tutu's



life and work, we can all strive to make a positive impact in our communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Desmond Tutu?

Desmond Tutu was a South African Anglican bishop and social rights activist who became famous for
his work against apartheid, promoting peace and equality.

What did Desmond Tutu win in 1984?

In 1984, Desmond Tutu was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his nonviolent efforts to end apartheid
in South Africa.

What role did Desmond Tutu play in the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission?

Desmond Tutu served as the chairperson of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa,
which aimed to address the atrocities committed during the apartheid era.

What is one of Desmond Tutu's famous quotes?

One of Desmond Tutu's famous quotes is, 'If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen
the side of the oppressor.'

Why is Desmond Tutu considered a global figure?

Desmond Tutu is considered a global figure because he advocated for human rights, equality, and
justice not just in South Africa, but around the world, inspiring many with his teachings and activism.
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