
design your own skateboard deck
design your own skateboard deck offers an exciting opportunity for skateboard
enthusiasts to express their unique style while optimizing performance.
Creating a custom skateboard deck allows riders to select materials, shapes,
sizes, and graphics that best suit their skating needs and personal
preferences. This process combines creativity with technical knowledge,
ensuring the final product is both visually appealing and functional. From
choosing the right wood and deck dimensions to designing captivating artwork,
every step plays a crucial role in the outcome. This article provides a
comprehensive guide on how to design your own skateboard deck, covering
essential considerations, design tools, and production techniques. Explore
the key factors involved in the customization process and discover how to
bring your perfect skateboard deck to life.
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Understanding Skateboard Deck Basics
Before embarking on the journey to design your own skateboard deck, it is
essential to understand the fundamental components and terminology. A
skateboard deck forms the platform of the skateboard, providing the surface
where the rider stands and performs tricks. Decks are typically made from
layers of wood laminated together, but variations exist depending on desired
flexibility and durability. Knowing the parts of a deck such as the nose,
tail, concave, and wheelbase helps in making informed decisions during
customization. Additionally, understanding how these elements impact
performance can guide the selection of appropriate dimensions and materials.

Key Components of a Skateboard Deck
The main parts of a skateboard deck include the nose and tail, which are the



front and back ends of the deck, respectively. The concave refers to the
curvature across the width of the deck, which affects control and foot
placement. The wheelbase is the distance between the mounting holes for the
trucks, influencing stability and turning radius. Each of these components
can be adjusted to suit different skating styles such as street, park, or
cruising. Being familiar with these terms is critical when designing a
skateboard deck tailored to specific needs.

Performance Considerations
Performance factors like weight, stiffness, and grip are influenced by deck
design choices. A lighter deck promotes easier maneuverability, while a
stiffer deck provides greater stability for high-speed riding. The concave
shape impacts how securely the rider’s feet stay on the board during tricks.
Customizing these features ensures the skateboard deck performs optimally for
the rider’s preferred skating discipline, whether it is technical street
skating or smooth downhill carving.

Choosing the Right Materials for Your Deck
Material selection is a major aspect when you design your own skateboard
deck, directly affecting durability, flexibility, and weight. Most skateboard
decks are constructed from maple wood due to its strength and resilience.
However, alternative materials and composites are increasingly popular for
enhancing specific attributes. Understanding the advantages and disadvantages
of various materials helps in crafting a deck that balances performance with
longevity.

Common Deck Materials
Maple wood remains the industry standard for skateboard decks because of its
optimal combination of strength and flexibility. Typically, decks consist of
seven to nine plies of maple veneer laminated together. Bamboo is an eco-
friendly alternative that offers lightweight properties and natural flex.
Fiberglass and carbon fiber reinforcements can be added to improve strength
without significantly increasing weight. Each material choice influences the
ride quality and durability of the skateboard.

Material Pros and Cons

Maple Wood: Durable, flexible, and widely available; may be heavier than
alternatives.

Bamboo: Lightweight and sustainable; may lack the same durability as
maple.



Fiberglass/Carbon Fiber: Adds strength and stiffness; increases cost and
complexity.

Plastic or Composite: Often used in cruiser or penny boards; not ideal
for technical tricks.

Selecting the Ideal Shape and Size
The shape and size of a skateboard deck significantly influence its handling
and suitability for different skating styles. When you design your own
skateboard deck, considering width, length, and concave type allows
customization for comfort and performance. Understanding how these dimensions
affect riding experience is critical to creating a deck that matches personal
preferences and skating requirements.

Deck Width and Length
Deck width typically ranges from 7.5 to 8.5 inches or more. Narrow decks
(7.5” to 8”) are favored for technical street skating due to their lighter
weight and ease of flip tricks. Wider decks (8” and above) provide better
stability for vert skating, cruising, and downhill riding. Length affects
foot placement and maneuverability, with most decks falling between 28 and 32
inches. Choosing the right size balances control and comfort.

Concave Types and Effects
The concave of a skateboard deck refers to the curvature along the width,
impacting how the rider’s feet grip the board. Common concave styles include:

Low Concave: Offers a flatter surface for relaxed riding and cruising.

Medium Concave: Provides a balance between control and comfort, suitable
for most skaters.

High Concave: Enhances foot lock-in for technical tricks and aggressive
riding styles.

Designing Custom Graphics and Artwork
One of the most exciting parts of the process to design your own skateboard
deck is creating custom graphics and artwork. This allows riders to showcase
their personality and artistic expression. The design can range from simple



logos and patterns to elaborate illustrations and photography. Utilizing
high-resolution images and considering the deck’s shape ensures the artwork
fits perfectly and looks professional.

Design Elements to Consider
When designing graphics, consider the deck’s dimensions and placement of
trucks and grip tape, which can obscure parts of the design. Color choice,
contrast, and style should align with the rider’s identity and the overall
aesthetic they want to achieve. Incorporating branding or personal logos can
add a unique touch. Additionally, the bottom of the deck is the most common
canvas for artwork, while the top design is usually limited due to grip tape
coverage.

Printing Techniques for Graphics
Several printing methods are available to transfer artwork onto skateboard
decks. Screen printing is traditional and cost-effective for simple designs
and bulk orders. Digital printing allows for detailed, full-color images with
greater design flexibility. Heat transfer and sublimation printing are also
common, offering vibrant colors and durability. Choosing the right printing
technique depends on the complexity of the design and budget considerations.

Tools and Software for Deck Design
Designing a custom skateboard deck requires appropriate tools and software to
create precise and high-quality graphics. Utilizing professional design
software ensures accurate dimensions and allows experimentation with
different layouts. Many designers combine vector graphics and photo editing
tools to achieve the desired results.

Popular Design Software
Industry-standard programs such as Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop are widely
used due to their powerful features for vector and raster graphics. Other
alternatives include CorelDRAW, Affinity Designer, and free options like GIMP
and Inkscape. These programs support layered design, color management, and
file formats compatible with printing requirements. Familiarity with design
principles and software capabilities enhances the customization process.

Design Templates and Resources
Using skateboard deck templates simplifies the design process by providing
accurate outlines and guides. Many manufacturers and online platforms offer



free or purchasable templates tailored to specific deck shapes and sizes.
Additionally, design resources such as brushes, fonts, and stock images can
help create professional and unique artwork. It is important to ensure all
visual elements meet resolution standards for printing to avoid pixelation or
distortion.

Manufacturing and Printing Options
Once the design is finalized, choosing the right manufacturing and printing
options is crucial to bring the custom skateboard deck to life. Various
manufacturers offer custom deck production, including options for small
batches or one-off creations. Understanding production timelines, costs, and
quality control measures helps in selecting the best partner for
manufacturing.

Custom Deck Production Methods
Manufacturing methods typically involve cutting veneer layers, pressing them
into shape, and applying graphics through printing or heat transfer. Some
companies allow customers to upload designs directly to their websites for
seamless ordering. Professional manufacturers ensure consistent quality,
proper curing of adhesives, and durability testing. For DIY enthusiasts, some
opt to purchase blank decks and apply graphics independently using paints or
decals.

Cost and Turnaround Time
Custom skateboard deck pricing varies depending on materials, printing
technique, and order quantity. Bulk orders tend to reduce per-unit cost,
while single custom decks may be more expensive due to setup fees. Production
times range from a few days to several weeks, depending on complexity and
manufacturer capacity. Planning ahead and requesting samples can help manage
expectations and ensure satisfaction with the final product.

Maintenance and Care for Custom Decks
Proper maintenance extends the lifespan and preserves the appearance of a
custom skateboard deck. Understanding how to care for materials and graphics
is essential to keep the deck in optimal condition. Regular inspection and
appropriate cleaning prevent damage and maintain performance characteristics.

Cleaning and Protection
Cleaning a skateboard deck involves removing dirt and debris without damaging



the wood or graphics. Using a soft brush or cloth and mild soap with water is
effective. Avoid soaking the deck, as excessive moisture can weaken the wood.
Applying grip tape carefully and avoiding harsh chemicals preserves the
design and surface integrity.

Storage and Handling Tips
Storing the skateboard in a dry, cool environment prevents warping and
delamination. Avoid exposure to direct sunlight for extended periods, which
can fade graphics. Handling the deck with care during transport and use
reduces the risk of cracks and chips. Regularly checking for signs of wear
ensures timely repairs or replacement, maintaining safety and performance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials are commonly used to design a
skateboard deck?
Most skateboard decks are made from 7-ply maple wood, which offers a good
balance of strength, flexibility, and durability. Some custom decks also
incorporate bamboo, fiberglass, or carbon fiber for added performance.

How can I design my own skateboard deck graphic?
You can design your own skateboard deck graphic using graphic design software
like Adobe Illustrator or Photoshop. Many custom skateboard companies also
offer online design tools where you can upload your artwork or use templates
to create your design.

What are the standard dimensions for a skateboard
deck?
Skateboard decks typically range from 7.5 to 8.5 inches in width and 28 to 33
inches in length. The width you choose depends on your skating style and
preferences.

Can I choose the shape and concave for my custom
skateboard deck?
Yes, many custom skateboard manufacturers allow you to select the deck shape,
concave depth, and nose/tail shape to suit your skating style, whether it's
street, park, or cruising.



What printing methods are used for custom skateboard
deck designs?
Common printing methods include screen printing, heat transfer, and digital
printing. Digital printing is popular for custom decks because it allows
full-color, high-resolution graphics.

How do I ensure my skateboard deck design is print-
ready?
Make sure your design has the correct resolution (usually 300 DPI), uses the
correct color mode (CMYK), and fits within the template dimensions provided
by the manufacturer. Also, leave bleed areas and avoid placing important
elements near the edges.

Are there any legal considerations when designing a
skateboard deck?
Yes, avoid using copyrighted images, logos, or trademarks without permission.
Creating original artwork or using royalty-free images ensures you don't
infringe on intellectual property rights.

How long does it typically take to receive a custom
skateboard deck after designing it?
Production and shipping times vary by company, but generally, it takes about
1 to 3 weeks to produce and deliver a custom skateboard deck, depending on
the complexity of the design and location.

Additional Resources
1. Skateboard Deck Design: A Creative Guide to Crafting Your Own Style
This book delves into the art and technique of designing custom skateboard
decks. It covers everything from brainstorming ideas and sketching to
choosing materials and applying graphics. Readers will find step-by-step
instructions and inspirational examples to help bring their unique vision to
life.

2. DIY Skateboard Decks: From Concept to Ride
A comprehensive manual for skateboard enthusiasts interested in building and
designing their own decks. This guide walks you through the entire process,
including shaping, sanding, and painting your deck. It also explores various
design styles and tips for making your board both functional and visually
striking.

3. The Art of Skateboard Deck Design
Focusing on the intersection of art and skateboarding, this book showcases



the work of renowned deck designers and provides practical advice for
aspiring artists. It covers graphic design principles, color theory, and the
use of digital tools to create compelling skateboard artwork. Readers gain
insight into how to make their decks stand out in a crowded market.

4. Custom Skateboards: Designing, Building, and Riding Your Own Deck
This title offers a hands-on approach to creating custom skateboards,
emphasizing both design and construction. It includes detailed tutorials on
woodworking techniques and finishing touches that enhance durability and
aesthetics. The book also features interviews with professional skaters and
designers.

5. Skateboard Graphics: Techniques for Designing Eye-Catching Decks
A focused guide on the graphic design aspect of skateboard decks, this book
teaches readers how to create bold and unique visuals. It discusses various
mediums, from hand-drawn illustrations to digital art, and how to transfer
designs onto decks. Tips on branding and marketing your designs are also
included.

6. Build Your Own Skateboard Deck: A Step-by-Step Workshop
Ideal for beginners and hobbyists, this workshop-style book breaks down the
deck-building process into manageable steps. It covers selecting wood,
pressing layers, cutting shapes, and sealing your deck. The book also
encourages creativity in design, offering templates and project ideas.

7. Skateboard Deck Design for Artists and Makers
This book targets artists interested in exploring skateboard decks as a
canvas. It highlights various artistic techniques, including screen printing
and airbrushing, tailored for deck surfaces. Readers learn how to balance
form and function while expressing their artistic voice.

8. Graphic Skateboarding: Designing Decks That Make a Statement
An inspirational collection of skateboard deck designs accompanied by
insights from designers about their creative process. This book emphasizes
the importance of storytelling and cultural influence in deck graphics. It
serves as both a source of ideas and a practical guide for designers.

9. The Complete Guide to Skateboard Deck Building and Design
Covering all aspects of deck creation, this comprehensive guide is perfect
for those looking to master the craft. It includes detailed information on
materials, shaping tools, design techniques, and finishing methods. The book
also explores trends in skateboard deck aesthetics and how to develop a
personal style.
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