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Derek Prince: They Shall Expel Demons is a significant work in the realm of Christian
literature, particularly focusing on the subject of deliverance and spiritual warfare. Written
by Derek Prince, a renowned Bible teacher and theologian, this book delves into the biblical
mandate for Christians to confront and expel demons. Prince's teachings have influenced
countless believers and churches, encouraging them to take an active role in spiritual
warfare. This article explores the core themes and teachings of Derek Prince’s work,
providing insights into the nature of demons, the process of deliverance, and the authority
believers possess in Christ.

Understanding the Nature of Demons

Theological Foundations

Derek Prince emphasizes that demons are real spiritual entities that exist within the visible
and invisible realms. He draws from biblical texts to outline the nature and characteristics
of these malevolent beings. According to Prince:

1. Origin of Demons: Demons are believed to be fallen angels who rebelled against God, led
by Satan. This rebellion is often cited from passages like Isaiah 14:12-15 and Ezekiel
28:12-17.

2. Nature of Demons: Demons are spirit beings that lack physical bodies, which allows them
to operate in the spiritual realm and influence the physical world. They are described as
deceitful, manipulative, and destructive.

3. Hierarchy of Demons: Prince explains that demons are organized in a hierarchical
structure, with varying ranks and responsibilities. Ephesians 6:12 describes these spiritual
forces as principalities, powers, and rulers of darkness.

Common Misconceptions About Demons

Many Christians harbor misconceptions about demons and their influence. Prince addresses
these misunderstandings, helping readers to develop a biblical worldview regarding
spiritual warfare:

- Demons are not just myths: Some people believe demons are merely symbolic
representations of evil; however, Derek Prince asserts that they are very real and active.

- Not all mental illness is demonic: While some mental health issues can have spiritual
roots, Prince clarifies that many conditions are physiological or psychological and should be
treated as such.



- Demons cannot possess every believer: According to Prince, true believers in Christ are
indwelt by the Holy Spirit, making full possession impossible. However, demons can
influence and oppress Christians.

The Biblical Basis for Deliverance

Derek Prince’s book draws heavily on Scripture to establish the foundation for deliverance
ministry. He insists that every believer has a role in confronting demonic forces.

Jesus as the Model Deliverer

Prince underscores the ministry of Jesus Christ as the ultimate example of deliverance. Key
points include:

- Casting Out Demons: Jesus frequently cast out demons as part of His ministry, as
documented in the Gospels. This serves as a model for believers today (Mark 1:34; Luke
4:41).

- Commissioning the Disciples: In Luke 10:19, Jesus empowers His disciples, stating, “I have
given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of
the enemy; nothing will harm you.”

- The Great Commission: The command to expel demons is not limited to the early church;
it extends to all believers as part of the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20).

The Role of the Believer

Prince emphasizes that every believer has been given authority through Jesus Christ. This
authority enables them to confront and expel demons effectively.

1. Understanding Authority: Believers must recognize their authority in Christ, as outlined in
Matthew 28:18, where Jesus declares, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me.”

2. Faith and Boldness: Deliverance requires faith and boldness. Prince encourages believers
to act in confidence, knowing that they are backed by the authority of Christ.

3. Prayer and Intercession: A strong prayer life is crucial in spiritual warfare. Prince
highlights the importance of prayer in preparing for and executing deliverance.

The Process of Deliverance

Derek Prince provides a structured approach to deliverance, outlining key steps that



believers should follow when engaging in this ministry.

Preparation for Deliverance

Before attempting to expel demons, preparation is essential. Steps include:

- Self-Examination: Conduct a personal assessment to ensure that there are no unconfessed
sins or open doors to demonic influence in one’s life.

- Spiritual Fasting: Fasting can enhance spiritual sensitivity and effectiveness in deliverance
work, as Jesus indicated in Matthew 17:21.

- Prayer and Seeking Guidance: Pray for wisdom and guidance from the Holy Spirit before
engaging in deliverance.

Executing Deliverance

When engaging in deliverance, Derek Prince outlines specific actions that should be taken:

1. Identifying the Demon: Understanding the specific stronghold or issue is essential. This
may involve asking the afflicted individual questions to discern the nature of the problem.

2. Commanding the Demon to Leave: Use the authority of Jesus’ name to command the
demon to depart. Prince illustrates the power of spoken words in this process.

3. Ministering Healing: After expelling a demon, it is often necessary to pray for healing and
restoration for the individual, as they may have experienced trauma or emotional distress.

Follow-Up and Discipleship

Deliverance is not just a one-time event; follow-up is critical:

- Encouragement and Support: Provide emotional and spiritual support to the individual
post-deliverance to help them remain free.

- Teaching and Discipleship: Engage the individual in ongoing discipleship to help them
grow in their faith and understanding of spiritual warfare.

- Building a Strong Foundation: Encourage regular prayer, Bible study, and fellowship to
strengthen the individual’s spiritual life.



Conclusion

Derek Prince: They Shall Expel Demons serves as a comprehensive guide for believers
seeking to understand and engage in deliverance ministry. Through a combination of
biblical teaching and practical application, Prince equips Christians with the knowledge and
tools necessary to confront and expel demons. His work emphasizes the authority of
believers in Christ, the importance of prayer and preparation, and the need for ongoing
support and discipleship after deliverance. As the church continues to face spiritual
challenges in a modern context, the teachings of Derek Prince remain relevant,
encouraging believers to step into their God-given authority and proclaim freedom in Christ.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of Derek Prince's book 'They
Shall Expel Demons'?
The book emphasizes the authority of believers in Christ to expel demons and provides
biblical insights, practical steps, and personal testimonies to illustrate the process of
deliverance.

How does Derek Prince describe the role of prayer in
demon expulsion?
Derek Prince highlights prayer as a vital tool in the process of deliverance, emphasizing
that fervent and faith-filled prayer can lead to breakthroughs and the expulsion of demonic
influences.

What scriptural basis does Prince provide for the
practice of deliverance?
Prince references various scriptures, particularly in the Gospels, where Jesus and His
disciples cast out demons, underscoring the continuation of this authority for believers
today.

What are some common signs of demonic influence
according to Derek Prince?
Common signs include persistent negative thoughts, emotional disturbances, addiction,
physical ailments without medical explanation, and a general sense of oppression or fear.

Does Derek Prince advocate for any specific methods
for expelling demons?
Yes, he suggests methods such as commanding the spirit to leave in Jesus' name,



renouncing any agreements with the demonic, and seeking the help of the Holy Spirit for
guidance.

What is the significance of forgiveness in the context of
deliverance as per 'They Shall Expel Demons'?
Prince stresses that unforgiveness can be a major barrier to deliverance, as it can create
open doors for demonic influence, making it essential for individuals to forgive others to
receive freedom.

How does Derek Prince approach the topic of self-
deliverance?
He encourages believers to take authority over their own lives and apply the principles of
deliverance to themselves, using prayer and declaration to expel any demonic presence.

What impact has 'They Shall Expel Demons' had on the
Christian community?
The book has sparked significant interest and discussion on the topic of deliverance
ministry, leading many churches and individuals to reevaluate their understanding of
spiritual warfare and demonic influences.
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