
denver broncos uniforms history
Denver Broncos uniforms history is a colorful and evolving tale that reflects the
franchise's identity over the years. The Denver Broncos, a professional American football
team based in Denver, Colorado, have donned several uniform styles since their inception
in 1960. Each iteration of their attire not only showcases the team's spirit but also mirrors
changing trends in sports fashion and the cultural landscape of the time. This article will
delve into the rich history of the Denver Broncos uniforms, exploring their evolution,
significant changes, and the meanings behind the various designs.

The Early Years: 1960-1967

When the Denver Broncos first took the field in 1960, they were part of the American
Football League (AFL). Their original uniforms were quite different from what fans recognize
today.

Initial Design and Colors

- The original uniforms featured a bright orange and navy blue color scheme, with the iconic
"D" logo adorned on the helmet.
- Players wore white jerseys for home games, which contrasted with their orange helmets.
- The early uniforms included a simple design, with minimal embellishments and stripes.

Impact of the AFL

The AFL was known for its vibrant and bold styles, and the Broncos' uniforms were no
exception. The team's early identity was shaped by the need to stand out in a competitive
league, and their colors were chosen to reflect the spirit of Colorado.

The Transition Period: 1968-1979

As the AFL merged with the NFL in 1970, the Denver Broncos made several changes to their
uniforms. This period marked a significant transition in the franchise's history.

Introduction of the Bronco Logo

- In 1968, the Broncos adopted a new logo featuring a fierce-looking bucking bronco.
- This logo, designed by the team's original owner, was a symbol of strength and tenacity.



Uniform Changes

- The team transitioned to a primarily orange home jersey with white pants, a bold move
that set them apart from many other teams.
- The away uniform was primarily white with orange accents, a style that would become a
hallmark of the franchise.

The 1980s: The "Orange Crush" Era

The 1980s were a defining decade for the Denver Broncos, not just for their performance on
the field but also for their uniform style.

The Rise of the "Orange Crush"

- During this era, the Broncos became known as the "Orange Crush," reflecting both their
dominant defense and their vibrant uniforms.
- The uniforms featured a more streamlined design with contrasting colors that highlighted
the bucking bronco logo.

Memorable Uniform Features

- The introduction of the "color rush" jerseys, which were brilliantly orange and created a
striking visual impact during games.
- The addition of blue and white stripes on the sleeves, enhancing the overall aesthetic of
the uniform.

The 1990s: New Beginnings and Super Bowl
Success

As the Broncos entered the 1990s, they underwent another transformation in their uniform
design that coincided with their rise to prominence in the NFL.

Return to Traditional Colors

- In 1997, the Broncos returned to a more traditional blue and orange color scheme,
aligning their uniforms with the team's history while also modernizing the look.
- The new design integrated a darker shade of blue, which became a signature aspect of
their uniforms.



Super Bowl Glory

- The Broncos achieved significant success during this decade, winning back-to-back Super
Bowl titles in 1997 and 1998 while wearing their updated uniforms, further solidifying their
identity.
- The team’s Super Bowl victories helped to popularize the uniforms, making them iconic in
the world of sports.

The 2000s: A Blend of Tradition and Modernity

The 2000s saw the Denver Broncos maintain their successful uniform identity while adding
modern twists to their designs.

Minor Adjustments and Enhancements

- The team made subtle adjustments to their uniforms, including changes to the logo and
font used on the jerseys.
- The introduction of alternate uniforms, such as the all-orange uniforms, provided fans with
exciting options during special games.

Recognition of Legacy

- The Broncos honored their past by incorporating elements from previous designs, creating
a sense of continuity and respect for the team's history.
- The franchise embraced its legacy, celebrating its achievements while looking forward to
future success.

The 2010s: A New Era of Design

The last decade has seen the Denver Broncos embrace a modern approach to their
uniforms, reflecting the changing landscape of sports branding.

2012 Uniform Overhaul

- In 2012, the Broncos unveiled a new uniform design that included a sleeker fit, updated
color contrasts, and a more streamlined logo.
- The home jersey prominently featured the team's signature orange, while the away jersey
maintained a classic white look with blue accents.



Focus on Fan Engagement

- The Broncos began to prioritize fan feedback in their uniform designs, ensuring that the
attire resonated with the team's loyal supporters.
- Special edition uniforms, such as the "color rush" jerseys, aimed to engage fans and
create excitement during games.

The Present: Honoring History While Embracing
the Future

Today, the Denver Broncos continue to honor their storied past while adapting to modern
trends and fan expectations.

Current Uniform Design

- The current uniforms feature a bold combination of orange, navy blue, and white,
celebrating the franchise's rich history.
- The bucking bronco logo remains a central element, representing the team's strength and
resilience.

Future Innovations

- As technology and design continue to evolve, the Broncos are likely to explore new
materials and styles for their uniforms, ensuring they remain competitive and appealing.
- Fan engagement will remain a priority, with the team likely continuing to seek input from
supporters on future designs.

Conclusion

The Denver Broncos uniforms history is a fascinating journey that encapsulates the
essence of the team and its connection to the community. From their early days in the AFL
to their status as a beloved NFL franchise, the evolution of their uniforms reflects not only
changes in style but also the team's growth and success. As the Broncos look to the future,
they will undoubtedly continue to honor their rich heritage while embracing innovation,
ensuring that their uniforms remain a symbol of pride for fans and players alike.

Frequently Asked Questions



When did the Denver Broncos first introduce their
orange and blue color scheme?
The Denver Broncos introduced their iconic orange and blue color scheme in 1960, which
has become synonymous with the team's identity.

What was the significance of the 'D' logo in the Broncos'
uniform history?
The 'D' logo, introduced in 1968, represented the city of Denver and became a central
design element in the team's branding, symbolizing the Broncos' pride and heritage.

How have the Broncos' uniforms changed over the
decades?
The Broncos' uniforms have undergone several changes since their inception, with notable
shifts in design and colors in 1986, 1997, and 2016, reflecting trends in sports fashion and
team branding.

What year did the Broncos first wear their all-orange
'Color Rush' uniforms?
The Denver Broncos first wore their all-orange 'Color Rush' uniforms in 2016, which were
designed to create a bold and vibrant look for their Thursday Night Football games.

Which uniform design is considered one of the most
iconic in Broncos history?
The 'Tangerine' uniforms worn in the 1970s and 1980s are considered some of the most
iconic in Broncos history, especially during the team's Super Bowl appearances.

What changes were made to the Broncos' uniforms in
2016?
In 2016, the Broncos unveiled a new uniform set that included a return to a more traditional
look with a focus on a darker shade of blue and a more streamlined design, while retaining
the classic orange.

Did the Broncos ever change their mascot or logo in
their uniforms?
Yes, the Broncos changed their mascot and logo several times, most notably adopting the
current horse logo in 1997, which has become a modern representation of the team's spirit.



What is the historical significance of the Broncos' 1997
Super Bowl uniforms?
The 1997 Super Bowl uniforms, featuring the updated logo and color scheme, marked a
pivotal moment in the franchise's history, as they won their first Super Bowl that year,
solidifying the design's legacy.
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