definition of resolution literary term

Resolution in literature is a crucial narrative element that signifies the
conclusion of a story arc. It represents the point in a narrative where the
complexities introduced through the conflict are resolved, leading to the
story's denouement. The resolution is vital for providing closure to the
characters’ journeys and the overarching plot, allowing readers to understand
the implications of the events that have transpired. This article explores
the definition of resolution as a literary term, its importance in
storytelling, its structure, and its variations across different genres.

Understanding Resolution in Literature

Resolution, often referred to as the "denouement" in literary studies,
derives from the French word meaning "untying." It is the final part of a
narrative where the strands of the plot are tied together. In this section,
we will delve deeper into what constitutes resolution and its role in
storytelling.

The Role of Resolution

1. Closure: The resolution provides closure to the narrative, answering
lingering questions and resolving conflicts that have developed throughout
the story.

2. Character Development: It showcases the growth or change in characters,
revealing how they have been affected by the events of the story.

3. Theme Revelation: The resolution often highlights the central themes of
the narrative, allowing readers to reflect on the moral or philosophical
messages conveyed through the plot.

4. Audience Satisfaction: A well-crafted resolution can enhance the reader's
satisfaction, providing a sense of completeness and fulfillment.

Structure of Resolution

The resolution is typically the final part of the plot structure, following
the climax. In a traditional narrative arc, the structure can be outlined as
follows:

1. Exposition: Introduction of characters, setting, and basic conflict.

2. Rising Action: Development of the conflict through complications and
challenges.

3. Climax: The turning point of the story where the tension reaches its peak.
4. Falling Action: Events that follow the climax, leading toward resolution.
5. Resolution (Denouement): The final outcome where conflicts are resolved,



and the story concludes.

Importance of Resolution

The resolution is a pivotal component in narrative construction for several
reasons:

Emotional Impact

The resolution often evokes strong emotional responses from readers. After
experiencing the tension and turmoil of the conflict, the resolution serves
as a release, allowing readers to process the events and emotions of the
narrative. The way a resolution is crafted can leave a lasting impression,
whether it is a satisfying ending or an open-ended conclusion that provokes
thought.

Theme Reinforcement

Through the resolution, authors can reinforce the themes they have woven
throughout the narrative. This moment provides clarity on the author’s

message, allowing readers to reflect on the lessons learned by the characters
and, by extension, themselves. For example, in a story that explores the
themes of love and sacrifice, the resolution might reveal the consequences of
those themes on the characters’ lives.

Character Arcs Completion

The resolution is integral to the completion of character arcs. It provides a
moment of reflection for characters to confront the results of their actions
and decisions. By seeing how characters have changed or remained the same,

readers gain insight into the narrative's implications on personal growth and
moral choices.

Variations of Resolution in Different Genres

While the concept of resolution is consistent across narratives, its
execution can vary significantly depending on the genre. Here are some
observations about how different genres approach resolution:



Literary Fiction

In literary fiction, resolutions often lean toward ambiquity. Instead of
providing a clear-cut answer to the conflict, authors may leave readers with
questions, encouraging deeper reflection on the themes and character
motivations. This type of resolution can provoke discussion and
interpretation.

Genre Fiction

In genre fiction, such as romance or mystery, resolutions are usually more
definitive. Readers of these genres often expect a clear resolution to the
central conflict. For example:

- Romance: Typically ends with the characters overcoming obstacles to be
together, providing a sense of happiness or fulfillment.

- Mystery: Often concludes with the revelation of the perpetrator and the
resolution of the central mystery, giving readers a sense of closure.

Tragedy

In tragedy, the resolution may lead to a cathartic experience. The conflicts
culminate in a climax that results in the downfall of the protagonist,
providing a poignant reflection on the human condition. The resolution in
tragedies often leaves audiences contemplative about the moral implications
of the characters’ choices.

Fantasy and Science Fiction

In fantasy and science fiction, resolutions can encompass grand, sweeping
conclusions that involve epic battles, the restoration of balance, or the
establishment of new worlds. These resolutions often allow for a sense of
adventure and wonder, as well as the potential for sequels or further
exploration of the created universe.

Crafting a Strong Resolution

For writers, crafting a strong resolution is essential to creating a
compelling narrative. Here are some tips for effectively achieving this:

1. Stay True to Character: Ensure that the resolution aligns with the
characters' development throughout the story. A resolution that feels forced



or inconsistent can leave readers unsatisfied.

2. Address Key Conflicts: Make sure to resolve the central conflicts
introduced in the narrative. Readers should feel that the main issues have
been addressed.

3. Leave Room for Interpretation: Depending on the genre, consider leaving
some elements open-ended. This can encourage readers to engage with the text
and derive their own meanings.

4. Create Emotional Resonance: Aim for a resolution that evokes emotional
responses, whether joy, sadness, or contemplation. This can make the story
more memorable and impactful.

Conclusion

In summary, the resolution is a fundamental literary term that signifies the
conclusion of a narrative arc. It plays a crucial role in providing closure,
reinforcing themes, and completing character arcs. While its execution varies
across genres, a well-crafted resolution can enhance the reader's experience,
leaving them with lasting impressions and thoughts long after the story has
ended. As both readers and writers, understanding the intricacies of
resolution enriches our appreciation of literary works and the art of
storytelling itself.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of resolution in literature?

Resolution in literature refers to the part of a story where the main
conflict is resolved, typically occurring after the climax and leading to the
conclusion of the narrative.

How does resolution differ from climax in a story?

The climax is the turning point of the story, where the tension peaks, while
the resolution follows and resolves the conflicts that arose during the
climax.

Can you give an example of resolution in a popular
novel?

In 'Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone', the resolution occurs when Harry
confronts Quirrell and Voldemort, ultimately defeating them and restoring
peace to Hogwarts.



Why is resolution important in storytelling?

Resolution is important because it provides closure to the audience, tying up
loose ends and giving a sense of completion to the narrative arc.

What are some common elements found in the
resolution of a story?

Common elements include the outcome of the main conflict, character growth,
and the establishment of a new status quo or situation.

Does every story need a resolution?

While most traditional narratives include a resolution, some experimental or
open-ended stories may intentionally leave conflicts unresolved to provoke
thought or discussion.

How can a weak resolution affect a story?

A weak resolution can leave readers unsatisfied, as it may feel rushed or
insufficient in addressing the story's main conflicts, potentially
undermining the overall impact of the narrative.
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