defending the declaration how the bible
christianity influenced the writing of the
declaration of independence

Defending the Declaration of Independence is a crucial examination of how the values and
principles derived from Christianity and the Bible shaped the thoughts and writings of the
Founding Fathers. The Declaration, penned in 1776, is not just a political document but a
reflection of the moral and ethical frameworks that influenced early American thought. This
article explores the intersection of Christian beliefs and the principles articulated in the
Declaration of Independence, shedding light on the significant role religion played in the
formation of the United States.

The Historical Context of the Declaration of
Independence

The Declaration of Independence was drafted during a period of intense political turmoil in
the American colonies. The desire for independence from British rule was fueled not only by
political grievances but also by a growing sense of identity among the colonists. This
identity was, in large part, shaped by their religious beliefs.

Religious Influence in Colonial America

In the 18th century, Christianity was the dominant religion in the American colonies. The
Great Awakening, a religious revival that swept through the colonies in the 1730s and
1740s, emphasized personal faith and the authority of the Bible. Key aspects of this
movement included:

1. Emphasis on Individual Rights: The Great Awakening encouraged individuals to think for
themselves, leading to a broader understanding of personal liberty and human rights. This
laid the groundwork for the revolutionary ideas that would emerge in the Declaration.

2. Moral Framework: Biblical teachings provided a moral basis for the argument against
tyranny and oppression. Many colonists believed that their fight for independence was not
just a political struggle but also a righteous cause rooted in their Christian beliefs.

3. Community and Solidarity: The revival fostered a sense of community among colonists,
uniting them under shared beliefs and values. This sense of solidarity would be crucial in
the collective action that led to independence.



Key Themes in the Declaration of Independence

As we analyze the Declaration of Independence, several key themes emerge that are
deeply intertwined with Christian doctrine and biblical principles.

Natural Rights and Divine Law

One of the foundational principles of the Declaration is the assertion of natural rights,
famously encapsulated in the phrase "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." This
concept draws heavily from the idea of divine law as understood in Christian theology.

- Inalienable Rights: The Declaration posits that these rights are bestowed not by
governments but by the Creator. This aligns with the biblical teaching that all humans are
created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27), implying inherent dignity and rights.

- Moral Authority: By framing rights as divinely given, the Founding Fathers invoked a moral
authority that transcended human law. This assertion placed a higher value on individual
rights, reflecting the Christian belief in the sanctity of human life.

Equality and Justice

The Declaration famously states, "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal." This principle of equality has its roots in Christian teaching, particularly in
the New Testament.

- Biblical Equality: Galatians 3:28 emphasizes that in Christ, there is neither Jew nor Gentile,
neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female. This radical idea of equality before God
influenced the Founding Fathers’ views on social justice and the inherent worth of every
individual.

- Call for Justice: The Christian tradition places a strong emphasis on justice and
righteousness. The Declaration’s demand for justice against oppressive rule resonates with
the biblical call for justice found in texts like Micah 6:8, which instructs believers to "act
justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with your God."

The Pursuit of Happiness and the Common Good

The phrase "the pursuit of happiness" in the Declaration can be traced back to
Enlightenment thought, but it also reflects Christian ideals about the common good and the
well-being of society.

- Biblical Happiness: In Christian teaching, true happiness is often linked to living in
accordance with God’s will and serving others. This aligns with the idea that individual
pursuits should not come at the expense of the community.



- Collective Responsibility: The notion of pursuing happiness underscores the importance of
communal well-being and moral responsibility, which is a recurring theme in Christian
ethics.

The Founding Fathers and Their Christian Beliefs

Many of the Founding Fathers were influenced by Christian thought, and their writings
reflect a synthesis of Enlightenment ideals and biblical principles.

Key Figures and Their Beliefs

1. Thomas Jefferson: While Jefferson is often seen as a deist, he was deeply influenced by
Christian morals and ethics. He famously created the Jefferson Bible, which emphasized the
moral teachings of Jesus while excluding supernatural elements. His writings reflect a belief
in reason, morality, and the importance of ethical governance.

2. John Adams: Adams was a devout Christian who believed that the principles of
Christianity were essential for a successful government. He stated that "our constitution
was made only for a moral and religious people," highlighting the need for a moral
framework based on Christian teachings.

3. Benjamin Franklin: Franklin’s writings and speeches often referenced biblical principles.
He believed in the importance of virtue and morality, which he regarded as essential for the
prosperity of the nation.

The Role of Christian Organizations

Christian organizations played a significant role in the American Revolution and the
promotion of the ideals reflected in the Declaration.

- The Influence of Churches: Many churches became centers of revolutionary thought,
advocating for independence and moral righteousness. Clergy often preached sermons that
encouraged resistance against British tyranny, framing the struggle as a divine mission.

- The Creation of Educational Institutions: Christian organizations established schools and

universities that taught the principles of liberty, justice, and equality, further embedding
these ideals within the fabric of American society.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Christianity
in American Values

The influence of Christianity and the Bible on the Declaration of Independence cannot be



understated. The principles of natural rights, equality, justice, and the pursuit of happiness
are deeply rooted in a Christian understanding of morality and ethics. As the United States
continues to grapple with its identity and values, the foundational ideas articulated in the
Declaration remain a powerful testament to the impact of religious thought on the nation’s
formation.

In defending the Declaration, it becomes evident that the interplay between religion and
politics is not merely historical but continues to shape American identity and values today.
Understanding this influence is essential for appreciating the complexities of American
democracy and the ongoing struggle for human rights and dignity in a diverse society. The
legacy of the Declaration, informed by Christian principles, serves as a guiding light as the
nation strives to fulfill its promise of liberty and justice for all.

Frequently Asked Questions

How did Christian principles influence the concept of
natural rights in the Declaration of Independence?

Christian principles emphasize the inherent dignity and worth of every individual, which
aligns with the Declaration's assertion that all men are created equal and endowed with
unalienable rights. These ideas stem from the belief that rights are granted by a Creator, a
fundamental aspect of Christian theology.

What role did Enlightenment thinkers, often influenced
by Christianity, play in shaping the Declaration of
Independence?

Enlightenment thinkers like John Locke, who were influenced by Christian moral philosophy,
argued for the social contract and the idea that governments derive their legitimacy from
the consent of the governed. These concepts were directly incorporated into the
Declaration, emphasizing liberty and the right to revolt against tyrannical rule.

In what way does the Declaration of Independence
reflect biblical themes of justice and liberation?

The Declaration reflects biblical themes of justice and liberation by advocating for the
colonists' right to resist oppression and seek freedom, paralleling the biblical narratives of
the Israelites' quest for liberation from tyranny. This connection underscores the moral
imperative to pursue justice, a recurring theme in Christian teachings.

How did the founding fathers reconcile their Christian
beliefs with Enlightenment ideals in the Declaration?

The founding fathers sought to blend their Christian beliefs with Enlightenment ideals by
framing the Declaration in a way that acknowledges a Creator while also advocating for
reason and individual rights. They believed that faith and reason could coexist, leading to a



government that respects both divine authority and human autonomy.

What specific biblical references or allusions can be
found in the Declaration of Independence?

While the Declaration does not contain direct biblical quotes, phrases like 'the Laws of
Nature and of Nature's God' reflect a theological underpinning that aligns with biblical
concepts of justice and morality, suggesting a divine framework for the rights and duties of
individuals and governments.
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