david niven around the world in 80
days

david niven around the world in 80 days is a phrase synonymous with classic
cinema and timeless adventure. This article explores the iconic 1956 film
"Around the World in 80 Days," starring the distinguished British actor David
Niven. Known for his suave demeanor and impeccable charm, Niven brought the
character of Phileas Fogg to life in a way that captivated audiences around
the globe. This piece covers the film’s production, Niven’s role and
performance, the movie'’s significance in film history, and its lasting
cultural impact. In addition, the article delves into the supporting cast,
the adventurous storyline, and the critical and commercial reception of the
film. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of why david niven
around the world in 80 days remains a celebrated classic in the adventure
genre.
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The Making of Around the World in 80 Days

The production of the film "Around the World in 80 Days" was a major
cinematic endeavor in the mid-1950s. Based on Jules Verne’s classic 1873
adventure novel, the movie was directed by Michael Anderson and produced by
the legendary Mike Todd. The film was notable for its epic scope, extensive
location shooting, and use of the then-new Todd-AO widescreen process. The
decision to cast David Niven as the lead was a strategic choice, given his
established reputation as a sophisticated leading man. The production
included a remarkable array of international locations to authentically
depict the globe-trotting narrative.



Filming Locations and Techniques

The filmmakers undertook location shoots in diverse countries including
England, India, Egypt, and the United States. These locations were carefully
selected to evoke the exotic and adventurous spirit of the story. The use of
Todd-AO0 technology enhanced the visual experience, providing vibrant color
and sharp images that were groundbreaking at the time. This commitment to
technical excellence contributed significantly to the film’'s immersive
quality.

Budget and Scale

The film’s budget was one of the largest for its era, reflecting the ambition
behind the project. With a star-studded cast, elaborate sets, and extensive
travel for the crew, "Around the World in 80 Days" was a major financial
investment. The scale of the production captured the imagination of audiences
and set new standards for adventure films.

David Niven’s Role as Phileas Fogg

David Niven'’s portrayal of Phileas Fogg is central to the film’s enduring
appeal. Fogg is a quintessentially British gentleman, known for his precise
nature, calm demeanor, and adventurous spirit. Niven embodied these traits
with a blend of charm, wit, and understated humor. His performance was
praised for balancing the character’s rigid formality with a subtle warmth
that made Fogg relatable and engaging.

Character Analysis

Phileas Fogg is depicted as a man of great discipline and courage, willing to
risk everything on a wager to circumnavigate the globe in 80 days. Niven’s
interpretation highlighted Fogg’s intellect and resourcefulness, which were
crucial to overcoming the numerous obstacles encountered during the journey.
The actor’s refined style and impeccable timing added depth to the character,
making the adventure both thrilling and credible.

Niven’s Career Context

At the time of filming, David Niven was already an established star with a
versatile portfolio ranging from comedies to dramas. His role in "Around the
World in 80 Days" further cemented his status as a leading actor capable of
carrying large-scale productions. The film showcased his ability to lead an
ensemble cast while maintaining a strong screen presence.



Plot and Storyline Overview

The narrative of "Around the World in 80 Days" centers on Phileas Fogg’s
daring wager to travel around the world within a strict timeframe.
Accompanied by his loyal valet Passepartout, Fogg sets out on a whirlwind
journey filled with unexpected challenges, exotic locales, and cultural
encounters. The storyline stays true to Jules Verne’s adventurous spirit
while incorporating cinematic embellishments to enhance drama and humor.

Key Plot Points

1. Fogg’'s wager at the Reform Club in London initiates the adventure.

2. The journey begins with a series of scheduled departures and arrivals by
train, ship, and other means of transport.

3. Encounters with various characters, including allies and antagonists,
add complexity to the voyage.

4. Obstacles such as natural disasters, mechanical failures, and legal
challenges threaten the timeline.

5. The climax involves a race against time to return to London and win the
wager.

Thematic Elements

The film explores themes of determination, innovation, and the human spirit’s
ability to overcome adversity. It celebrates the excitement of exploration
and the diversity of cultures encountered during the journey. These themes
resonated with audiences of the 1950s and continue to appeal to viewers
today.

Supporting Cast and Notable Cameos

A distinguishing feature of "Around the World in 80 Days" is its extensive
and star-studded supporting cast. The film includes several cameo appearances
by well-known actors, adding a layer of entertainment and surprise for the
audience. This ensemble approach contributed to the movie’s lively and
dynamic atmosphere.



Main Supporting Characters

e Robert Newton as Detective Fix, the persistent pursuer of Fogg.
e Cantinflas as Passepartout, Fogg’s loyal and resourceful valet.

e Shirley MacLaine as Princess Aouda, a key figure who joins the journey.

Notable Cameos

The film featured cameo roles by prominent actors such as Frank Sinatra,
Marlene Dietrich, and John Mills. These appearances enhanced the film’s
appeal and showcased the collaborative spirit of Hollywood during the era.

Production Design and Cinematography

The visual style of "Around the World in 80 Days" is a testament to the
artistry and craftsmanship of its production team. The film’s elaborate sets,
costumes, and location shots work together to create a vivid portrayal of the
diverse regions visited during the journey. Cinematographer Lionel Lindon
played a crucial role in capturing the film’s expansive scope and vibrant
color palette.

Costume and Set Design

Costumes were meticulously designed to reflect the historical period and
cultural settings authentically. The sets ranged from Victorian London
interiors to bustling Indian bazaars, each crafted with attention to detail.
This authenticity enhanced the immersive quality of the film and supported
the storytelling effectively.

Cinematographic Innovations

The use of the Todd-AO widescreen process allowed for sweeping panoramic
shots and rich visual textures. This technology was innovative for its time
and helped create a cinematic experience that was both grand and intimate.
The cinematography emphasized the vastness of the journey and the diversity
of the environments encountered.



Critical Reception and Awards

"Around the World in 80 Days" was met with widespread acclaim from critics
and audiences alike. The film’'s combination of adventure, humor, and
spectacle earned it a prominent place in the cinematic landscape of the
1950s. Its success was reflected in numerous awards and nominations.

Box Office Performance

The film was a commercial success, grossing significantly more than its
production budget. Its appeal to a broad audience, including families and
adventure enthusiasts, contributed to its strong box office performance
worldwide.

Industry Recognition

e Won the Academy Award for Best Picture in 1957.

e Received Oscars for Best Art Direction, Best Costume Design, and Best
Film Editing.

e Nominated for several other categories, including Best Actor for David
Niven.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

David Niven’s "Around the World in 80 Days" left a lasting legacy in the
world of cinema and popular culture. The film’s adventurous spirit and
innovative production techniques influenced subsequent travel and adventure
movies. Its portrayal of global exploration continues to inspire filmmakers
and audiences alike.

Influence on Adventure Films

The movie set a benchmark for adventure storytelling, blending humor, drama,
and spectacle in a formula that many later films emulated. It demonstrated
the potential for large-scale location shoots and ensemble casts in creating
engaging narratives.

Enduring Popularity

Decades after its release, "Around the World in 80 Days" remains a beloved



classic. David Niven's performance is often cited as one of his finest, and
the film’s depiction of a globe-spanning adventure continues to captivate new
generations of viewers. Its impact is evident in adaptations, remakes, and
references across various media.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who played the lead role of Phileas Fogg in the 1956
film 'Around the World in 80 Days' starring David
Niven?

David Niven played the lead role of Phileas Fogg in the 1956 film 'Around the
World in 80 Days.'

What is the plot of 'Around the World in 80 Days'
featuring David Niven?

The plot follows Phileas Fogg, a wealthy Englishman who bets that he can
travel around the world in 80 days, encountering various adventures along the
way .

How was David Niven's performance received in
"Around the World in 80 Days'?

David Niven's performance was widely praised for his charming and suave
portrayal of Phileas Fogg, contributing significantly to the film's success.

Did David Niven win any awards for his role in
"Around the World in 80 Days'?

Although the film won several Oscars, David Niven himself did not win an
individual award for his role in 'Around the World in 80 Days.'

Who directed the 1956 movie 'Around the World in 80
Days' starring David Niven?

Michael Anderson directed the 1956 film 'Around the World in 80 Days'
starring David Niven.

What notable co-stars appeared alongside David Niven
in 'Around the World in 80 Days'?

Notable co-stars included Cantinflas as Passepartout, and other stars like
Shirley MacLaine and Robert Newton appeared in the film.



How did 'Around the World in 80 Days' impact David
Niven's acting career?

The film was one of David Niven's most famous roles, enhancing his reputation
as a leading man in Hollywood during the 1950s.

Is the 1956 'Around the World in 80 Days' film
starring David Niven faithful to Jules Verne's
original novel?

The film takes some creative liberties for entertainment but generally
follows the main storyline of Jules Verne's novel about Phileas Fogg's
journey around the world.

Additional Resources

1. Around the World in 80 Days by Jules Verne

This classic adventure novel follows the journey of Phileas Fogg, a
meticulous Englishman who attempts to circumnavigate the globe in just 80
days to win a bet. Alongside his loyal servant Passepartout, Fogg encounters
numerous challenges and thrilling escapades. The story is a timeless
exploration of determination, innovation, and the spirit of adventure.

2. David Niven: The Man Behind the Smile

This biography delves into the life and career of David Niven, the charming
British actor known for his wit and elegance. It explores his experiences
both on and off the screen, including his role in the 1956 film adaptation of
"Around the World in 80 Days." The book offers insights into his personal
life, Hollywood journey, and enduring legacy.

3. The Making of Around the World in 80 Days (1956)

An in-depth look at the production of the iconic film starring David Niven as
Phileas Fogg. The book covers casting decisions, filming locations, special
effects, and behind-the-scenes anecdotes. It also highlights the film’s
critical reception and its place in cinematic history.

4. Classic Hollywood Adventures: Films That Took Us Around the World

This collection analyzes several mid-20th century films, including "Around
the World in 80 Days," that captured the imagination with globe-trotting
stories. It examines how these films reflected cultural attitudes of their
time and contributed to the adventure genre. David Niven's performance is
discussed as a key element in the success of the genre.

5. The Golden Age of British Cinema: David Niven and His Contemporaries

A comprehensive study of British cinema’s golden era, focusing on actors like
David Niven who became international stars. The book covers major films,
including "Around the World in 80 Days," and explores themes of class, charm,
and British identity in cinema. It situates Niven’s work within the broader



context of film history.

6. Travel and Adventure in Literature: From Verne to the Silver Screen

This book traces the evolution of travel literature and its adaptations into
film, with a special focus on "Around the World in 80 Days." It compares
Jules Verne'’s original novel to its cinematic versions, including the one
starring David Niven. The discussion highlights how storytelling about travel
has changed over time.

7. Phileas Fogg’s Legacy: The Cultural Impact of Around the World in 80 Days
Exploring the lasting influence of the story of Phileas Fogg, this book looks
at its adaptations, parodies, and references in popular culture. It discusses
how David Niven’s portrayal helped cement the character’s image for
generations. The book also examines the story’s themes of globalization and
technological progress.

8. Stars and Stripes Abroad: American and British Actors in International
Cinema

This work examines the careers of actors like David Niven who bridged
national cinemas, starring in films with international settings and appeal.
It considers how "Around the World in 80 Days" exemplifies this trend, with
its diverse cast and global storyline. The book discusses the cross-cultural
exchange between Hollywood and British cinema.

9. Epic Journeys on Film: The Art of Cinematic Travel

Focusing on films that depict grand journeys, this book includes a detailed
analysis of "Around the World in 80 Days" (1956). It looks at how filmmakers
use visual storytelling to capture the excitement and challenges of travel.
David Niven’s role as the intrepid explorer is highlighted as a classic
example of the genre’s hero.
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