
david brown 880 selectamatic manual
David Brown 880 Selectamatic Manual is an essential guide for users of one of the most
popular tractors produced in the 1960s and 1970s. The David Brown 880, known for its
reliability and efficiency, has been a staple in agricultural machinery for decades. This
article delves into the intricacies of the David Brown 880 Selectamatic Manual, exploring its
features, functionalities, and maintenance tips to ensure optimal performance from this
robust piece of machinery.

Overview of the David Brown 880 Selectamatic

The David Brown 880 Selectamatic is a versatile tractor that was designed to meet the
demands of modern farming. Introduced in the early 1960s, the 880 quickly became known
for its innovative Selectamatic hydraulic system, which allowed for precise control over
implements and attachments. This made it a popular choice among farmers who required a
reliable and efficient tractor for various agricultural tasks.

Key Features of the David Brown 880

1. Engine and Power:
- The 880 is powered by a 3.5-liter, four-cylinder diesel engine that produces approximately
50 horsepower. This robust engine provides ample power for a range of farming
applications.

2. Selectamatic Hydraulic System:
- The Selectamatic system is a standout feature that allows for easy control of hydraulic
implements. It provides instant response and allows for a variety of settings to
accommodate different tasks.

3. Transmission:
- The tractor is equipped with a 4-speed gearbox, offering a total of 8 forward and 2 reverse
gears. This transmission setup allows for versatility in speed and torque.

4. Build and Design:
- The David Brown 880 features a sturdy build, with a design that prioritizes both operator
comfort and ease of use. The layout of controls is intuitive, making it easier for operators to
manage tasks efficiently.

5. Versatile Attachments:
- The tractor can be fitted with a wide range of attachments, including plows, mowers, and
loaders, making it suitable for various agricultural operations.



Importance of the David Brown 880 Selectamatic
Manual

The David Brown 880 Selectamatic Manual serves as a comprehensive resource for
operators, providing essential information on the operation, maintenance, and
troubleshooting of the tractor. Understanding the manual is crucial for several reasons:

1. Safe Operation

The manual outlines safety procedures that must be followed when operating the tractor.
Key safety tips include:

- Always wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE).
- Ensure that all implements are securely attached before use.
- Follow guidelines for safe towing and lifting operations.

2. Maintenance Guidelines

Regular maintenance is essential for prolonging the lifespan of the David Brown 880. The
manual provides detailed instructions on:

- Engine oil changes (frequency and type of oil).
- Checking and replacing filters (fuel, oil, air).
- Inspecting belts and hoses for wear and tear.
- Hydraulic system maintenance, including checking fluid levels and leaks.

3. Troubleshooting Common Issues

The manual includes a troubleshooting section that helps operators identify and resolve
common problems. Some frequent issues include:

- Engine won’t start: Check fuel levels, battery condition, and starter motor functionality.
- Hydraulic system failure: Ensure hydraulic fluid is at the correct level and check for leaks.
- Transmission problems: Inspect the clutch and gear linkage for any issues.

Operating the David Brown 880

Operating the David Brown 880 can be straightforward if the instructions in the David
Brown 880 Selectamatic Manual are followed correctly. Here are some key operating
procedures:



Starting the Tractor

1. Ensure the tractor is in neutral.
2. Turn the fuel valve to the open position.
3. Check that all implements are raised.
4. Turn the ignition key to start the engine, allowing the glow plugs to warm up if
necessary.
5. Once the engine starts, allow it to idle for a few minutes to reach optimal operating
temperature.

Using the Selectamatic System

The Selectamatic hydraulic system enhances the versatility of the tractor. Here’s how to
utilize it:

- Engaging Implements: Use the control lever to raise or lower the implement. The system
provides feedback, allowing for precise control.
- Adjusting Lift Height: Operators can adjust the height of the implement on-the-go using
the Selectamatic control for better efficiency during operations.

Driving and Maneuvering

- Shifting Gears: Familiarize yourself with the gear pattern. Shift smoothly to avoid strain on
the transmission.
- Turning: Use a wide turn radius when maneuvering with attachments to avoid damaging
crops or obstacles.

Maintenance Practices

Proper maintenance is vital for ensuring the longevity and reliability of the David Brown
880. Here are some recommended practices based on the David Brown 880 Selectamatic
Manual:

Daily Checks

Before each use, operators should perform the following checks:

- Fluid Levels: Check engine oil, hydraulic fluid, and coolant levels.
- Tire Pressure: Ensure all tires are inflated to the recommended pressure.
- General Condition: Inspect for leaks, loose bolts, or any visible signs of wear.



Weekly Maintenance

Every week, conduct more thorough inspections:

- Oil Change: Depending on usage, change engine oil and filters as recommended in the
manual.
- Battery Maintenance: Clean terminals and ensure proper connections.
- Hydraulic System Check: Inspect hydraulic hoses for damage and leaks.

Seasonal Maintenance

At the change of each season, consider performing:

- Full Service: A complete service including fuel filter replacement, air filter
cleaning/replacement, and a full inspection of the hydraulic system.
- Storage Preparation: If storing the tractor for an extended period, ensure it is cleaned, fuel
stabilizer is added, and the battery is maintained.

Conclusion

The David Brown 880 Selectamatic Manual is more than just a guide; it is a vital tool for
both new and experienced operators of this iconic tractor. By following the instructions for
operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting outlined in the manual, users can ensure that
their David Brown 880 remains a reliable asset on the farm. This tractor’s robust
performance, matched with proper care as described in the manual, will continue to serve
agricultural needs for years to come. Whether you are plowing fields, mowing grass, or
performing other tasks, familiarity with the manual is key to maximizing the potential of the
David Brown 880 Selectamatic.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the David Brown 880
Selectamatic manual?
The manual provides detailed instructions on the operation, maintenance, and
troubleshooting of the David Brown 880 Selectamatic tractor.

Where can I find a PDF version of the David Brown 880
Selectamatic manual?
PDF versions of the manual can often be found on agricultural machinery websites, forums,
or by contacting David Brown tractor enthusiast groups.



What are the key features of the David Brown 880
Selectamatic?
Key features include a Selectamatic hydraulic system, a powerful engine, and versatility for
various agricultural tasks.

How do I troubleshoot hydraulic issues on the David
Brown 880 Selectamatic?
The manual provides step-by-step guidance for diagnosing hydraulic problems, including
checking fluid levels, inspecting hoses, and testing valves.

What type of oil is recommended for the David Brown
880 Selectamatic?
The manual specifies using a high-quality hydraulic oil or engine oil that meets the
manufacturer's requirements for optimal performance.

Are there any common problems associated with the
David Brown 880 Selectamatic?
Common issues include hydraulic system failures, starting problems, and electrical faults,
which are addressed in the troubleshooting section of the manual.

How often should I service my David Brown 880
Selectamatic?
Regular servicing is recommended every 100 hours of operation or at least annually, as
detailed in the maintenance section of the manual.

Can I use the David Brown 880 Selectamatic manual for
repair guidance?
Yes, the manual includes repair guidance, including parts diagrams and step-by-step
procedures for various maintenance tasks.

What safety precautions should I follow while using the
David Brown 880 Selectamatic?
The manual outlines essential safety precautions such as wearing protective gear, ensuring
proper equipment operation, and being aware of surroundings while operating the tractor.
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