
david bowie little drummer boy

David Bowie Little Drummer Boy is a unique collaboration that has transcended
generations, blending two iconic artists and their distinct styles into a
timeless Christmas classic. This memorable performance not only showcases
Bowie’s artistry but also highlights his ability to adapt and reinvent
himself through collaboration. In this article, we will delve deep into the
history, significance, and impact of this extraordinary rendition of “Little
Drummer Boy,” exploring its creation, the artists involved, and its enduring
legacy in popular culture.

Background of the Little Drummer Boy

Originally written in 1941 by Katherine K. Davis, “Little Drummer Boy” is a
Christmas song that tells the story of a poor boy who, upon meeting the
newborn Jesus, plays his drum as a humble gift. The song quickly gained
popularity and has since been covered by numerous artists, making it a staple
of the holiday season. The narrative of the song resonates with themes of
simplicity, humility, and the spirit of giving, which are central to the
Christmas tradition.

Evolution of the Song

- Initial Reception: The song was first recorded in 1955 by the Trapp Family
Singers and gained further notoriety with a version by the Harry Simeone
Chorale, which became a Billboard hit.
- Covers and Versions: Over the decades, “Little Drummer Boy” has been
covered by a variety of artists across different genres, including:
- The Jackson 5
- Bing Crosby
- Joan Jett
- A version by David Bowie and Bing Crosby, which stands out due to its
unique arrangement and the contrasting styles of the two performers.

The 1977 Bowie and Crosby Collaboration

The collaboration between David Bowie and Bing Crosby took place during a
Christmas special that aired on NBC in 1977. This unlikely pairing brought
together two generations of music, with Bowie representing the avant-garde
rock movement and Crosby embodying the classic crooner style.

Setting the Stage for the Performance

- Bowie’s Career at the Time: At the time of the performance, Bowie was at
the height of his fame, having released several influential albums, including
“The Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders from Mars.” He was known
for his flamboyant style and innovative approach to music.
- Crosby’s Legacy: Bing Crosby, on the other hand, was an established star
known for his smooth vocals and contributions to the American music



landscape. His rendition of “White Christmas” remains one of the best-selling
singles of all time.

Production and Arrangement

The arrangement of “Little Drummer Boy” for the special was distinctive.
Originally, Bowie was hesitant to participate in the performance due to its
traditional nature, but he was persuaded to join after the production team
suggested modifying the arrangement to better fit his style.

- The New Lyrics: As a compromise, Bowie’s team introduced an original
counter-melody called “Peace on Earth” that complemented the traditional
lyrics of “Little Drummer Boy.” This dual song format not only allowed Bowie
to express his artistic sensibilities but also enriched the emotional depth
of the performance.
- Musical Elements: The performance features a blend of traditional
orchestration and modern rock elements, showcasing Bowie’s ability to merge
different musical styles seamlessly.

The Impact of the Performance

The broadcast of “Little Drummer Boy” featuring David Bowie and Bing Crosby
has left an indelible mark on popular culture. Despite its initial airing
over four decades ago, it continues to be a beloved holiday classic.

Audience Reception

- Initial Broadcast: The special, titled “Bing Crosby’s Merrie Olde
Christmas,” aired on December 24, 1977, and was watched by millions. Viewers
were captivated by the unexpected pairing of the two icons.
- Legacy of the Performance: The performance has since been rebroadcast and
is often included in holiday programming. It has become a nostalgic favorite
for many who grew up watching it during the Christmas season.

Cultural Significance

- Representation of Two Eras: The collaboration represents a bridge between
the classic and modern musical eras, showcasing how different generations can
come together to create something beautiful and meaningful.
- Influence on Future Collaborations: This performance has inspired countless
artists to explore innovative collaborations, proving that artistic
boundaries can be crossed to create new interpretations of beloved songs.

Analysis of the Performance

The performance of “Little Drummer Boy” is often hailed as one of the most
memorable musical moments on television. Several aspects contribute to its
lasting impact.



Vocal Performances

- Bowie’s Unique Style: David Bowie’s vocal delivery is characterized by its
emotional intensity and theatricality. His performance conveys a sense of
vulnerability that resonates deeply with the lyrics.
- Crosby’s Smooth Crooning: Bing Crosby’s rich, warm voice contrasts
beautifully with Bowie’s, creating a harmonious blend that enhances the
overall emotional effect of the performance.

Thematic Depth

- Themes of Peace and Humility: The lyrics of “Little Drummer Boy” and the
original counter-melody “Peace on Earth” complement each other perfectly,
emphasizing themes of peace, humility, and the spirit of giving during the
holiday season.
- Visual Presentation: The visual elements of the performance, including the
set design and the artists’ attire, add to the overall atmosphere, creating a
cozy and nostalgic holiday feeling.

The Enduring Legacy of David Bowie and Bing
Crosby

The collaboration between David Bowie and Bing Crosby in “Little Drummer Boy”
remains a significant moment in music history. Its legacy continues to
influence artists and inspire holiday programming around the world.

Influence on Artists

- Modern Covers: Many contemporary artists have drawn inspiration from this
performance, leading to new interpretations of both “Little Drummer Boy” and
“Peace on Earth.”
- Collaborative Spirit: The willingness of both artists to bridge their
styles has encouraged future generations of musicians to pursue cross-genre
collaborations.

Holiday Tradition

- Seasonal Airings: The performance is often featured in holiday specials,
reminding audiences of the magic of collaboration and the spirit of
Christmas.
- Cultural Icon Status: Both Bowie and Crosby have achieved iconic status in
music history, and their collaboration in this performance solidifies their
place as influential figures in the holiday music canon.

Conclusion

In summary, David Bowie Little Drummer Boy is more than just a holiday



performance; it is a testament to the power of collaboration and the ability
of music to transcend time and genre. The blending of Bowie’s innovative
spirit with Crosby’s classic style results in a rendition that continues to
resonate with audiences around the world. As we revisit this iconic
performance each holiday season, we are reminded of the joy of music, the
importance of peace, and the timeless message of giving that lies at the
heart of Christmas.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of David Bowie's rendition
of 'Little Drummer Boy'?

David Bowie's rendition of 'Little Drummer Boy' is significant because it
showcases his ability to blend pop and rock with traditional holiday music,
creating a unique and memorable version that has become a classic.

When was David Bowie's 'Little Drummer Boy'
originally released?

David Bowie's version of 'Little Drummer Boy' was originally released in 1977
as part of a television special called 'Bing Crosby's Merrie Olde Christmas'.

Who collaborated with David Bowie on his version of
'Little Drummer Boy'?

David Bowie collaborated with Bing Crosby on his version of 'Little Drummer
Boy', resulting in a famous duet that combined their distinct musical styles.

How did the public react to Bowie's 'Little Drummer
Boy' when it first aired?

The public reacted positively to Bowie's 'Little Drummer Boy', finding it a
refreshing take on a holiday classic, and it has since gained a strong
following over the years.

What elements of Bowie's style are evident in his
'Little Drummer Boy' performance?

Bowie's performance of 'Little Drummer Boy' features theatrical vocal
delivery, emotive expression, and a blend of rock influences, which set it
apart from traditional versions.

How has Bowie's 'Little Drummer Boy' influenced
modern holiday music?

Bowie's 'Little Drummer Boy' has influenced modern holiday music by inspiring
artists to experiment with different genres and styles, encouraging unique
interpretations of classic songs.



What themes are present in Bowie's 'Little Drummer
Boy'?

Themes of peace, generosity, and the spirit of giving are present in Bowie's
'Little Drummer Boy', reflecting the original song's message of humility and
joy during the holiday season.

Is there a music video for Bowie's 'Little Drummer
Boy'?

Yes, there is a music video for Bowie's 'Little Drummer Boy', featuring
footage from the original television special and showcasing the performance
between Bowie and Bing Crosby.
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