darkest powers series by kelley
armstrong

Darkest Powers Series by Kelley Armstrong is a captivating young adult
fantasy series that delves into the world of supernatural abilities, teenage
angst, and the search for identity. First published in 2008, the series
quickly gained a loyal following due to its engaging characters, intricate
plotlines, and Armstrong's unique blend of horror and fantasy elements. This
article will explore the series' central themes, characters, and the impact
it has made on the young adult genre.

Overview of the Darkest Powers Series

The Darkest Powers series consists of three main novels:

1. The Summoning (2008)
2. The Awakening (2009)
3. The Reckoning (2010)

Additionally, there are several short stories set in the same universe, which
expand on the experiences of the characters. The series is part of
Armstrong's larger "Women of the Otherworld" universe, which includes several
other series featuring supernatural beings such as werewolves, witches, and
demons.

Plot Summary

The story follows Chloe Saunders, a sixteen-year-old girl who discovers she
has the ability to see ghosts. After a traumatic experience at school, Chloe
is sent to a group home for troubled teens, where she meets other individuals
with supernatural powers. As Chloe begins to uncover the dark secrets
surrounding her abilities and the institution she is in, she realizes that
she is not alone in her struggles.

The narrative unfolds as Chloe, along with her friends, navigates the dangers
posed by the adults in charge while trying to escape and uncover the truth
about their powers. The series is notable for its fast-paced action,
suspenseful twists, and emotional depth, making it a compelling read for fans
of young adult fantasy.

Main Characters



The Darkest Powers series features a cast of memorable characters, each with
their own unique abilities and struggles:

Chloe Saunders

Chloe is the protagonist of the series, characterized by her intelligence,
wit, and vulnerability. Her journey from a typical teenager to someone who
grapples with supernatural powers and the implications of those abilities is
central to the narrative. Chloe's development throughout the series reflects
themes of self-acceptance, courage, and friendship.

Other Key Characters

- Rae: Chloe's roommate at the group home, Rae has the ability to manipulate
shadows and is portrayed as a fiercely loyal friend.

- Tori: Another resident of the group home, Tori is a strong-willed and
independent girl with a talent for necromancy. Her character adds complexity
to the dynamics within the group.

- Derek: A brooding and mysterious boy with werewolf-like abilities, Derek
serves as both a protector and a love interest for Chloe. His character
provides a romantic subplot that intertwines with the main story.

Each character is well-developed, with distinct personalities and arcs that
contribute to the overarching themes of love, betrayal, and the search for
belonging.

Themes Explored in the Series

Kelley Armstrong's Darkest Powers series tackles several important themes
that resonate with readers:

Identity and Self-Discovery

At its core, the series is about finding one's identity in a world that often
feels alien. Chloe and her friends grapple with their supernatural abilities
while trying to maintain a sense of normalcy. This struggle reflects the

common teenage experience of searching for self-acceptance and understanding.

Friendship and Loyalty

The bonds formed between Chloe and her friends are pivotal to the narrative.



The series emphasizes the importance of loyalty and support in overcoming
challenges, as the characters rely on each other to face the dangers posed by
the adults who seek to control them.

Power and Control

The series also delves into the dynamics of power and control, particularly
in the context of the supernatural. The characters often find themselves at
the mercy of powerful adults, leading to questions about autonomy and the
ethics of using power. This theme is particularly relevant in a society where
adolescents often feel powerless.

Life and Death

With elements of necromancy and ghostly encounters, the series explores the
concept of life and death in a nuanced way. It challenges readers to consider
what it means to live fully and the implications of life after death, as well
as the responsibilities that come with certain powers.

Critical Reception

The Darkest Powers series has received positive reviews from both readers and
critics. It has been praised for its:

- Strong Character Development: The characters are relatable and undergo
significant growth throughout the series.

- Engaging Plot: The fast-paced narrative keeps readers on the edge of their
seats, with unexpected twists and turns.

- Emotional Depth: The series tackles serious themes while maintaining a
sense of hope and resilience.

Many fans appreciate Armstrong's ability to blend horror and fantasy
elements, creating a unique atmosphere that draws readers into the story.

Impact on Young Adult Literature

Kelley Armstrong's Darkest Powers series has made a significant impact on the
young adult fantasy genre. It has paved the way for other authors to explore
supernatural themes while addressing crucial issues faced by teenagers. The
series has inspired a wave of young adult novels featuring strong female
protagonists and complex supernatural worlds.

Furthermore, Armstrong's work has contributed to a growing interest in



stories that blend elements of horror and fantasy, leading to a richer
diversity of narratives within the genre. The series has also encouraged
discussions about mental health, identity, and the challenges of adolescence,
making it a relevant read for young adults today.

Conclusion

In summary, the Darkest Powers series by Kelley Armstrong is a compelling
exploration of supernatural themes, friendship, and the journey of self-
discovery. Through relatable characters and a gripping plot, the series
resonates with readers and has left a lasting mark on young adult literature.
As Chloe Saunders navigates the complexities of her abilities and the dangers
surrounding her, readers are invited to reflect on their own identities and
the power of friendship. Armstrong's ability to address significant themes
while crafting an engaging narrative ensures that the Darkest Powers series
remains a beloved staple in the realm of young adult fantasy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of the Darkest Powers
series by Kelley Armstrong?

The Darkest Powers series follows the story of a teenage girl, Chloe
Saunders, who discovers she has the ability to see ghosts. After being sent
to a group home for troubled teens, she uncovers dark secrets about her
abilities and the organization that is experimenting on people like her.

Who are the main characters in the Darkest Powers
series?

The main characters include Chloe Saunders, a necromancer; Derek Souza, a
werewolf; Simon Bae, a sorcerer; and Tori Rinaldi, a witch. Together, they
navigate the challenges of their powers and the dangers posed by the
organization pursuing them.

How many books are in the Darkest Powers series?

The Darkest Powers series consists of three main novels: 'The Summoning,'
'The Awakening,' and 'The Reckoning.' Additionally, there are several short
stories and novellas related to the series.

What themes are explored in the Darkest Powers



series?

The series explores themes of identity, friendship, trust, and the ethical
implications of scientific experimentation. It also delves into the struggles
of adolescence, especially dealing with supernatural powers.

Is the Darkest Powers series suitable for young
adult readers?

Yes, the Darkest Powers series is categorized as young adult fiction and is
suitable for teens, although it contains some dark themes and elements of
horror.

What makes Chloe Saunders a unique protagonist in
the Darkest Powers series?

Chloe is unique because she is a necromancer, which sets her apart from
typical teenage protagonists. Her struggle with her powers and her quest for
self-acceptance make her relatable and compelling.

How does Kelley Armstrong blend genres in the
Darkest Powers series?

Armstrong blends elements of urban fantasy, horror, and mystery within the
Darkest Powers series, creating a thrilling and immersive narrative that
appeals to a wide range of readers.

What role does friendship play in the Darkest Powers
series?

Friendship is a central theme in the series, as Chloe forms strong bonds with
her fellow supernatural teens. Their relationships are crucial for support,
trust, and survival against external threats.

Are there any spin-offs related to the Darkest
Powers series?

Yes, there is a spin-off series called 'Darkness Rising,' which follows new
characters but is set in the same universe, further exploring the
consequences of the events in the Darkest Powers series.

What is the target audience for the Darkest Powers
series?

The target audience is primarily young adults and older teens, but the series
has also garnered a following among adult readers who enjoy supernatural and
paranormal fiction.
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