daniel and the writing on the wall
activity

Daniel and the Writing on the Wall Activity is a fascinating biblical story
that not only conveys profound spiritual lessons but also provides an
engaging activity that can be incorporated into educational and church
settings. This story, found in the Book of Daniel, chapter 5, illustrates
themes of humility, divine judgment, and the sovereignty of God. In this
article, we will explore the story's context, its significance, and how the
activity can be effectively implemented for various age groups, emphasizing
learning through engagement.

Background of the Story

The story of Daniel and the writing on the wall occurs during the reign of
King Belshazzar of Babylon, a time when the Jewish people were in exile. This
setting is critical for understanding the importance of the events that
unfold.

Historical Context

1. The Babylonian Empire: At the time of the story, Babylon was a dominant
world power. The empire was known for its wealth, culture, and idolatry,
which stood in stark contrast to the monotheistic beliefs of the Hebrew
people.

2. Exile of the Israelites: The Jewish people were exiled from their
homeland, Jerusalem, and faced the challenge of maintaining their faith and
identity amidst foreign influences.

3. King Belshazzar: Belshazzar was known for his arrogance and indulgence.
The story illustrates his disregard for God and the consequences of his
actions.

Summary of the Story

The narrative begins with King Belshazzar hosting a lavish feast for a
thousand of his nobles. During the banquet, he orders the gold and silver
vessels taken from the temple in Jerusalem to be brought forth so that he and
his guests could drink from them, an act of blasphemy against the God of
Israel.

As they revel in their drunkenness, a mysterious hand appears and writes a



message on the wall. The king, frightened and confused, summons his wise men
to interpret the writing, but none can decipher it. In desperation, the queen
remembers Daniel, who had previously served under King Nebuchadnezzar and had
a reputation for interpreting dreams and visions.

Daniel is brought before the king and boldly recounts the history of
Babylon's pride and the consequences of its defiance against God. He
interprets the writing, which reads “Mene, Mene, Tekel, Parsin,” declaring
that God has numbered the days of Belshazzar's kingdom, weighed him, and
found him wanting. The kingdom would be divided and given to the Medes and
Persians.

That very night, Belshazzar is killed, and Darius the Mede takes over the
kingdom.

Significance of the Story

The story of Daniel and the writing on the wall carries several important
lessons that resonate across generations.

The Themes of Divine Judgment and Sovereignty

- Divine Judgment: The writing on the wall serves as a powerful reminder that
God observes human actions and holds individuals accountable. Belshazzar's
arrogance and sacrilege lead to his downfall, demonstrating that no one is
above divine law.

- Sovereignty of God: The transition of power from Babylon to the Medes and
Persians illustrates God’s ultimate control over nations and rulers. It
reinforces the belief that God’s plans are fulfilled regardless of human
pride.

The Importance of Humility and Respect for God

Belshazzar's lack of reverence for the sacred vessels symbolizes a broader
attitude of disrespect toward God. The story teaches valuable lessons about
humility and the importance of recognizing God’s authority in our lives.

Learning from Mistakes

The narrative encourages individuals to reflect on their lives and consider
how their actions align with their beliefs. It advocates for repentance and a
return to faithfulness.



Implementing the "Writing on the Wall" Activity

The "Writing on the Wall" activity can be an engaging way to delve deeper
into the story, allowing participants to grasp its themes actively while
fostering creativity and collaboration. Here’s how to organize and execute
this activity effectively.

Objectives of the Activity

1. Understanding the Story: Enhance comprehension of the biblical account of
Daniel and Belshazzar.

2. Exploring Themes: Encourage participants to reflect on the themes of
pride, humility, and divine judgment.

3. Creativity and Teamwork: Foster collaboration among participants through
creative expression.

Materials Needed

- Large sheets of paper or poster boards

- Markers, paint, or chalk

- Bibles or printed copies of Daniel 5

- Optional: digital tablets or computers for multimedia presentations

Steps to Conduct the Activity

1. Introduction: Begin with a brief overview of the story of Daniel and the
writing on the wall. Discuss its historical context and key themes.

2. Group Division: Divide participants into small groups. Each group will
create a visual representation of the story or a specific theme from the
narrative.

3. Research and Discussion: Provide Bibles or printed texts of Daniel 5 for
the groups to read. Encourage them to discuss the key elements of the story
and how they can visually represent them.

4. Creative Expression: Allow groups to use the materials to create their
art. They can choose to depict the writing on the wall, the feast, or the
theme of judgment and humility.

5. Presentation: Once the artwork is complete, each group presents their work
to the rest of the participants, explaining their thought process and the



significance of their representation.

6. Reflection: Conclude with a group discussion about what participants
learned from the activity. Prompt them with questions such as:

- What did you find most surprising about the story?

- How can we apply the lessons of pride and humility in our lives today?

Conclusion

The story of Daniel and the writing on the wall is a timeless narrative that
continues to resonate with audiences today. Through the activity centered
around this story, participants can engage with its themes on a deeper level,
fostering not only understanding but also personal reflection. By exploring
the historical context, discussing its significance, and participating in
creative expression, individuals can strengthen their faith and commitment to
humility and respect for the divine. This activity serves as a powerful
reminder of the lessons that can be learned from biblical stories,
encouraging a thoughtful and engaged approach to scripture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of the 'Daniel and the
Writing on the Wall' story?

The primary theme revolves around divine judgment and the consequences of
pride and disrespect towards God, as illustrated by King Belshazzar's
downfall.

How does the 'Writing on the Wall' relate to
leadership lessons today?

The 'Writing on the Wall' serves as a cautionary tale for leaders,
emphasizing the importance of humility, accountability, and the recognition
of higher moral standards in governance.

What skills can participants develop through the
'Daniel and the Writing on the Wall' activity?

Participants can develop critical thinking, teamwork, and interpretative
skills as they analyze the text and discuss its implications in a modern
context.



How can the 'Writing on the Wall' be applied to
personal growth?

The story encourages self-reflection and awareness of one's actions,
prompting individuals to evaluate their own behaviors and the potential
consequences of ignoring moral responsibilities.

What historical context is important for
understanding the 'Writing on the Wall'?

Understanding the Babylonian Empire's cultural and political landscape, as
well as the significance of its rulers' interactions with the Jewish exiles,
provides deeper insight into the story's events and messages.

In what ways can this activity be used in
educational settings?

This activity can be used in educational settings to teach students about
biblical literature, moral lessons, and historical context, fostering
discussions on ethics and leadership in contemporary society.
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