csi wildlife using genetics to hunt elephant
poachers answer key

CSI wildlife is an innovative approach that combines the principles of forensic science with wildlife
conservation efforts, particularly in the fight against elephant poaching. As the demand for ivory
continues to rise, poachers have become increasingly sophisticated, making it necessary for
conservationists and law enforcement to adopt new strategies. One of the most promising
developments in this field is the use of genetics to track and apprehend poachers. This article will
explore how genetic analysis can aid in the investigation of wildlife crimes, the implications for
elephant conservation, and the broader impact on global wildlife protection efforts.

The Challenge of Elephant Poaching

Elephants are one of the most iconic species on the planet, yet they face critical threats due to
poaching driven by the lucrative ivory trade. The African elephant population has experienced a
dramatic decline in recent decades, with estimates suggesting a loss of over 100,000 elephants
between 2010 and 2012 alone. The illegal trade in ivory not only threatens the survival of these
majestic animals but also disrupts entire ecosystems and local communities that rely on them.



