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Cross examined is a term that resonates deeply within the realm of debate and dialogue, particularly
when it comes to discussions surrounding faith, philosophy, and the existence of God. Frank Turek,
an accomplished author, speaker, and founder of CrossExamined.org, has become a prominent
figure in Christian apologetics, addressing some of the most challenging questions posed against the
Christian faith. His work seeks to equip believers with the knowledge and confidence to engage in
meaningful discussions about their beliefs. In this article, we will explore 50 top questions that
Frank Turek has addressed, providing insightful answers that reflect his rigorous approach to
apologetics.

1. What is the Evidence for God's Existence?

Frank Turek often emphasizes the three main arguments for God's existence:

- The Cosmological Argument: This argument states that everything that begins to exist has a cause.
Since the universe began to exist, it must have a cause outside itself, which Turek argues is God.

- The Teleological Argument: This argument points to the design and order in the universe,
suggesting that an intelligent designer is responsible for the complexity of life and the laws of
nature.

- The Moral Argument: Turek posits that the existence of objective moral values implies a moral
lawgiver, which he identifies as God.

2. How Can We Trust the Bible?

Turek asserts that the Bible can be trusted based on several factors:

- Historical Accuracy: The New Testament, in particular, has a wealth of manuscript evidence
supporting its authenticity and reliability.

- Fulfilled Prophecy: Many prophecies in the Old Testament are fulfilled in the New Testament,
which Turek argues points to divine inspiration.

- Transformative Power: The lives changed by the message of the Bible serve as a testament to its
truth.

3. What About Suffering and Evil?

One of the most challenging questions posed to Christianity is the problem of evil. Turek offers a
perspective that includes:

- Free Will: He argues that God has given humans free will, which allows for the possibility of evil.
Without free will, love cannot exist.



- Greater Good: Turek suggests that God can bring about a greater good from suffering, as seen in
the life of Jesus and the early Christians.

4. Is There Scientific Evidence for God?

Turek often points to scientific discoveries that align with the idea of a creator:

- The Big Bang Theory: The beginning of the universe suggests a cause, which Turek equates with
God.
- Fine-Tuning of the Universe: The specific conditions necessary for life indicate intentional design.

5. How Do We Know Jesus Was Real?

Turek highlights various historical sources that validate Jesus' existence:

- Non-Christian Sources: Writings from historians like Josephus and Tacitus mention Jesus, providing
external confirmation of his life.

- The Reliability of the Gospels: The early dating of the Gospel accounts and their consistency
contribute to their credibility.

6. What is the Role of Faith in Christianity?

Frank Turek defines faith as:

- Trust Based on Evidence: He argues that biblical faith is not blind but is based on evidence and
reason.

- A Relationship: Faith is viewed as a personal relationship with God, built on trust and
understanding.

7. Can All Religions Be True?

Turek asserts that:

- Truth is Exclusive: He emphasizes that contradictory truth claims cannot all be true
simultaneously.

- Examining the Claims: Each religion must be examined on its own merits to determine its
truthfulness.



8. How Can We Reconcile Science and Faith?

Turek believes that science and faith can coexist harmoniously:
- Different Domains: Science explains the how, while faith addresses the why.

- Scientific Discoveries: Many scientific findings enhance, rather than diminish, the case for a
creator.

9. What About the Problem of Hell?

Addressing the difficult topic of hell, Turek explains:

- God’s Justice: Hell is a reflection of God's justice and the consequences of rejecting Him.
- Free Will: Individuals choose their eternal destiny through their response to God.

10. How Do We Approach Skeptics?

Turek provides practical advice for engaging with skeptics:
- Listen Actively: Understand their objections before responding.

- Ask Questions: Use the Socratic method to guide conversations and reveal inconsistencies in their
beliefs.

11. What is the Importance of Apologetics?

Frank Turek emphasizes the vital role of apologetics in:

- Strengthening Faith: It helps believers understand their faith more deeply.
- Equipping Others: Apologetics prepares Christians to share their beliefs effectively.

12. Is There a Conflict Between Faith and Reason?

Turek dispels the myth of conflict by suggesting:

- Complementary Roles: Faith and reason inform each other; reason supports faith, and faith can
guide reason.



13. How Can We Know What is True?

Turek outlines a framework for discerning truth:

- Objective Standards: Truth must be based on objective reality rather than personal opinion.
- Critical Thinking: Encourages rigorous examination of claims and evidence.

14. What is the Nature of God?

Turek describes God’s attributes:
- Omnipotent: All-powerful and capable of anything logically possible.

- Omniscient: All-knowing, possessing infinite knowledge and wisdom.
- Omnibenevolent: All-good, desiring the best for creation.

15. Do Miracles Happen Today?

On the topic of miracles, Turek asserts:

- Historical Miracles: He cites biblical miracles as evidence of God's intervention.
- Contemporary Accounts: Many modern-day testimonies claim miraculous experiences.

16. What is the Trinity?

Turek explains the concept of the Trinity:
- Three Persons, One Essence: God exists as three distinct persons (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) in one

divine essence.
- Biblical Basis: He points to scripture that supports the Trinitarian view.

17. How Should Christians Respond to Cultural Issues?

Turek encourages Christians to engage with cultural issues by:

- Staying Informed: Understanding current events and cultural trends.
- Speaking the Truth in Love: Balancing truth with compassion when addressing controversial topics.



18. What are the Consequences of Atheism?

Turek discusses the implications of atheism:

- Moral Relativism: Without a moral lawgiver, moral standards become subjective.
- Existential Nihilism: Atheism can lead to despair and a lack of purpose.

19. Can Science Explain Everything?

Turek argues that:
- Limits of Science: Science has limitations and cannot answer existential questions about meaning

and purpose.
- Philosophical Foundations: Science relies on philosophical assumptions that require further

exploration.

20. What Happens After We Die?

Turek outlines Christian beliefs regarding the afterlife:

- Eternal Life: Those who accept Christ will have eternal life with Him.
- Judgment: All individuals will face judgment based on their beliefs and actions.

21. How Do We Address Contradictions in the Bible?

Turek encourages critical examination:
- Contextual Understanding: Many perceived contradictions arise from a misunderstanding of

context.
- Harmonization: He suggests that many passages can be harmonized upon closer inspection.

22. What is the Role of the Church?

Turek describes the church as:

- Community of Believers: A gathering of individuals who support one another in faith.
- Mission: The church is tasked with spreading the Gospel and serving the community.



23. How Can We Share Our Faith Effectively?

Turek recommends strategies for evangelism:

- Be Genuine: Authenticity resonates with others.
- Share Personal Testimonies: Personal stories can be powerful in conveying faith.

24. What About Other Holy Books?

Turek compares the Bible to other religious texts:
- Historical Evidence: The Bible has more manuscript evidence than other holy books.

- Consistency and Coherence: The Bible maintains a consistent message throughout its various
authors and generations.

25. How Do We Handle Doubt?

Turek acknowledges that doubt is a part of faith:

- Seek Answers: Encourage questioning and exploration of faith.
- Community Support: Engage with fellow believers for encouragement and insight.

Conclusion

Frank Turek's approach to apologetics emphasizes the importance of reason, evidence, and faith in

addressing complex questions about Christianity. By tackling these 50 top questions, he provides
believers with the tools necessary to engage in thoughtful discussions about their faith and the

world around them. Ultimately, Turek's work serves to affirm the Christian worldview as one that is

both intellectually robust and deeply fulfilling,

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes covered in 'Cross Examined: 50 Top

Questions Answered' by Frank Turek?

The main themes include the existence of God, the reliability of the Bible, the problem of evil, moral

truths, and the intersection of faith and science.



How does Frank Turek address the question of "Why is there
evil in the world?'

Turek argues that the existence of evil provides evidence for a moral standard, suggesting that
moral values exist outside of human opinion, which points towards a moral lawgiver.

What approach does Turek recommend for engaging with
skeptics?

Turek suggests using a methodical approach that includes asking questions, listening actively, and
presenting logical arguments that challenge the skeptic's worldview.

Does Turek provide evidence for the resurrection of Jesus in
his book?

Yes, Turek presents historical and circumstantial evidence for the resurrection, including eyewitness
accounts and the transformation of the disciples after the event.

What is Turek's stance on the compatibility of faith and
science?

Turek argues that faith and science are not mutually exclusive; rather, he believes that science can
complement faith and that many scientific discoveries point to a creator.
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