
cross curricular teaching and learning in
the secondary school
Cross curricular teaching and learning in the secondary school is an innovative
approach that integrates multiple subjects to enhance the educational experience for
students. As educators continuously seek effective ways to engage students and improve
learning outcomes, cross curricular teaching has emerged as a powerful strategy. This
method not only enriches students' understanding of individual subjects but also helps
them make meaningful connections between different areas of knowledge. In this article,
we will explore the principles, benefits, and practical applications of cross curricular
teaching in secondary education.

Understanding Cross Curricular Teaching

Cross curricular teaching refers to the practice of connecting different subjects to provide a
more holistic learning experience. This approach encourages students to see the
relationships between various disciplines, fostering deeper understanding and retention of
knowledge.

The Philosophy Behind Cross Curricular Learning

At its core, cross curricular teaching is based on the belief that knowledge is
interconnected. For example, understanding a historical event can be enriched by exploring
the literature of the time, the scientific advancements that occurred, and the geographical
context in which it took place. This interconnectedness mirrors real-world situations where
problems and ideas span multiple fields.

Benefits of Cross Curricular Teaching

Implementing cross curricular teaching in secondary schools offers numerous advantages.
Here are some key benefits:

Enhanced Engagement: Students often find traditional teaching methods
uninspiring. By integrating subjects, educators can create more engaging lessons that
capture students' interest.

Improved Critical Thinking: Cross curricular projects encourage students to think
critically and creatively as they analyze concepts across different disciplines.

Real-World Relevance: This approach helps students understand the practical
application of their knowledge, making learning more relevant to their lives.



Skill Development: Students develop a range of skills, such as collaboration,
communication, and problem-solving, which are essential for success in today’s world.

Increased Retention: By connecting concepts across subjects, students are more
likely to retain information as they create a richer understanding of the material.

Implementing Cross Curricular Teaching

To effectively implement cross curricular teaching in secondary schools, educators must
adopt certain strategies and frameworks. Here are some practical steps to guide the
process:

1. Collaborative Planning

Collaboration among teachers is crucial for successful cross curricular teaching. Educators
should engage in joint planning sessions to identify common themes or projects that can
incorporate multiple subjects. This collaboration can take various forms, such as:

- Sharing lesson plans
- Co-teaching classes
- Developing interdisciplinary projects

2. Identify Themes or Projects

Selecting themes or projects that lend themselves to cross curricular connections is
essential. Some potential themes include:

- Sustainability and environmental science
- Cultural studies and global awareness
- Technology and innovation
- Health and wellness

By focusing on overarching themes, educators can create lessons that draw from various
subjects.

3. Create Engaging Activities

Engaging activities are vital for capturing students' interest. Here are a few ideas:

- Project-Based Learning: Students can work on projects that require knowledge from
multiple subjects, such as a research project that includes science, history, and art.



- Field Trips: Organizing field trips that tie in with the curriculum can provide experiential
learning opportunities that connect different subjects.
- Guest Speakers: Inviting professionals from various fields to speak about their work can
help students understand the relevance of their studies in the real world.

4. Assessing Student Learning

Assessment in cross curricular teaching can be challenging, but it is essential to evaluate
student understanding effectively. Consider the following assessment methods:

- Portfolio Assessments: Students can compile a portfolio of work that demonstrates their
learning across subjects.
- Group Projects: Assessing group projects allows teachers to evaluate collaboration and the
application of knowledge from different disciplines.
- Reflective Journals: Encouraging students to maintain journals where they reflect on their
learning experiences can provide insights into their understanding.

Challenges of Cross Curricular Teaching

While cross curricular teaching offers numerous benefits, it also presents some challenges
that educators must navigate:

Time Constraints: Coordinating schedules and planning can be time-consuming for
teachers.

Curriculum Standards: Educators often face pressure to meet specific curriculum
standards, which can limit flexibility in teaching.

Assessment Difficulties: Assessing cross curricular learning can be complex,
requiring innovative evaluation methods.

Success Stories in Cross Curricular Teaching

Many secondary schools have successfully implemented cross curricular teaching, leading
to positive outcomes for students. Here are a couple of examples:

Example 1: STEM and the Arts

A school integrated STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) with the
arts by having students design a product that addresses a community issue. Students had



to conduct research, use mathematical calculations for budgeting, and apply artistic skills
for presentation. This project not only engaged students but also resulted in innovative
solutions that benefited their community.

Example 2: History and Literature

Another school combined history and literature by exploring the themes of identity and
culture through various historical periods. Students read literature from different eras while
researching historical contexts. This approach allowed them to gain a deeper
understanding of how literature reflects societal values and conflicts, enhancing their
analytical skills.

Conclusion

Cross curricular teaching and learning in secondary schools represents a dynamic approach
to education that prepares students for the complexities of the modern world. By
integrating subjects, educators can foster engagement, critical thinking, and real-world
relevance in their lessons. While challenges exist, the benefits of this teaching method are
undeniable and can lead to enhanced educational experiences for students. As schools
continue to evolve, embracing cross curricular strategies can make a significant difference
in how students learn and connect with their education.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is cross curricular teaching and how can it benefit
secondary school students?
Cross curricular teaching integrates multiple subjects into a cohesive learning experience.
This approach benefits secondary school students by fostering critical thinking, enhancing
engagement, and promoting the application of knowledge across different disciplines.

What are some effective strategies for implementing
cross curricular projects in secondary education?
Effective strategies include collaborative planning among teachers, project-based learning,
thematic units that connect subjects, and using real-world problems to create
interdisciplinary lessons that resonate with students' interests.

How can technology facilitate cross curricular learning
in secondary schools?
Technology can facilitate cross curricular learning by providing access to diverse resources,
enabling collaborative online platforms, and allowing students to create and share



multimedia projects that incorporate various subject areas, enhancing their learning
experience.

What challenges do teachers face when adopting cross
curricular teaching methods in secondary schools?
Challenges include curriculum constraints, lack of training in interdisciplinary teaching,
resistance to change from traditional methods, and difficulties in assessment when
integrating multiple subjects, which can complicate grading and accountability.

How can assessment be effectively designed for cross
curricular learning in secondary education?
Assessment for cross curricular learning can be designed using performance-based
evaluations, portfolios, and project presentations that highlight students' understanding
and application of concepts across different subjects, rather than relying solely on
standardized tests.
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