
crash course us history 20 answers
Crash Course US History 20 Answers is an essential resource for students and history enthusiasts
seeking to deepen their understanding of American history. In this article, we will explore key
themes, events, and figures covered in the 20th episode of the popular educational series "Crash
Course US History." This particular episode, hosted by John Green, delves into the transformative
period of the Civil Rights Movement in the United States during the mid-20th century. We will break
down the significant events and ideas presented, along with their lasting impacts on American
society.

Overview of the Civil Rights Movement

The Civil Rights Movement was a pivotal era in American history, characterized by a struggle for
social justice, equality, and the end of segregation and discrimination against African Americans.
This movement gained momentum in the 1950s and 1960s and brought together a diverse coalition
of activists, organizations, and leaders, all united in their quest for civil rights.

Key Objectives of the Movement
The Civil Rights Movement aimed to achieve several critical objectives, including:

1. Desegregation: Ending the separation of races in public spaces, schools, and transportation.
2. Voting Rights: Ensuring African American citizens could exercise their right to vote without
intimidation or discrimination.
3. Equal Employment Opportunities: Fighting against job discrimination and advocating for fair
hiring practices.
4. Social Justice: Promoting broader social and economic equality for African Americans.

Major Events of the Civil Rights Movement

Throughout the 1950s and 1960s, numerous events galvanized public support and drew attention to
the injustices faced by African Americans. Some of these key events include:

Brown v. Board of Education (1954)
The Supreme Court's landmark decision in Brown v. Board of Education declared that racial
segregation in public schools was unconstitutional. This case overturned the previous "separate but
equal" doctrine established in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) and served as a catalyst for the broader
Civil Rights Movement.



Montgomery Bus Boycott (1955-1956)
Sparked by Rosa Parks' refusal to give up her seat to a white passenger, the Montgomery Bus
Boycott marked a significant act of civil disobedience. The African American community in
Montgomery, Alabama, united to boycott the city's buses for over a year, leading to a Supreme Court
ruling that segregated buses were unconstitutional.

Little Rock Nine (1957)
In an attempt to integrate Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas, nine African American
students faced violent resistance from segregationists. President Eisenhower intervened by sending
federal troops to protect the students, highlighting the federal government's role in enforcing
desegregation.

March on Washington (1963)
The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom brought over 250,000 people to the Lincoln
Memorial. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his iconic "I Have a Dream" speech, calling for racial
equality and economic justice. This event was instrumental in raising awareness and support for civil
rights legislation.

Civil Rights Act of 1964
The passage of the Civil Rights Act marked a significant legislative victory for the movement. It
prohibited discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin in employment and
public accommodations. This act laid the groundwork for further legal advancements in civil rights.

Voting Rights Act of 1965
The Voting Rights Act aimed to eliminate barriers that prevented African Americans from voting,
particularly in the South. It banned literacy tests and provided federal oversight of voter registration
in areas with a history of discriminatory practices. This legislation significantly increased voter
registration and participation among African Americans.

Key Figures in the Civil Rights Movement

Many individuals played crucial roles in the Civil Rights Movement, each contributing their unique
perspectives and strategies. Some of the most notable figures include:

Martin Luther King Jr.
As the most prominent leader of the Civil Rights Movement, Dr. King advocated for nonviolent
resistance and civil disobedience. His powerful speeches and commitment to peaceful protest
inspired millions.



Rosa Parks
Often referred to as the "mother of the Civil Rights Movement," Rosa Parks' refusal to surrender her
bus seat became a symbol of resistance against racial injustice.

Malcolm X
Malcolm X was a key figure who emphasized Black nationalism and self-defense. His approach
differed from that of Dr. King, advocating for a more militant stance against oppression.

Thurgood Marshall
As an attorney for the NAACP, Thurgood Marshall played a pivotal role in several landmark cases,
including Brown v. Board of Education. He later became the first African American Supreme Court
Justice.

Ella Baker
A grassroots organizer, Ella Baker was instrumental in the formation of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and emphasized the importance of collective action and local
leadership.

Impact and Legacy of the Civil Rights Movement

The Civil Rights Movement fundamentally transformed American society and laid the groundwork
for subsequent social justice movements. Its impact can be observed in various ways:

Legal Changes
The movement led to significant legislative changes that dismantled institutional racism and
discrimination. The Civil Rights Act and Voting Rights Act are cornerstones of American civil rights
law.

Cultural Shifts
The movement fostered a greater awareness of racial issues and inspired future generations to
advocate for equality and justice. It highlighted the importance of grassroots organizing and
community engagement.

Continued Struggles
While the Civil Rights Movement achieved significant milestones, the struggle for racial equality
continues. Contemporary movements, such as Black Lives Matter, build on the legacy of the Civil
Rights Movement, addressing ongoing issues of police brutality, systemic racism, and social



injustice.

Conclusion

In summary, Crash Course US History 20 Answers provides an enlightening overview of the Civil
Rights Movement, exploring the key events, figures, and impacts that shaped this crucial period in
American history. Understanding the struggles and triumphs of the movement is essential for
grasping the ongoing fight for equality and justice in the United States. The lessons learned and the
momentum gained during the Civil Rights Movement continue to resonate today, reminding us of the
importance of advocacy and activism in the pursuit of a more just society. Through the lens of
history, we can better appreciate the progress made and the work still needed to achieve true
equality for all Americans.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of the 'Crash Course US History'
series?
The series provides a fast-paced overview of key events, figures, and concepts in American history,
designed to educate viewers quickly and effectively.

Who are the hosts of the 'Crash Course US History' series?
The series is hosted by John Green and his brother Hank Green, who use engaging visuals and
storytelling to convey historical themes.

How does 'Crash Course US History' approach complex
historical events?
The series simplifies complex topics into digestible segments, often using humor and relatable
analogies to make the content more accessible.

What topics are covered in the first few episodes of 'Crash
Course US History'?
Early episodes cover topics such as Native American history, European exploration, colonization,
and the American Revolution.

Is 'Crash Course US History' suitable for all ages?
Yes, the series is designed for a wide audience, including high school students, teachers, and anyone
interested in learning about US history.



Where can viewers access 'Crash Course US History' episodes?
Episodes are available for free on platforms like YouTube, as well as on the Crash Course website.
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