cracking the ap environmental science
exam

Cracking the AP Environmental Science Exam is an essential step for students
looking to excel in this increasingly important subject. The AP Environmental
Science (APES) exam offers students the opportunity to demonstrate their
understanding of the scientific principles that underpin environmental issues
and the impact of human activities on the planet. With proper preparation,
students can not only pass the exam but also earn college credit, paving the
way for future academic success. This article will cover strategies,
resources, and study techniques to help you crack the AP Environmental
Science exam.

Understanding the AP Environmental Science Exam
Format

Before diving into study strategies, it's crucial to understand the structure
of the AP Environmental Science exam. The format of the exam can
significantly influence your preparation efforts.

Exam Structure

The APES exam consists of two main sections:

1. Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs):

Total Questions: 80

Duration: 90 minutes

Weight: 60% of the total score

Content: A mix of factual knowledge, conceptual understanding, and
application of environmental science principles.

2. Free Response Questions (FRQs):

Total Questions: 3

Duration: 90 minutes

Weight: 40% of the total score

Content: Requires students to apply their knowledge and analytical skills
to specific scenarios or problems.

Understanding this format helps you tailor your study plan effectively,
focusing on both multiple-choice and free-response questions.



Scoring and Grading

The AP Environmental Science exam is scored on a scale of 1 to 5:

: Extremely well qualified
: Well qualified

: Qualified

: Possibly qualified

: No recommendation
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Most colleges and universities grant credit for scores of 3 or higher, but
this can vary by institution. Familiarize yourself with the scoring
guidelines to set realistic goals for your exam preparation.

Study Strategies for Success

Cracking the AP Environmental Science exam requires a strategic approach to
studying. Here are essential strategies to guide your preparation.

Create a Study Schedule

Establish a study schedule to ensure you cover all topics in a structured
manner. Here's how to create one:

1. Assess Your Current Knowledge: Take a diagnostic test to identify areas of
strength and weakness.

2. Allocate Time: Designate specific times each week for studying, aiming for
at least 8-10 weeks of preparation.

3. Set Goals: Break down your study material into manageable sections. For
example, aim to cover one unit per week.

Utilize Quality Study Resources

Having the right materials can significantly enhance your learning
experience. Consider the following resources:

- Textbooks:
- "Environmental Science for AP" by Andrew Friedland and Rick Relyea
- "Cracking the AP Environmental Science Exam" by Princeton Review

- Online Resources:

- AP Classroom: Access practice questions and personal progress checks.

- Khan Academy: Offers videos and exercises on various environmental science
topics.



- Study Guides:
- Barron's AP Environmental Science
- 5 Steps to a 5: AP Environmental Science

Focus on Key Topics

The APES curriculum covers a wide range of topics. Familiarize yourself with
the key concepts typically tested on the exam:

Ecosystems and Biodiversity
Population Dynamics

Land and Water Use

Energy Resources and Consumption
Pollution and Waste Management
Global Change and Sustainability
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Make sure to allocate time to each topic, especially those you find
challenging.

Practice, Practice, Practice

One of the best ways to prepare for the AP Environmental Science exam is
through practice. This helps reinforce your understanding and builds
confidence.

Multiple Choice Practice

- Use past AP exam questions and practice tests to familiarize yourself with
the style and complexity of the questions.
- Time yourself while taking practice tests to simulate exam conditions.

Free Response Practice

- Review sample FRQs from previous exams. Practice writing clear, concise
answers that utilize environmental science terminology.

- Create a rubric based on scoring guidelines to evaluate your answers
critically.

Group Study Sessions

Engage in group study sessions to enhance your learning experience. Benefits



include:

- Diverse Perspectives: Discussing topics with peers can deepen your
understanding of complex subjects.
- Accountability: Studying with others can keep you motivated and on track.

Exam-Day Strategies

As the exam day approaches, having a strategy in place can help alleviate
anxiety and improve performance.

Preparation the Night Before

1. Review Key Concepts: Go over flashcards or summary notes.

2. Get a Good Night's Sleep: Rest is crucial for cognitive function.

3. Prepare Your Materials: Ensure you have all necessary items ready—pens,
pencils, calculator, and ID.

Test-Taking Strategies

- Time Management: Allocate your time wisely during the exam. Spend the first
half on MCQs and reserve time for thoughtful responses on FRQs.

- Read Questions Carefully: Pay attention to wording. Words like "not" or
"except" can change the answer entirely.

- Use Process of Elimination: For MCQs, eliminate obviously wrong answers to
improve your chances of guessing correctly.

- Qutline FRQ Responses: Spend a minute outlining your answer before writing
to ensure a coherent response.

Final Thoughts

Cracking the AP Environmental Science exam requires dedication, preparation,
and effective strategies. By understanding the exam format, utilizing quality
resources, practicing diligently, and approaching exam day with confidence,
you can set yourself up for success. Remember that the knowledge you gain in
this subject is not only applicable to the exam but also vital for
understanding and addressing the environmental challenges facing our world
today. Good luck!



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key topics covered in the AP
Environmental Science exam?

The exam covers several key topics including ecosystems, biodiversity,
population dynamics, land and water use, energy resources, pollution, and
sustainability.

How can I effectively prepare for the AP
Environmental Science exam?

Effective preparation includes reviewing the course content, taking practice
exams, studying with AP review books, and utilizing online resources and
study groups.

What is the format of the AP Environmental Science
exam?

The exam consists of multiple-choice questions and free-response questions.
It typically includes 100 multiple-choice questions and 2 free-response
questions.

Are there any recommended study resources for the AP
Environmental Science exam?

Recommended resources include the College Board's AP Environmental Science
Course Description, review books like 'Cracking the AP Environmental Science
Exam' by Princeton Review, and online platforms like Khan Academy.

What scoring scale 1is used for the AP Environmental
Science exam?

The AP Environmental Science exam is scored on a scale from 1 to 5, with 5
being the highest score. A score of 3 or higher is typically considered
passing.

How important is understanding environmental science
vocabulary for the exam?

Understanding environmental science vocabulary is crucial, as the exam
includes specific terminology that is essential for answering both multiple-
choice and free-response questions accurately.



What strategies can I use to tackle the free-
response section of the exam?

Strategies include carefully reading the prompts, organizing your thoughts
before writing, using relevant terminology, and clearly structuring your
responses with appropriate data and examples.

When should I start preparing for the AP
Environmental Science exam?

It's advisable to start preparing several months in advance, ideally at least
3-4 months before the exam, to allow ample time for review and practice.
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