
cost of nbcot exam

Cost of NBCOT Exam is a crucial consideration for occupational therapy students and professionals

looking to advance their careers. The National Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy

(NBCOT) exam is a key requirement for anyone seeking to become a licensed occupational therapist

(OT) or certified occupational therapy assistant (COTA) in the United States. Understanding the costs

associated with this exam can help candidates budget appropriately and avoid any financial surprises.

Overview of the NBCOT Exam

The NBCOT exam assesses the knowledge and skills necessary for practitioners in the field of

occupational therapy. It is a standardized test that consists of multiple-choice questions covering

various domains of occupational therapy practice, including:

Client-Centered Practice

Professional Responsibility

Intervention Planning

Evaluation and Assessment

Successfully passing the NBCOT exam is essential for obtaining certification, which in turn is required

for state licensure. This certification is recognized nationwide and is a testament to a candidate's

competency in the field.



Cost Breakdown for the NBCOT Exam

The cost of the NBCOT exam can be broken down into several categories, including registration fees,

study materials, and additional expenses related to test preparation and administration. Here’s a

detailed look at each cost component:

1. Registration Fees

The most significant expense associated with the NBCOT exam is the registration fee. As of October

2023, the fees are as follows:

- Occupational Therapist (OT) Exam: $515

- Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA) Exam: $300

These fees are payable when candidates complete their registration through the NBCOT website. It is

important to note that these fees are non-refundable, so candidates should ensure they meet all

eligibility requirements before registering.

2. Study Materials

Preparing for the NBCOT exam often requires purchasing study materials. The cost of these resources

can vary widely based on the type and comprehensiveness of the materials chosen. Common study

aids include:

Textbooks: $50 - $200

Online Courses: $100 - $500



Practice Exams: $50 - $150

Flashcards and Study Guides: $20 - $100

Candidates should consider their learning preferences and budgets when selecting study materials.

Many candidates find that investing in high-quality resources can significantly enhance their chances of

passing the exam on their first attempt.

3. Test Preparation Courses

Some candidates opt to enroll in formal test preparation courses to help them prepare for the NBCOT

exam. These courses are typically offered by various organizations and can vary in price:

- In-Person Courses: $200 - $1,000

- Online Courses: $100 - $500

While these courses can add to the overall cost, they often provide structured study plans, expert

guidance, and additional resources that may be beneficial for candidates who prefer a more guided

approach to their exam preparation.

Additional Costs

In addition to the registration and study material costs, candidates should be aware of other potential

expenses that may arise:



1. Retake Fees

If a candidate does not pass the NBCOT exam on their first attempt, they will incur additional costs for

retaking the exam. The retake fees are the same as the initial registration fees ($515 for OT and $300

for COTA). Furthermore, candidates should factor in the costs of additional study materials or courses

they may need to prepare for their retake.

2. License Application Fees

Once candidates pass the NBCOT exam, they must apply for state licensure to practice legally. The

fees for state licensure vary by state but often range from $50 to $300. Candidates should check with

their respective state boards for specific fees and requirements.

3. Continuing Education and Renewal Fees

After obtaining licensure, occupational therapists must participate in continuing education and renew

their licenses periodically. These costs can also add up over time, so candidates should consider them

in their long-term financial planning.

Financial Assistance and Payment Options

Given the costs associated with the NBCOT exam, many candidates may seek financial assistance or

explore payment options. Here are some resources that may be helpful:

Scholarships and Grants: Various organizations offer scholarships specifically for occupational

therapy students. Researching and applying for these opportunities can alleviate some financial



burdens.

Payment Plans: Some test preparation courses may offer payment plans that allow candidates to

spread out the costs over time.

Employer Assistance: Candidates currently employed in healthcare settings should inquire if their

employers provide financial support for certification exam fees or study materials.

Conclusion

The cost of NBCOT exam is a significant investment for aspiring occupational therapists and

occupational therapy assistants. With registration fees, study materials, test preparation courses, and

potential additional costs, candidates should plan their finances carefully. By understanding the full

scope of expenses and exploring available financial assistance options, candidates can effectively

budget for the NBCOT exam and focus on their goal of becoming certified professionals in the field of

occupational therapy.

Proper preparation and financial planning not only make the path to certification smoother but also

enhance the likelihood of success on the first attempt, providing a solid foundation for a rewarding

career in occupational therapy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the cost of taking the NBCOT exam?

As of 2023, the cost for the NBCOT exam is $515 for the initial test.



Are there any additional fees associated with the NBCOT exam?

Yes, there may be additional fees for rescheduling, late registration, or retaking the exam, which can

vary.

Is there a fee for obtaining NBCOT certification after passing the

exam?

No, there is no additional fee for obtaining certification after passing the NBCOT exam; the exam fee

includes certification.

Can I get a refund if I decide to cancel my NBCOT exam registration?

Refunds are available if you cancel your registration within a specified timeframe, but a cancellation

fee may apply.

Are there any financial assistance options for the NBCOT exam fees?

Some organizations and schools offer scholarships or financial assistance programs for students

preparing to take the NBCOT exam.

How can I pay for the NBCOT exam?

You can pay for the NBCOT exam using a credit card, debit card, or through a money order during the

registration process.

What is the cost comparison of the NBCOT exam to other

occupational therapy certification exams?

The NBCOT exam is generally comparable in price to other occupational therapy certification exams,

typically ranging from $500 to $600.
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