
corrie ten boom
Corrie ten Boom was a remarkable figure whose life and work continue to
inspire countless individuals around the globe. Born on April 15, 1892, in
Amsterdam, Netherlands, she became known for her extraordinary courage in the
face of adversity during World War II. As a devout Christian and a member of
a family that was deeply involved in the Dutch Reformed Church, Corrie ten
Boom’s story is one of faith, resilience, and the power of love in a time of
darkness.

Early Life and Background

Corrie ten Boom was the youngest of four children born to Casper and Cornelia
ten Boom. The ten Boom family operated a watchmaking business, which had been
in the family for generations. They lived in a house above the shop, which
was located in a neighborhood known for its Jewish population. This proximity
would later play a crucial role in their lives during the Nazi occupation.

Corrie was educated at home and later attended a vocational school for
watchmaking. She was passionate about her work and often helped her father in
the shop. The ten Boom household was a close-knit one, rooted in strong
Christian values, where tales of faith and courage were often discussed. This
upbringing laid the foundation for Corrie’s future actions during the war.

Faith and Values

The ten Boom family was deeply committed to their Christian faith, which
influenced their moral compass and actions during the Nazi occupation. Some
key values that shaped Corrie's character included:

- Compassion: The ten Boom family felt a strong duty to help those in need,
especially the persecuted Jewish community.
- Courage: Their faith instilled a sense of bravery that enabled them to take
significant risks for the sake of others.
- Forgiveness: Corrie emphasized the importance of forgiveness, which would
later become a central theme in her post-war teachings.

World War II and the Resistance Movement

As the Nazi regime began to tighten its grip on the Netherlands, the ten Boom
family became increasingly aware of the plight of the Jewish people. The
atrocities committed against Jews were alarming, and the ten Booms felt
compelled to act. They joined the Dutch resistance, providing shelter to Jews



and other fugitives in their home.

The Hiding Place

The ten Boom home became known as a sanctuary for those fleeing persecution.
The family devised a clever plan to conceal Jews and other refugees:

1. Secret Compartment: They created a hidden room in Corrie’s bedroom,
capable of holding several people at once. This room had a false wall that
could be accessed through a trapdoor.
2. Watchmaker’s Shop: The watch shop served as a front, where visitors could
come and go without arousing suspicion.
3. Network of Allies: The ten Booms developed a network of contacts who
helped them smuggle Jews to safety.

Their efforts were not without risk. The family operated under constant
threat of discovery, and they took great care to maintain secrecy. However,
the situation became increasingly dangerous as the Nazis intensified their
search for hidden Jews.

Arrest and Imprisonment

On February 28, 1944, the ten Boom family was betrayed by a Dutch informant.
The Gestapo raided their home, arresting Corrie, her father Casper, her
sister Betsie, and several others who were hiding there. During their arrest,
Corrie's father was subjected to cruel treatment and died shortly after being
taken into custody.

Corrie and Betsie were sent to the notorious Ravensbrück concentra

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Corrie ten Boom?
Corrie ten Boom was a Dutch watchmaker and Christian humanitarian who helped
many Jews escape the Holocaust during World War II by hiding them in her
family's home.

What did Corrie ten Boom do during World War II?
During World War II, Corrie ten Boom and her family hid Jews in their home in
Haarlem, Netherlands, and helped them escape to safety, which ultimately led
to their arrest by the Nazis.



What is the title of Corrie ten Boom's most famous
book?
Corrie ten Boom's most famous book is 'The Hiding Place', which recounts her
experiences during the war, her faith, and her time in concentration camps.

What happened to Corrie ten Boom after World War II?
After World War II, Corrie ten Boom became a public speaker and author,
sharing her experiences and advocating for forgiveness and reconciliation.

How did Corrie ten Boom's faith influence her
actions?
Corrie ten Boom's Christian faith motivated her to help those in need,
believing in the importance of love, compassion, and the protection of
innocent lives, regardless of their background.

What is the significance of the Corrie ten Boom
House Museum?
The Corrie ten Boom House Museum in Haarlem, Netherlands, serves as a
memorial to her family's bravery during the Holocaust and as a place of
education about the dangers of intolerance and the importance of standing up
for justice.

Did Corrie ten Boom survive the concentration camps?
Yes, Corrie ten Boom survived the concentration camps, although she suffered
greatly during her imprisonment; she was released due to a clerical error
just days before her scheduled execution.

What message did Corrie ten Boom promote after the
war?
After the war, Corrie ten Boom promoted messages of forgiveness, healing, and
the importance of loving one's enemies, drawing from her own experiences of
loss and suffering.

When did Corrie ten Boom pass away?
Corrie ten Boom passed away on April 15, 1983, in California, USA, at the age
of 91.
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