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Cooey 840 20 Gauge Manual shotguns have made a name for themselves among firearm enthusiasts and hunters
alike. Known for their reliability, simplicity, and affordability, the Cooey 840 is a popular choice for both
novice and experienced shooters. In this article, we will explore the features, specifications, maintenance, and
usage of the Cooey 840 20 Gauge shotgun, providing you with a comprehensive guide to this classic firearm.

Overview of the Cooey 840 20 Gauge Shotgun

The Cooey 840 is a break-action shotgun that was originally manufactured in Canada. It is chambered for the
20-gauge cartridge, making it an excellent choice for various shooting activities, including bird hunting, clay
shooting, and home defense. The Cooey brand, established in the early 1900s, has built a reputation for
producing durable and practical firearms, and the 840 model exemplifies these qualities.

Key Features of the Cooey 840

The Cooey 840 boasts several key features that contribute to its popularity:

Break-Action Design: The break-action mechanism allows for easy loading and unloading, making it user-
friendly.

Lightweight Construction: Constructed with a lightweight frame, the Cooey 840 is easy to carry
during long hunts.

Simple Operation: The manual operation of the shotgun means fewer moving parts, resulting in less
chance of malfunction.

Adjustable Chokes: Many models come with interchangeable chokes, allowing for versatility in different
shooting scenarios.

Classic Aesthetics: The shotgun features a traditional wood stock, giving it a classic look that many
shooters appreciate.

Specifications of the Cooey 840 20 Gauge Shotgun

Understanding the specifications of the Cooey 840 can help you determine if it’s the right shotgun for your
needs. Here are some of the key specifications:

Gauge: 20 Gauge

Barrel Length: Typically available in lengths of 26 to 28 inches

Chamber Size: 3 inches

Weight: Approximately 5 to 6 pounds, depending on the model

Stock Material: Hardwood



Action Type: Break-action, single or double barrel

Benefits of Using the Cooey 840 20 Gauge Shotgun

The Cooey 840 offers several benefits that make it a suitable choice for various shooting applications:

1. Versatility

The 20-gauge cartridge strikes a balance between power and recoil, making it suitable for a range of activities,
including:

Bird hunting

Small game hunting

Target shooting

Home defense

2. User-Friendly

The break-action design and straightforward mechanics make the Cooey 840 an excellent option for beginners.
Its simplicity allows new shooters to focus on developing their skills without being overwhelmed by complex
operations.

3. Cost-Effective

Compared to many modern shotguns, the Cooey 840 is often available at a lower price point. This
affordability makes it an attractive option for those looking to enter the world of shotgunning without
breaking the bank.

Maintenance and Care of the Cooey 840

Proper maintenance is essential to keep your Cooey 840 functioning correctly and to extend its lifespan. Here
are some maintenance tips:

1. Regular Cleaning

Clean your shotgun regularly to prevent the buildup of dirt and residue. Follow these steps:



Disassemble the shotgun according to the manual.1.

Use a cleaning rod and brushes to clean the barrel.2.

Wipe down the exterior with a soft cloth.3.

Apply gun oil to moving parts to lubricate them.4.

2. Check for Wear

Regularly inspect your shotgun for any signs of wear or damage. Pay special attention to:

The barrel for rust or pitting

The stock for cracks or splits

All moving parts for smooth operation

3. Store Properly

When not in use, store your Cooey 840 in a dry, secure location. Consider using a gun safe to protect it from
theft and environmental factors.

How to Use the Cooey 840 20 Gauge Shotgun

Using the Cooey 840 is straightforward, but it’s essential to follow safe handling practices. Here are some
steps for using the shotgun effectively:

1. Loading the Shotgun

To load the Cooey 840:

Ensure the shotgun is pointed in a safe direction.1.

Open the break-action to expose the chambers.2.

Insert the 20-gauge shells into the chambers.3.

Close the action securely.4.



2. Aiming and Shooting

When ready to shoot:

Assume a proper shooting stance, with your feet shoulder-width apart.1.

Shoulder the shotgun and align your sights with the target.2.

Take a deep breath, and when ready, squeeze the trigger gently.3.

3. Unloading the Shotgun

To unload:

Open the break-action to expose the chambers.1.

Remove any spent shells and ensure no rounds are left in the chambers.2.

Conclusion

The Cooey 840 20 Gauge Manual shotgun is a reliable and versatile firearm that has proven its worth over
the years. Whether you are a seasoned hunter or a beginner looking to learn the ropes of shooting, the Cooey
840 offers a fantastic balance of performance, affordability, and ease of use. By understanding its features,
specifications, and maintenance requirements, you can ensure that your Cooey 840 serves you well for many
shooting adventures to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the history of the Cooey 840 20 gauge manual shotgun?

The Cooey 840 is a shotgun manufactured by Cooey Firearms, a Canadian company known for producing
affordable and reliable firearms. The 840 model was introduced in the mid-20th century and gained popularity
for its simplicity and effectiveness as a hunting shotgun.

What are the key specifications of the Cooey 840 20 gauge shotgun?

The Cooey 840 typically features a 20 gauge barrel, a single-shot design, and a smoothbore barrel. Its length
varies, but it generally has an overall length of around 40 to 42 inches, making it lightweight and easy to
handle for various shooting activities.

How do you safely operate the Cooey 840 20 gauge manual shotgun?

To safely operate the Cooey 840, always ensure the firearm is pointed in a safe direction, keep your finger off
the trigger until ready to shoot, and check that it is unloaded before handling. Follow standard shotgun
handling procedures and consult the manual for specific operating instructions.



What types of ammunition can be used in the Cooey 840 20 gauge?

The Cooey 840 20 gauge shotgun is designed to use standard 20 gauge shotgun shells. It can accommodate
various types of ammunition, including birdshot, buckshot, and slugs, depending on the intended use, such as
hunting or target shooting.

Where can I find a manual for the Cooey 840 20 gauge shotgun?

You can find a manual for the Cooey 840 by checking online firearm forums, websites specializing in vintage
firearms, or contacting Cooey Firearms directly if they provide customer support for older models.
Additionally, some online retailers may offer downloadable manuals.

What maintenance is recommended for the Cooey 840 20 gauge shotgun?

Regular maintenance for the Cooey 840 includes cleaning the barrel and action after each use, checking for
rust or wear, and ensuring that moving parts are lubricated. It’s also important to inspect the shotgun
periodically for any signs of damage or malfunction.

Is the Cooey 840 20 gauge a good choice for beginners?

Yes, the Cooey 840 20 gauge is often considered a good choice for beginners due to its lightweight design,
simplicity of operation, and manageable recoil. Its single-shot mechanism encourages safe handling and focus on
marksmanship.
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