
contractions with not worksheet

Contractions with not are an essential part of the English language, providing a more conversational tone
while also simplifying speech and writing. Understanding how to correctly use contractions can enhance
both comprehension and fluency in English. This article will explore the concept of contractions, focusing
specifically on those that include 'not,' and will provide a comprehensive worksheet to practice their use.

What Are Contractions?

Contractions are shortened forms of words or combinations of words. They are created by omitting certain
letters and sounds, typically using an apostrophe to indicate the omission. In English, contractions are
commonly used in spoken language as well as informal writing. They help create a more relaxed and
natural flow of conversation.

Common Types of Contractions

1. Subject + Verb Contractions: These are formed by combining a subject pronoun and a verb, often
involving auxiliary verbs. For example:
- I am → I’m
- You are → You’re
- He is → He’s
- She is → She’s
- They are → They’re
- We are → We’re

2. Negative Contractions with Not: These contractions combine a verb or auxiliary verb with 'not' to create
a negative form. This is where our focus on contractions with not comes into play. Examples include:
- Is not → Isn’t
- Are not → Aren’t
- Have not → Haven’t
- Has not → Hasn’t
- Do not → Don’t
- Does not → Doesn’t
- Will not → Won’t
- Cannot → Can’t



Why Use Contractions?

Using contractions can make your writing and speaking sound more natural and less formal. Here are some
reasons why contractions are beneficial:

- Conversational Tone: Contractions help create an informal tone, which is often more engaging for listeners
or readers.
- Efficiency: They allow for quicker speech and writing, making communication more efficient.
- Clarity: In many cases, contractions can help clarify the intended meaning, particularly in spoken
language where fluidity is key.

Understanding Contractions with Not

Contractions that include 'not' serve to negate a verb or auxiliary verb. They are crucial for conveying
negative statements in a concise manner. Here are some common contractions with 'not' explained:

Examples of Contractions with Not

1. Isn’t: The contraction of "is not."
- Example: She isn’t coming to the party. (She is not coming to the party.)

2. Aren’t: The contraction of "are not."
- Example: They aren’t ready for the exam. (They are not ready for the exam.)

3. Haven’t: The contraction of "have not."
- Example: I haven’t finished my homework. (I have not finished my homework.)

4. Hasn’t: The contraction of "has not."
- Example: He hasn’t seen that movie. (He has not seen that movie.)

5. Don’t: The contraction of "do not."
- Example: I don’t like broccoli. (I do not like broccoli.)

6. Doesn’t: The contraction of "does not."
- Example: She doesn’t understand the question. (She does not understand the question.)

7. Won’t: The contraction of "will not."
- Example: I won’t be able to attend the meeting. (I will not be able to attend the meeting.)



8. Can’t: The contraction of "cannot."
- Example: You can’t park here. (You cannot park here.)

Worksheet for Practice with Contractions with Not

Now that we understand the importance and usage of contractions with not, the following worksheet is
designed to help reinforce this knowledge through practice.

Part 1: Fill in the Blanks

Complete the sentences by using the correct contraction with 'not'.

1. She ___ (is not) feeling well today.
2. They ___ (are not) going to the concert.
3. I ___ (have not) seen that book before.
4. He ___ (has not) finished his report yet.
5. We ___ (do not) want to miss the show.
6. The dog ___ (does not) like strangers.
7. I ___ (will not) tolerate such behavior.
8. You ___ (cannot) enter without a ticket.

Part 2: Rewrite the Sentences

Rewrite the following sentences using the correct contraction with 'not'.

1. She is not my friend.
- _______________________________________________________

2. They are not playing outside.
- _______________________________________________________

3. We have not received the package.
- _______________________________________________________

4. He is not coming to dinner.
- _______________________________________________________

5. I do not think that is a good idea.



- _______________________________________________________

Part 3: Multiple Choice

Choose the correct contraction to complete each sentence.

1. I ____ (a) do not (b) don’t like spicy food.
2. She ____ (a) is not (b) isn’t ready to leave.
3. They ____ (a) have not (b) haven’t called me yet.
4. We ____ (a) are not (b) aren’t going on vacation this year.
5. He ____ (a) does not (b) doesn’t know the answer.

Part 4: Create Your Own Sentences

Write five sentences of your own using different contractions with 'not'.

1. _______________________________________________________
2. _______________________________________________________
3. _______________________________________________________
4. _______________________________________________________
5. _______________________________________________________

Conclusion

Understanding and using contractions with not can dramatically improve one’s fluency and ease in English.
They create a more natural flow in both spoken and written language, making communication more
effective. By practicing with worksheets and engaging in activities focused on contractions, learners can
solidify their understanding and usage of these important grammatical structures. Whether in casual
conversations or informal writing, mastering contractions will undoubtedly enhance your English language
skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are contractions with 'not'?
Contractions with 'not' are shortened forms of verb phrases that combine a verb with 'not' to express



negation, such as 'isn't' for 'is not' and 'don't' for 'do not'.

Why are contractions with 'not' useful in writing?
Contractions with 'not' help to create a more conversational tone, make sentences more concise, and
improve the flow of writing.

What is an example of a contraction with 'not'?
An example of a contraction with 'not' is 'can't', which stands for 'cannot'.

How can I create a worksheet for practicing contractions with 'not'?
To create a worksheet, include exercises like fill-in-the-blank sentences, matching contractions to their
expanded forms, and rewriting sentences using contractions.

What are some common contractions with 'not' that students should
learn?
Some common contractions include 'won't' (will not), 'isn't' (is not), 'aren't' (are not), 'hasn't' (has not), and
'shouldn't' (should not).

How can contractions with 'not' enhance spoken English?
Using contractions with 'not' in spoken English makes speech sound more natural and fluent, allowing for a
smoother conversation.
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