
contemporary literature for 8th grade
Contemporary literature for 8th grade encompasses a diverse range of themes,
genres, and styles that resonate with young readers today. As students transition into
their teenage years, they encounter literature that reflects their experiences, challenges,
and aspirations. This article explores the significance of contemporary literature for 8th
graders, highlights notable authors and books in this genre, and discusses the impact of
these works on young minds.

Understanding Contemporary Literature

Contemporary literature refers to works written in the late 20th century and into the 21st
century. This genre explores modern themes relevant to today’s youth, often addressing
issues such as identity, diversity, mental health, and social justice. For 8th graders,
reading contemporary literature is not just about enjoyment; it serves as a tool for
understanding their place in the world and connecting with peers through shared
experiences.

The Importance of Contemporary Literature for Young
Readers

1. Relatability: Contemporary literature often features characters that reflect the lives and
struggles of 8th graders. This relatability fosters a connection between the reader and the
text, making it easier for them to engage with the story.

2. Diversity: The contemporary literary landscape embraces a wide range of voices and
perspectives. This exposure helps young readers understand and appreciate different
cultures, lifestyles, and viewpoints.

3. Critical Thinking: Many contemporary novels tackle complex themes and moral
dilemmas that encourage readers to think critically about their own beliefs and values.
This engagement with challenging topics promotes personal growth and empathy.

4. Emotional Awareness: Contemporary literature often addresses issues like mental
health, friendship, and family dynamics. Reading about these themes can help 8th graders
process their emotions and experiences in a safe and constructive way.

Notable Authors and Their Works

Several authors have made significant contributions to contemporary literature for young
adults. Their works often feature protagonists that 8th graders can identify with, making
them ideal for this age group.



1. Jason Reynolds

Recommended Works:
- Long Way Down
- Ghost
- Patina

Jason Reynolds is a prominent voice in contemporary literature, known for his powerful
storytelling and relatable characters. His works often explore themes of race, identity, and
the struggles of adolescence. Long Way Down, for example, uses a unique narrative
structure to delve into the complexities of grief and revenge.

2. Angie Thomas

Recommended Works:
- The Hate U Give
- On the Come Up

Angie Thomas’s debut novel, The Hate U Give, has become a modern classic among young
readers. It addresses issues of race, police brutality, and activism through the eyes of a
teenage girl. Thomas’s writing encourages discussions about social justice and empowers
young readers to find their voice.

3. John Green

Recommended Works:
- The Fault in Our Stars
- Looking for Alaska

John Green’s novels often grapple with themes of love, loss, and the search for meaning.
His relatable characters and engaging plots resonate with young adults, making his works
a staple in contemporary literature for 8th graders.

4. Elizabeth Acevedo

Recommended Works:
- The Poet X
- Clap When You Land

Elizabeth Acevedo’s poetry-infused narratives reflect the experiences of young Latina
girls, tackling issues of family, identity, and self-expression. Her writing style is both
lyrical and impactful, making her books appealing to young readers.



Key Themes in Contemporary Literature

Contemporary literature often explores various themes that are significant to young
readers. Understanding these themes can enhance students’ appreciation for the texts
they read.

1. Identity and Self-Discovery

Many contemporary novels focus on the journey of self-discovery that adolescents
undergo. Characters often grapple with questions about their identity, sexuality, and
cultural background. This theme encourages readers to reflect on their own experiences
and develop a stronger sense of self.

2. Friendship and Relationships

The dynamics of friendships and romantic relationships are central to many contemporary
stories. These narratives provide insight into the complexities of relationships, including
loyalty, betrayal, and the importance of communication.

3. Social Justice and Activism

Contemporary literature frequently addresses social issues, inviting readers to consider
their role in advocating for change. Books that tackle topics like racism, poverty, and
environmentalism empower young readers to engage with the world around them and
inspire them to act.

4. Mental Health

Mental health is an increasingly important theme in contemporary literature. Many
authors depict characters grappling with anxiety, depression, and other mental health
challenges. By representing these struggles, authors help destigmatize mental health
issues and foster understanding among young readers.

Reading Strategies for 8th Graders

To fully engage with contemporary literature, 8th graders can benefit from employing
various reading strategies:

Preview the Text: Before diving into a book, students should take a moment to read1.



the synopsis, look at chapter titles, and skim through the first few pages to get a
sense of the story.

Make Connections: Encourage students to connect the themes and characters in2.
the book to their own lives or current events. This can deepen their understanding
and engagement.

Ask Questions: While reading, students should jot down questions that arise. This3.
encourages critical thinking and can lead to meaningful discussions in class or with
peers.

Reflect on the Reading: After finishing a book, students should take time to reflect4.
on the themes, characters, and their emotional responses. Writing a short summary
or a personal response can enhance their comprehension.

Conclusion

In conclusion, contemporary literature for 8th grade serves as a powerful medium for
exploration, connection, and understanding. The diverse range of themes and relatable
characters found in these works not only captivates young readers but also encourages
them to reflect on their own lives and the world around them. By engaging with
contemporary literature, 8th graders can develop critical thinking skills, empathy, and a
deeper appreciation for the art of storytelling. As they navigate the challenges of
adolescence, these literary works can provide guidance, inspiration, and comfort, helping
them to forge their own paths in life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular contemporary novels for 8th
graders?
Some popular contemporary novels for 8th graders include 'The Hate U Give' by Angie
Thomas, 'Wonder' by R.J. Palacio, 'The Crossover' by Kwame Alexander, 'The Giver' by
Lois Lowry, and 'Ghost' by Jason Reynolds.

What themes are commonly explored in contemporary
literature for young adults?
Common themes in contemporary literature for young adults include identity, friendship,
social justice, mental health, family dynamics, and the challenges of growing up in a
diverse world.



How can reading contemporary literature benefit 8th
graders?
Reading contemporary literature can help 8th graders develop empathy, enhance critical
thinking skills, improve their vocabulary, and understand diverse perspectives and issues
relevant to their lives.

Are there any contemporary authors that 8th graders
should know about?
Yes, some contemporary authors that 8th graders should know about include Angie
Thomas, Jason Reynolds, R.J. Palacio, Kwame Alexander, and Nicola Yoon, as they write
engaging stories that resonate with young readers.

What makes a novel contemporary compared to classic
literature?
A novel is considered contemporary if it addresses modern themes, societal issues, and
cultural experiences relevant to today's youth, whereas classic literature often reflects the
values and concerns of earlier time periods.

Contemporary Literature For 8th Grade

Contemporary Literature For 8th Grade

Related Articles
common core quarterly mathematics pacing guide
combinatorial optimization polyhedra and efficiency
consequences of world war i

Back to Home

https://www.sensei.study/archive-ga-23-14/contemporary-literature-for-8th-grade.pdf
https://www.sensei.study/archive-ga-23-14/common-core-quarterly-mathematics-pacing-guide.pdf
https://www.sensei.study/archive-ga-23-14/combinatorial-optimization-polyhedra-and-efficiency.pdf
https://www.sensei.study/archive-ga-23-14/consequences-of-world-war-i.pdf
https://www.sensei.study

