
constitutional convention vocabulary
answer key
Constitutional convention vocabulary answer key is an essential resource for understanding
the complex terminology used during the formation of the United States Constitution. The
Constitutional Convention of 1787 was a pivotal event that led to the creation of the
nation’s foundational legal document, and grasping the vocabulary associated with it is
crucial for students, educators, and anyone interested in American history. This article will
explore key terms related to the Constitutional Convention, providing definitions and
contexts to enhance comprehension.

Understanding the Constitutional Convention

The Constitutional Convention was convened in Philadelphia from May to September 1787.
Delegates from twelve of the thirteen states (Rhode Island did not participate) gathered to
address the inadequacies of the Articles of Confederation and to draft a new constitution
that would better serve the needs of the fledgling nation.

Key Terminology from the Constitutional Convention

Below is a glossary of important terms that arose during the Constitutional Convention:

1. Articles of Confederation: The first governing document of the United States, ratified in
1781. It established a weak federal government and was replaced by the Constitution due
to its ineffectiveness.
2. Delegates: Representatives from each state who attended the Constitutional Convention.
Notable delegates included George Washington, James Madison, and Benjamin Franklin.
3. Federalism: A system of government in which power is divided between a central
authority and constituent political units (states). The Constitution established a federal
system to balance power between state and national levels.
4. Ratification: The formal approval process of the Constitution, requiring nine out of the
thirteen states to agree for it to take effect.
5. Great Compromise: An agreement reached during the convention that established a
bicameral legislature, combining elements of the Virginia Plan and the New Jersey Plan.
6. Bicameral: Referring to a legislative body that has two chambers. In the case of the U.S.
Congress, these chambers are the House of Representatives and the Senate.
7. Virginia Plan: A proposal for a new constitution that called for a strong national
government with a bicameral legislature, representation based on state population.
8. New Jersey Plan: A proposal that called for a unicameral legislature with equal
representation for each state, regardless of size or population.
9. Three-Fifths Compromise: A compromise reached that determined how slaves would be
counted for taxation and representation purposes, counting each slave as three-fifths of a
person.
10. Checks and Balances: A system designed to prevent any one branch of government



from becoming too powerful by ensuring that each branch has some measure of influence
over the other branches.

Important Concepts and Principles

Several concepts and principles emerged during the Constitutional Convention that
continue to influence American governance today:

- Separation of Powers: The division of government responsibilities into distinct branches:
legislative, executive, and judicial. This principle is designed to prevent the concentration of
power and protect individual freedoms.
- Popular Sovereignty: The idea that the authority of government is created and sustained
by the consent of its people, through their elected representatives.
- Limited Government: The concept that governmental powers are restricted by law,
typically through a written constitution, to protect individual rights and liberties.
- Bill of Rights: The first ten amendments to the Constitution, ratified in 1791, that
guarantee specific freedoms and rights to individuals, addressing concerns raised during
the ratification debates.

Significant Outcomes of the Convention

The Constitutional Convention produced several key outcomes that shaped the future of the
United States:

Drafting the Constitution

The delegates ultimately drafted the Constitution, which serves as the supreme law of the
land. The Constitution outlines the structure of the federal government, delineates the
powers of each branch, and establishes the rights of citizens.

Establishment of the Legislative Branch

The Great Compromise led to the establishment of a bicameral Congress, which consists of:

- House of Representatives: Members are elected based on the population of each state,
serving two-year terms.
- Senate: Each state is represented by two senators, serving six-year terms, ensuring equal
representation for all states regardless of size.

Compromises Reached



Several significant compromises were crucial to securing the agreement of all states:

1. The Great Compromise: Balanced the needs of large and small states regarding
representation.
2. Three-Fifths Compromise: Addressed the contentious issue of how slaves would be
counted in determining representation and taxation.
3. Commerce and Slave Trade Compromise: Congress was forbidden to regulate the slave
trade for twenty years, appeasing southern states.

The Ratification Process

Following the completion of the Constitution, the next challenge was its ratification. The
process involved several key steps:

Federalists vs. Anti-Federalists

- Federalists: Supporters of the Constitution who believed in a strong national government.
Prominent Federalists included Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay, who
wrote the Federalist Papers to promote ratification.
- Anti-Federalists: Opponents of the Constitution who feared that a strong national
government would threaten individual liberties and state sovereignty. They advocated for
the inclusion of a Bill of Rights.

The Role of the Federalist Papers

The Federalist Papers were a series of 85 articles and essays written to encourage
ratification of the Constitution. They provided insights into the framers’ intentions and
offered arguments in favor of the new government structure.

State Ratification Conventions

Each state held conventions to debate and vote on the Constitution. Ratification required
the agreement of nine states, which was eventually achieved with the ratification of New
Hampshire on June 21, 1788.

Conclusion

In summary, the constitutional convention vocabulary answer key serves as a vital tool for
understanding the terminology and key concepts that emerged from this transformative
period in American history. The decisions made during the convention laid the foundation
for the United States' government and continue to influence its political landscape today.



By familiarizing oneself with these terms and their implications, individuals can better
appreciate the complexities of the Constitution and the principles of democracy that it
embodies. The legacy of the Constitutional Convention remains a testament to the foresight
of the Founding Fathers and the enduring nature of the document they created.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Constitutional Convention?
The Constitutional Convention was a meeting held in Philadelphia in 1787 where delegates
drafted the United States Constitution.

What does 'ratification' mean in the context of the
Constitution?
Ratification refers to the formal approval process by which the states accepted the
Constitution, requiring nine out of thirteen states to agree.

What is meant by 'checks and balances'?
Checks and balances is a system that ensures no one branch of government becomes too
powerful, with each branch having the ability to limit the powers of the others.

What is the purpose of the 'Great Compromise'?
The Great Compromise established a bicameral legislature, balancing representation by
population in the House of Representatives with equal representation in the Senate.

What does 'federalism' refer to?
Federalism is the division of power between the national and state governments, allowing
for shared and separate functions.

What is the 'Bill of Rights'?
The Bill of Rights consists of the first ten amendments to the Constitution that guarantee
individual liberties and rights.

What does 'separation of powers' mean?
Separation of powers is the principle that divides government responsibilities into distinct
branches to prevent any one branch from exercising the core functions of another.
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