
conan tower of the elephant

conan tower of the elephant stands as one of the most iconic and influential stories
within the Conan the Barbarian saga, originally created by Robert E. Howard. This tale,
which first appeared in the early 1930s, has captivated readers with its blend of sword and
sorcery, intricate plot, and memorable characters. The story revolves around Conan’s
daring infiltration of the Tower of the Elephant, an enigmatic fortress housing a mystical
jewel and a mysterious captive. The narrative explores themes such as adventure, betrayal,
and the supernatural, set against the richly imagined backdrop of Howard’s Hyborian Age.
This article provides a comprehensive overview of the “Conan Tower of the Elephant,”
including its plot summary, key characters, thematic elements, and its impact on popular
culture and the fantasy genre. Additionally, an analysis of its various adaptations and the
legacy it has left behind will offer a deeper understanding of this classic story’s enduring
appeal.
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Plot Summary of Conan Tower of the Elephant
The story titled “Conan Tower of the Elephant” follows the adventurous exploits of Conan, a
skilled thief and warrior, as he attempts to infiltrate a heavily guarded tower in the city of
Arenjun. The tower itself is rumored to contain a priceless gem known as the Heart of the
Elephant, a jewel coveted for its incredible magical properties. Conan’s motivation stems
from both greed and curiosity, leading him to navigate numerous traps, guards, and arcane
defenses. Upon reaching the tower’s pinnacle, Conan discovers a captive alien-like being
named Yag-Kosha, who reveals his tragic past and the dark sorcery that binds him. The tale
culminates in a confrontation with the tower’s sinister master, resulting in a mix of heroism
and tragedy. This plot expertly combines elements of mystery, action, and supernatural
horror, making it a quintessential example of sword and sorcery fiction.

Key Plot Points
Several crucial moments define the narrative structure of the “Conan Tower of the
Elephant” story:

Conan’s initial decision to target the Tower of the Elephant for its rumored treasure.



Stealthy infiltration through the tower’s defenses and overcoming magical traps.

The encounter with Yag-Kosha, who provides exposition about the tower’s true nature
and the evil sorcerer Yara.

The revelation of the Heart of the Elephant’s significance and its connection to Yag-
Kosha’s plight.

The final battle where Conan confronts and defeats Yara, leading to Yag-Kosha’s
liberation and death.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The richness of “Conan Tower of the Elephant” is amplified by its memorable characters,
each serving a vital role in driving the story forward and enriching its themes.
Understanding these characters provides insight into the motivations and moral
complexities within the narrative.

Conan the Barbarian
Conan is the protagonist, depicted as a formidable warrior and cunning thief. His physical
prowess, intelligence, and pragmatism define much of the story’s action. Rather than a
mere treasure hunter, Conan embodies the archetype of the anti-hero, whose personal
code of honor and strength enable him to confront supernatural forces.

Yag-Kosha
Yag-Kosha is a tragic alien entity imprisoned within the tower. His backstory reveals that he
was once a powerful being from another world, enslaved and tortured by the sorcerer Yara.
Yag-Kosha’s narrative arc introduces themes of suffering, redemption, and the
consequences of unchecked magical ambition.

Yara
Yara, the villainous sorcerer, controls the Tower of the Elephant and is the primary
antagonist. His cruelty and lust for power illustrate the dangers of dark magic and tyranny.
Yara’s character serves as a foil to Conan’s more heroic traits, showcasing the conflict
between good and evil forces in the Hyborian Age.

Supporting Characters
While the story mainly focuses on these three figures, minor characters such as the city
guards and other denizens of Arenjun contribute to the setting’s realism and the narrative’s
tension.



Thematic Elements and Symbolism
“Conan Tower of the Elephant” weaves multiple thematic strands that enhance its depth
and resonance. These themes are communicated through the narrative and symbolic
elements embedded in the story.

Power and Corruption
The story vividly illustrates how absolute power, especially when coupled with dark magic,
leads to corruption. Yara’s tyrannical rule and exploitation of Yag-Kosha demonstrate this
theme, warning against the dangers of unchecked ambition.

Freedom and Enslavement
Yag-Kosha’s captivity and eventual liberation by Conan symbolize the struggle for freedom
against oppression. This theme resonates with broader concepts of justice and resistance
against tyranny within the narrative.

Heroism and Morality
Conan’s actions reflect a complex morality that balances self-interest with moments of
compassion and justice. The story challenges traditional heroic ideals by presenting a
protagonist who operates within a morally ambiguous world.

Symbolism of the Heart of the Elephant
The mystical jewel, the Heart of the Elephant, symbolizes both ultimate power and tragic
sacrifice. Its association with Yag-Kosha’s suffering adds layers of meaning related to the
cost of ambition and the interconnectedness of power and pain.

Setting and World-Building in the Hyborian Age
The Tower of the Elephant story is set within Robert E. Howard’s meticulously crafted
Hyborian Age, a fictional prehistoric era rich in diverse cultures, magic, and conflict. This
setting provides a fertile ground for the narrative’s fantasy elements.

The City of Arenjun
Arenjun, the city housing the Tower of the Elephant, is portrayed as a bustling and
dangerous metropolis. Its architecture, social hierarchy, and atmosphere reflect the blend
of civilization and barbarism that characterizes the Hyborian Age. The city’s detailed
depiction enhances the story’s immersive quality.

The Tower’s Architecture and Mystique
The Tower itself is described as an imposing and enigmatic structure, combining both
physical and magical defenses. Its design symbolizes the arcane knowledge and oppressive
power wielded by Yara. The mystery surrounding the tower’s interior adds suspense and
intrigue to the plot.



Hyborian Age Context
The broader Hyborian Age setting situates the story within a world where swordplay,
sorcery, and survival intersect. This context allows for the integration of various
mythological and cultural elements, enriching the narrative’s complexity.

Adaptations and Influence on Popular Culture
Since its original publication, “Conan Tower of the Elephant” has inspired numerous
adaptations and has had a significant influence on the fantasy genre and popular culture at
large.

Comic Book Adaptations
The story has been adapted into several comic book formats, most notably by Marvel
Comics and Dark Horse Comics. These adaptations have introduced the tale to new
audiences, often expanding on its themes and visual elements while retaining the core
narrative.

Film and Television Inspirations
While not directly adapted into major films, the themes and motifs from “Conan Tower of
the Elephant” have influenced various Conan-related movies and television series.
Elements such as Conan’s infiltration missions and battles with sorcerers echo the story’s
impact.

Impact on the Sword and Sorcery Genre
The tale has contributed to defining the sword and sorcery subgenre, emphasizing a blend
of heroic adventure, dark magic, and morally complex characters. Its influence is seen in
numerous fantasy works that followed, shaping character archetypes and storytelling
conventions.

Introduction of complex anti-heroes in fantasy literature

Integration of supernatural horror into sword and sorcery narratives

Emphasis on atmospheric and immersive world-building

Exploration of darker and tragic themes within heroic tales

Legacy and Significance in Sword and Sorcery
Literature
The enduring legacy of “Conan Tower of the Elephant” lies in its pioneering role within the
sword and sorcery literary tradition. Its successful blending of action, fantasy, and
philosophical themes has cemented its status as a classic.



Influence on Subsequent Writers
Many contemporary fantasy authors cite Robert E. Howard’s work, particularly this story, as
foundational to their own writing. The narrative’s structure and character development
have become a model for crafting engaging and multifaceted fantasy tales.

Enduring Popularity Among Readers
The story continues to be read and appreciated by fans of fantasy literature, ensuring its
place in the canon of influential fantasy stories. Its themes remain relevant, and Conan’s
character continues to embody the timeless appeal of the heroic adventurer.

Contribution to Fantasy Storytelling Techniques
“Conan Tower of the Elephant” showcases early use of vivid descriptive language,
suspenseful pacing, and a balance between physical action and philosophical reflection.
These storytelling techniques have influenced the evolution of fantasy narratives over
decades.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Tower of the Elephant' in Conan lore?
'The Tower of the Elephant' is a famous sword and sorcery story featuring Conan the
Barbarian, originally written by Robert E. Howard. It revolves around Conan's daring heist
and encounter with a mysterious alien entity trapped within a tower.

Who is the author of 'The Tower of the Elephant'?
'The Tower of the Elephant' was written by Robert E. Howard, the creator of Conan the
Barbarian, and is considered one of the classic Conan stories.

What is the main plot of 'The Tower of the Elephant'?
The story follows Conan as he attempts to steal a priceless gem known as the Heart of the
Elephant from a heavily guarded tower in the city of Zamora, only to discover a deeper
mystery involving an ancient, imprisoned being.

Why is 'The Tower of the Elephant' considered a
significant Conan story?
It is regarded as one of the best Conan stories because of its blend of fantasy, intrigue, and
horror, showcasing Conan's intelligence and bravery beyond mere brawn.



Has 'The Tower of the Elephant' been adapted into
other media?
Yes, 'The Tower of the Elephant' has been adapted into comics, graphic novels, and even
referenced in films and video games featuring Conan the Barbarian.

What themes are explored in 'The Tower of the
Elephant'?
The story explores themes such as greed, betrayal, the clash between the mortal and the
divine, and the pursuit of forbidden knowledge.

Where does 'The Tower of the Elephant' fit in the Conan
timeline?
'The Tower of the Elephant' is set early in Conan's career as a thief and adventurer, often
placed during his youth before he became a king.

Additional Resources
1. Conan the Barbarian: The Tower of the Elephant
This book is a direct adaptation of Robert E. Howard’s classic story, "The Tower of the
Elephant." It follows Conan, a young and ambitious thief, as he attempts to infiltrate a
mysterious tower in the city of Zamora. Within the tower lies a powerful and ancient jewel
guarded by strange creatures. Conan's journey reveals dark secrets and cosmic forces
beyond his understanding.

2. The Coming of Conan the Cimmerian
A collection of some of the earliest Conan stories by Robert E. Howard, including "The
Tower of the Elephant." This volume showcases the raw and gritty adventures of Conan in
his youth, exploring his cunning, strength, and complex morality. It's an essential read for
those wanting to understand the origins of Conan’s character and the Hyborian Age setting.

3. Conan the Adventurer: Tales of the Hyborian Age
This anthology gathers various tales of Conan’s escapades throughout the Hyborian world.
Featuring stories similar in tone and theme to "The Tower of the Elephant," it delves into
Conan’s encounters with sorcery, ancient relics, and deadly foes. Readers get a broad
sense of the barbarian’s adventures beyond just one city or tower.

4. Conan and the Sorcerer’s Curse
In this novel, Conan faces a powerful sorcerer who has unleashed a terrible curse upon a
distant land. The story captures the blend of sword and sorcery that defines Howard’s work,
with Conan relying on both brute strength and sharp wit. Fans of "The Tower of the
Elephant" will appreciate the mystical elements and intense action sequences.

5. The Savage Sword of Conan: Volume 1
A graphic novel collection that includes adaptations of key Conan stories, including "The
Tower of the Elephant." The vivid artwork brings the dark and fantastical world of Conan to



life, highlighting his battles against monstrous creatures and treacherous villains. This
volume is perfect for readers who enjoy visual storytelling alongside classic tales.

6. Conan: The Hour of the Dragon
This novel features Conan during his reign as a king, facing conspiracies and dark magic
threatening his throne. While different in setting than "The Tower of the Elephant," it shares
the rich world-building and epic scope of Howard’s universe. The narrative explores the
balance between barbarism and civilization that defines Conan’s character.

7. The Hyborian Age: The Lost Chronicles
A compilation of stories and essays expanding on the history and geography of the
Hyborian Age. Readers gain a deeper understanding of the cultures, politics, and myths
that form the backdrop for Conan’s adventures, including those like "The Tower of the
Elephant." This book is ideal for those who want to immerse themselves fully in the world
surrounding Conan.

8. Conan and the Jewel of the Ages
Inspired by the mystical jewel central to "The Tower of the Elephant," this novel follows
Conan as he seeks a legendary gem rumored to grant immense power. The story mixes
intense action with supernatural elements, echoing the themes of greed, betrayal, and
heroism found in the original tale. It’s a thrilling read for fans of Conan’s treasure-hunting
exploits.

9. Conan the Cimmerian: The Chronicles
A comprehensive collection of Conan’s adventures from his early days as a thief to his later
exploits as a warrior and leader. This book includes stories that complement "The Tower of
the Elephant," offering insight into Conan’s growth and the various challenges he faces.
Richly detailed and character-driven, it’s perfect for readers seeking a full Conan
experience.
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