common french verbs conjugation table

Common French verbs conjugation table is an essential tool for anyone looking
to master the French language. Conjugation forms the backbone of effective
communication in French, as verbs are central to expressing actions, states,
and occurrences. Understanding how to conjugate common verbs not only
enhances your vocabulary but also aids in developing fluency. This article
will provide an in-depth look at French verb conjugation, a comprehensive
table of common verbs, and tips for mastering these essential words.

Understanding French Verb Conjugation

French verbs are typically categorized into three groups based on their
endings: -ER, -IR, and -RE verbs. Each group follows a specific pattern of
conjugation, which changes according to the subject pronoun and the tense
(present, past, future, etc.).

1. Verb Groups

e —ER Verbs: The largest group of French verbs, accounting for about 80%
of all verbs. Examples include "parler" (to speak) and "aimer" (to
love) .

e —TIR Verbs: This group includes verbs like "finir" (to finish) and
"choisir" (to choose). They typically follow a regular pattern.

e —RE Verbs: These verbs, such as "vendre" (to sell) and "attendre" (to
wait), have their own unique endings.

2. Conjugation Patterns

French verbs are conjugated based on the subject pronoun. Here are the
subject pronouns in French:

e Je (I)

e Tu (You - informal)

e I1/Elle/On (He/She/One)

e Nous (We)

e Vous (You - formal/plural)

e Tls/Elles (They - masculine/feminine)



Each subject pronoun will change the verb ending, and it is vital to memorize
these endings for the most common verbs.

Common French Verbs Conjugation Table

To help you get started, here’s a conjugation table featuring some of the
most common French verbs in the present tense.

—-ER Verbs: "Parler" (to speak)

Subject Pronoun Conjugation
Je parle

Tu parles
Il/Elle/On parle

Nous parlons

Vous parlez
Ils/Elles parlent

—IR Verbs: "Finir" (to finish)

Subject Pronoun C0™ugation
Je finis

Tu finis
11/Elle/On finit

Nous finissons
Vous finissez
Ils/Elles finissent

—RE Verbs: "Vendre" (to sell)



Subject Pronoun Conjugation

Je vends
Tu vends
[1/Elle/On vend
Nous vendons
Vous vendez
Ils/Elles vendent

Common Irregular Verbs

While the majority of French verbs follow regular conjugation patterns,
several key verbs are irregular and do not conform to the typical endings.
Here are some of the most common irregular verbs along with their present
tense conjugations.

1. "Etre" (to be)

Subject Pronoun Conjugation
Je suis

Tu es

1/Elle/On est

Nous sommes
Vous etes

Tls/Elles sont

2. "Avoir" (to have)

Subject Pronoun Conjugation

ai

Je



as

Tu

1/Elle/On a
Nous avons
Vous avez
Is/Elles ont

3. "Aller" (to go)

Subject Pronoun Conjugation
Je vais

Tu vas

1l/Elle/On va

Nous allons

Vous allez

Ils/Elles vont

Tips for Mastering French Verb Conjugation

Mastering French verb conjugation can be challenging, but employing the
following strategies can help simplify the process:

1. Practice Regularly

Consistent practice is key. Allocate time each day to review and practice
conjugating verbs. Use flashcards or apps that focus on verb forms.

2. Create Conjugation Tables

Writing out your own conjugation tables can reinforce your understanding. Use
the common verbs provided in this article and create your own tables for
practice.



3. Use Mnemonics

Create mnemonic devices to remember conjugation endings. Associating endings
with familiar words or phrases can aid in retention.

4. Engage in Conversation

Practice speaking with native French speakers or language partners. This
real-world application will help you solidify your understanding of verb
conjugations.

5. Read and Write in French

Immerse yourself in the language through reading and writing. This exposure
will

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the basic structure of a French verb
conjugation table?

A French verb conjugation table typically includes the verb's infinitive
form, its conjugations across different tenses (present, past, future) and

moods (indicative, subjunctive, conditional), along with examples for each
conjugation.

What are the three main groups of regular French
verbs?

The three main groups of regular French verbs are: 1st group (-er verbs like
'varler'), 2nd group (-ir verbs like 'finir'), and 3rd group (irregular
verbs, including -re verbs like 'vendre' and other irregular forms).

How do I conjugate the verb 'étre' in the present
tense?

In the present tense, 'étre' is conjugated as follows: je suis, tu es,
il/elle/on est, nous sommes, vous étes, ils/elles sont.

What tools or resources can help me learn French verb
conjugations?
Useful tools for learning French verb conjugations include online conjugation

websites, mobile apps like Duolingo or Conjugaison, and reference books like
'501 French Verbs' which provide detailed conjugation tables.



Why is it important to learn verb conjugations in
French?
Learning verb conjugations is essential in French as it affects the meaning

of sentences, helps in constructing grammatically correct phrases, and
improves overall communication in both spoken and written forms.
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