
commentary on the whole bible
Commentary on the whole Bible is an extensive endeavor that requires both
theological insight and an understanding of historical context. The Bible,
composed of the Old and New Testaments, is a collection of sacred texts that
form the foundation of Christianity and influence many aspects of Western
civilization. This commentary aims to explore the major themes, literary
forms, and theological implications found throughout the Scriptures,
providing readers with a deeper understanding of its messages and teachings.

Understanding the Structure of the Bible

The Bible is divided into two main sections: the Old Testament and the New
Testament. Each section holds significant theological weight and provides
insights into the nature of God, humanity, and the relationship between the
two.

Old Testament Overview

The Old Testament consists of 39 books (in Protestant tradition), written
over centuries, from approximately 1400 BC to 400 BC. It is primarily focused
on the history of the Israelites, their covenant with God, and the prophetic
literature that reflects on their moral and spiritual journey.

1. Historical Books: These include Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,
Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2
Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther. They narrate the story of Israel's
formation, the establishment of kingship, and the exile.

2. Wisdom Literature: This category includes Job, Psalms, Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon. These books explore themes of suffering,
worship, wisdom, and love, offering reflections on human experience and the
nature of God.

3. Prophetic Books: These include major prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and
Ezekiel, and the twelve minor prophets. They contain messages of warning,
judgment, and hope, often addressing the social injustices and spiritual
failures of Israel.

New Testament Overview

The New Testament comprises 27 books, written in the first century AD,
focusing on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ and the
implications of His teachings for humanity.



1. Gospels: The four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) provide distinct
perspectives on Jesus' life and ministry, underscoring His divine nature and
His role as the Messiah.

2. Acts of the Apostles: This book details the early church's formation, the
spread of the Gospel, and the works of the apostles, particularly Paul.

3. Epistles: Letters written by apostles (such as Paul, Peter, James, John,
and Jude) addressing various churches and individuals. They explore
theological issues, ethical living, and the nature of faith.

4. Revelation: The final book of the New Testament, it presents apocalyptic
visions and prophecies about the end times, emphasizing hope and the ultimate
victory of God.

Themes in Biblical Commentary

The commentary on the whole Bible reveals several recurring themes that are
pivotal in understanding its message.

The Covenant

The concept of covenant is central to the Bible, representing the
relationship between God and humanity. Key examples include:

- Noahic Covenant: God's promise to Noah not to destroy the earth by flood
again (Genesis 9:11).
- Abrahamic Covenant: The promise made to Abraham regarding his descendants
and land (Genesis 12:1-3).
- Mosaic Covenant: The laws given to Moses that define Israel's identity and
relationship with God (Exodus 19-24).
- Davidic Covenant: God's promise to establish David's throne forever (2
Samuel 7:12-16).
- New Covenant: Established through Jesus, offering salvation and the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit (Luke 22:20; Hebrews 8:6-13).

Redemption and Salvation

The theme of redemption is woven throughout the Scriptures, culminating in
the New Testament with the life and sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Key points
include:

- Old Testament Shadows: Sacrificial systems (like Passover) foreshadowing
Christ's ultimate sacrifice.
- New Testament Fulfillment: The concept of salvation by grace through faith



(Ephesians 2:8-9) emphasizes that redemption is a gift, not earned by works.

The Nature of God

Understanding God's character is a vital aspect of biblical commentary. Key
attributes include:

- Holiness: God's purity and separation from sin (Isaiah 6:3).
- Love: God's unconditional love for humanity, exemplified in John 3:16.
- Justice: God's commitment to righteousness and justice (Micah 6:8).
- Sovereignty: God's ultimate authority over creation and history (Psalm
115:3).

Literary Forms and Techniques

The Bible employs various literary forms, each contributing to its rich
tapestry of meaning.

Parables and Proverbs

- Parables: Short stories with moral or spiritual lessons, commonly used by
Jesus (e.g., The Good Samaritan, Luke 10:25-37).
- Proverbs: Short, pithy sayings that convey wisdom (e.g., Proverbs 3:5-6).

Poetry and Songs

- Psalms: A collection of songs and prayers reflecting human emotions in
worship (e.g., Psalm 23).
- Song of Solomon: An allegorical love poem celebrating romantic love and
desire.

Apocalyptic Literature

- Revelation and Daniel: Use of symbolic language and imagery to convey
messages about the end times and God's ultimate plan.

Application of Biblical Commentary

The insights gleaned from a comprehensive commentary on the Bible can be



applied in various ways:

1. Personal Growth: Engaging with Scripture fosters spiritual growth and a
deeper relationship with God.
2. Community Engagement: Understanding biblical principles can guide ethical
behavior and social justice efforts within communities.
3. Theological Study: Provides a foundation for academic study in seminaries
and theological institutions.
4. Interfaith Dialogue: Offers a framework for discussing and understanding
differing beliefs and practices across faith traditions.

Conclusion

A commentary on the whole Bible serves as a vital resource for believers and
seekers alike. It enriches understanding, fosters spiritual growth, and
encourages thoughtful engagement with the text. The Bible, as a multifaceted
document, encapsulates the human experience in the divine narrative, offering
timeless truths that continue to resonate today. By exploring its themes,
literary forms, and theological insights, readers can unlock the depth and
richness of the Scriptures, finding guidance and inspiration for their lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of a commentary on the whole
Bible?
A commentary on the whole Bible aims to provide insights, explanations, and
interpretations of the biblical texts, helping readers understand the
historical context, literary structure, and theological significance of
scripture.

How do modern commentaries differ from traditional
ones?
Modern commentaries often incorporate recent archaeological findings,
historical-critical methods, and diverse theological perspectives, whereas
traditional commentaries may rely more heavily on historical interpretations
and church doctrine.

Who are some notable authors of comprehensive Bible
commentaries?
Some notable authors include Matthew Henry, John Calvin, William Barclay, and
more contemporary scholars like N.T. Wright and John Walton, each offering
unique perspectives and insights.



What are the benefits of using a commentary while
studying the Bible?
Using a commentary can enhance understanding by providing context, clarifying
difficult passages, and offering interpretations that may not be immediately
apparent, thus enriching personal study and group discussions.

Are there commentaries that focus on specific
theological viewpoints?
Yes, there are commentaries that focus on specific theological viewpoints,
such as Reformed, Catholic, or Pentecostal perspectives, allowing readers to
explore interpretations aligned with their beliefs.

How can beginners choose the right commentary for
their Bible study?
Beginners should look for commentaries that are user-friendly, written in
accessible language, and provide a balanced approach to interpretation.
Series like the New International Commentary on the Old and New Testament are
often recommended.
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