
come sail away styx piano
Come Sail Away Styx Piano is a timeless classic that has captivated audiences since its
release in 1977. Written by Dennis DeYoung, the song showcases Styx's unique blend of
rock and orchestral elements, making it a staple in the American rock genre. This article will
delve into the song's background, its musical composition, the significance of the piano in
its arrangement, and tips for aspiring pianists who wish to learn this iconic piece.

Background of "Come Sail Away"

"Come Sail Away" was released on Styx's album "The Grand Illusion" in 1977. At the time,
the band consisted of Dennis DeYoung, Tommy Shaw, James Young, Chuck Panozzo, and
John Panozzo. The song quickly became one of Styx's most popular tracks, reaching number
eight on the Billboard Hot 100 chart.

The song's lyrics reflect themes of escapism and adventure, inviting listeners to embark on
a journey away from the mundane aspects of life. DeYoung's inspiration for writing the song
stemmed from his desire to create a piece that encapsulated the feeling of sailing away
into the unknown. The combination of its uplifting lyrics and intricate musical composition
has allowed "Come Sail Away" to endure through the decades.

Musical Composition

"Come Sail Away" is notable for its rich musical structure, which blends rock, progressive
rock, and orchestral elements. The song is divided into several distinct sections, each
showcasing different musical styles and dynamics.

Structure of the Song

The song follows a traditional verse-chorus structure, interwoven with instrumental sections
and dynamic shifts. Here’s a breakdown of its components:

1. Intro: The song begins with a soft piano introduction, setting a reflective and serene
mood.
2. Verse: The verses introduce the narrative of longing and adventure, supported by
harmonic vocals.
3. Chorus: The chorus bursts forth with an anthemic quality, inviting listeners to join in the
call to adventure.
4. Bridge: The bridge features a shift in dynamics, incorporating orchestral strings and a
more dramatic feel.
5. Outro: The song concludes with a powerful and uplifting finale, often leaving audiences
exhilarated.



Key Signature and Chords

"Come Sail Away" is primarily in the key of B major. The chord progression features a mix of
major and minor chords that contribute to the song's emotional depth. Some of the
fundamental chords include:

- B major
- F major
- Gm (G-sharp minor)
- E major

This combination of chords allows for a rich harmonic landscape that enhances the lyrics'
themes of longing and freedom.

The Role of Piano in "Come Sail Away"

The piano plays a crucial role in "Come Sail Away," serving as both the foundation of the
song and a vehicle for emotional expression. Dennis DeYoung, the band's keyboardist, not
only wrote the song but also performed the piano parts, imbuing the piece with his unique
style.

Importance of Piano in the Arrangement

1. Melodic Foundation: The piano provides the primary melody in the intro and throughout
the song, establishing the mood and guiding the listener through the emotional landscape.
2. Harmonic Support: The chords played on the piano support the vocal lines, enhancing
the song's overall harmonic richness.
3. Dynamic Contrast: The piano's ability to transition from soft, reflective passages to
powerful, driving sections adds to the song's dramatic effect.
4. Solo Sections: The piano solos within the song highlight DeYoung's virtuosity and
creativity, showcasing the instrument's capabilities.

Learning "Come Sail Away" on Piano

For aspiring pianists looking to learn "Come Sail Away," here are some tips to help you
master this iconic song:

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Song: Listen to the original recording multiple times to
understand the song's structure, dynamics, and emotional nuances.
2. Start with the Intro: The piano intro is a great place to begin learning. Break it down into
smaller sections and practice each part slowly.
3. Focus on Chords: Learn the chord progressions used in the song. Familiarizing yourself
with the B major scale and its corresponding chords will facilitate smoother transitions.
4. Practice Dynamics: Pay attention to the dynamics in the song. Practice playing softly



during the verses and building intensity during the chorus and bridge.
5. Use Sheet Music: Consider getting a copy of the sheet music for "Come Sail Away." This
will provide you with a visual reference and help you understand the song's structure more
clearly.
6. Record Yourself: Record your practice sessions to track your progress and identify areas
for improvement.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

"Come Sail Away" has transcended its original release, becoming a cultural touchstone. It
has been featured in various media, from movies to television shows, and continues to
resonate with audiences of all ages.

Influence on Other Artists

Many artists and bands have cited Styx as an influence, and "Come Sail Away" has been
covered by numerous musicians across genres. The song's structure and themes make it a
popular choice for reinterpretation, allowing new generations to appreciate its beauty.

Live Performances

Styx has performed "Come Sail Away" countless times over the years, and it remains a
highlight of their live shows. The song's anthemic quality often leads to audience sing-
alongs, creating a communal experience that reinforces its themes of adventure and unity.

Conclusion

"Come Sail Away Styx piano" is more than just a song; it is an emblematic piece of rock
history that showcases the intersection of musical artistry and emotional depth. Whether
you are a lifelong fan or a budding pianist, understanding the song's composition,
significance, and the role of the piano can enhance your appreciation for this classic. As you
embark on your journey to learn this iconic track, remember that music is not just about the
notes played; it’s about the emotions conveyed and the stories told through each
performance. So, set sail on your musical adventure and let "Come Sail Away" guide you
through the waves of creativity and expression.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'Come Sail Away' by Styx?
The main theme of 'Come Sail Away' revolves around escapism and the longing for
freedom, as the lyrics express a desire to leave behind everyday struggles and embark on a
journey of adventure and discovery.

Who is the primary songwriter for 'Come Sail Away'?
'Come Sail Away' was primarily written by Dennis DeYoung, the keyboardist and lead
vocalist of Styx.

What notable musical elements are present in the piano
arrangement of 'Come Sail Away'?
The piano arrangement features a mix of soft ballad-like melodies, powerful crescendos,
and intricate chord progressions, highlighting the emotional depth of the song.

When was 'Come Sail Away' released?
'Come Sail Away' was released in 1977 as part of Styx's album 'The Grand Illusion'.

How does the piano contribute to the overall feel of
'Come Sail Away'?
The piano serves as a foundational instrument in 'Come Sail Away', providing both melodic
support and emotional resonance, which enhances the song's themes of hope and
yearning.

Are there any famous piano covers of 'Come Sail Away'?
Yes, many pianists and music enthusiasts have created covers of 'Come Sail Away',
showcasing the song's beautiful melody and intricate piano work, often found on platforms
like YouTube.

What impact did 'Come Sail Away' have on Styx's
career?
'Come Sail Away' was a significant hit for Styx, helping to propel the band to international
fame and solidifying their status in the rock music scene of the late 1970s.

What is the song's structure in terms of verses and
choruses?
'Come Sail Away' features a classic structure with multiple verses leading to a powerful
chorus, followed by a bridge and an instrumental section that showcases the piano and
orchestral elements.



Is 'Come Sail Away' still popular today?
Yes, 'Come Sail Away' continues to be a beloved classic rock anthem, often played on radio
stations and included in playlists, as well as being performed by Styx in their live shows.
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