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Understanding "Come Now is the Time to Worship"
Lyrics and Chords

Come now is the time to worship is a popular contemporary worship song written by Brian
Doerksen. It has become a staple in many churches and worship gatherings due to its simple yet
powerful message of invitation and surrender to God. The song encourages believers to come
together in worship, regardless of their circumstances or past, emphasizing that now is the perfect
time to turn our hearts to God. This article will explore the lyrics and chords of the song, its themes,
and how it can be utilized in worship settings.

The Themes Behind the Song

The song encapsulates several key themes that resonate deeply with the Christian faith:

1. Invitation to Worship: The song begins with a call to action, urging listeners to come and worship.
This invitation is universal, open to all, reflecting the inclusivity of God’s love.

2. Openness and Surrender: The lyrics reflect a posture of vulnerability and surrender, encouraging
worshippers to lay down their burdens and come before God honestly.

3. Unity in Worship: The song promotes gathering together, stressing the importance of community in
worship. It highlights that worship is not just an individual act but a collective experience.

4. Timeliness of Worship: The phrase "now is the time" emphasizes the urgency and importance of
worship in our daily lives, reminding us that there is no better moment than the present to connect
with God.

Lyrics Overview

The lyrics of "Come Now is the Time to Worship" are straightforward and repetitive, making it easy for
congregations to learn and sing along. Below is a summary of the song's lyrical structure:

- Verse 1: Introduces the invitation to worship, setting the tone for the rest of the song.
- Chorus: Reiterates the call to come and worship, emphasizing the collective nature of the act.
- Verse 2: Expands on the themes of surrender and openness.
- Chorus Repeats: Reinforces the main message of the song.

The simplicity of the lyrics allows for deep personal reflection and communal worship. The repetition
helps embed the message in the hearts of those singing.



Chords for "Come Now is the Time to Worship"

For musicians, the chords are crucial for performing the song effectively. The song is typically played
in a key that is accessible for both amateur and experienced musicians. Here’s a basic chord
progression for the song:

- Key of D:

- Verse:
- D A/C Bm
- Come, now is the time to worship
- G D/F A
- Come, now is the time to give your heart
- D A/C Bm
- Come, just as you are to worship
- G D/F A
- Come, just as you are before your God

- Chorus:
- D
- One day every tongue will confess you are God
- A
- One day every knee will bow
- Bm
- Still the greatest treasure remains for those
- G D/F A
- Who gladly choose you now

These chords provide a solid foundation for leading the song in a worship setting. Musicians can adapt
the key as necessary to fit the vocal range of the congregation.

How to Use the Song in Worship Settings

"Come Now is the Time to Worship" can be effectively integrated into various types of worship
services. Here are some suggestions:

1. Opening Worship: Use it at the beginning of a service to set a tone of worship and invite the
congregation to enter into a space of reverence.

2. Transition Between Songs: The song's gentle melody and inviting lyrics make it a suitable choice
for transitions between more energetic songs and quieter moments of reflection.

3. Personal Reflection: Incorporate it during times of prayer or personal reflection, allowing the
congregation to meditate on the lyrics and their meaning.

4. Special Events: This song can be used during special church events, such as baptisms or
communion, to focus the congregation’s hearts on God.



Tips for Leading the Song

When leading "Come Now is the Time to Worship," consider the following tips to create an impactful
worship experience:

- Introduce the Song: Provide a brief introduction about the song’s themes and its purpose in worship.
This helps prepare the congregation for the message.

- Encourage Participation: Create an atmosphere where people feel comfortable joining in. Reassure
them that it’s okay to sing softly or reflectively if they are not familiar with the song.

- Use Dynamics: Pay attention to the dynamics of the song. Starting softly and gradually building can
create a powerful worship experience.

- Focus on Heart Posture: Encourage the congregation to focus not just on the lyrics but on their heart
posture. Remind them that worship is about connecting with God.

Conclusion

"Come Now is the Time to Worship" remains a beloved song in contemporary worship music, drawing
believers together in a shared experience of adoration and surrender to God. With its straightforward
lyrics and accessible chords, it serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of worship in our
lives. By incorporating this song into worship services, churches can foster a deeper connection
among congregants and with God, reinforcing the notion that now is indeed the perfect time to
worship. Whether you are a musician looking to lead the song or a worshipper seeking to engage in a
heartfelt response to God, "Come Now is the Time to Worship" offers a profound opportunity for
spiritual connection and community.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes expressed in the lyrics of 'Come
Now is the Time to Worship'?
The main themes include the call to worship, surrendering to God, and the invitation for all to come
together in reverence and praise.

Who is the original artist of 'Come Now is the Time to
Worship'?
The song was originally written and performed by Brian Doerksen.

What is the key signature commonly used for 'Come Now is



the Time to Worship'?
The song is often played in the key of D major.

Can you provide the basic chords for 'Come Now is the Time to
Worship'?
The basic chords are D, A, Bm, and G.

Is 'Come Now is the Time to Worship' suitable for
congregational singing?
Yes, it's widely used in churches for congregational worship due to its simple melody and meaningful
lyrics.

What kind of musical arrangement works best for 'Come Now
is the Time to Worship'?
A soft acoustic arrangement with piano and guitar works well, allowing for a reflective worship
atmosphere.

How has 'Come Now is the Time to Worship' been received in
modern worship settings?
It remains popular in modern worship settings due to its timeless message and accessibility for
singers.

Where can I find sheet music for 'Come Now is the Time to
Worship'?
Sheet music can be found on various music websites, worship resource platforms, and in church
hymnals.
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