
come blow your horn script
Come Blow Your Horn is a classic play written by Neil Simon, which marked his first foray into the
world of theater. Premiering on Broadway in 1961, the play is a humorous and poignant exploration of
familial relationships, personal identity, and the complexities of love and ambition. With its witty
dialogue and relatable characters, "Come Blow Your Horn" has become a staple in American theater.
This article delves into the themes, characters, and lasting impact of the play, providing a
comprehensive overview for theater enthusiasts and casual readers alike.

Overview of the Play

"Come Blow Your Horn" centers around the lives of two brothers, Alan and Buddy Baker, who have
contrasting personalities and lifestyles. Alan, the older brother, is a carefree bachelor who enjoys the
pleasures of life, while Buddy, the younger brother, is more serious and struggles with his own
identity and aspirations.

Plot Summary

The play is set in New York City and unfolds over a series of scenes in the Baker family apartment.
The narrative begins with Buddy, who has just moved out of his parents' home and into his brother's
apartment. As the story progresses, the audience is introduced to various characters, including their
parents and a few romantic interests, who all play pivotal roles in the brothers' lives.

Key plot points include:

1. Alan's carefree lifestyle: Alan embodies the quintessential playboy, engaging in numerous romantic
escapades and enjoying life without much responsibility.
2. Buddy's struggles: In stark contrast, Buddy is earnest and searching for direction. He grapples with
his feelings of inadequacy and a desire to find his own path in life.
3. Parental influence: The boys’ parents add a layer of complexity to the story, showcasing the
generational differences and expectations that shape their lives.
4. Romantic entanglements: Both brothers encounter romantic interests that challenge their views on
love, commitment, and personal growth.

The play balances humor with deeper emotional undertones, highlighting the characters’ journeys
toward self-discovery.

Themes

"Come Blow Your Horn" is rich in themes that resonate with audiences, making it a timeless piece.
Some of the most significant themes include:



1. The Complexity of Relationships

The play explores the intricacies of sibling relationships, particularly between Alan and Buddy. Their
contrasting lifestyles serve as a backdrop for understanding the dynamics of familial love,
competition, and support. The tension between the brothers illustrates how family can be both a
source of comfort and conflict.

2. The Search for Identity

Buddy’s struggle with his identity is a central theme of the play. As he navigates his brother's more
flamboyant lifestyle, he grapples with his self-worth and the expectations placed upon him. This
theme resonates with many individuals who find themselves at a crossroads in life, searching for their
own identity amidst societal pressures.

3. The Nature of Love and Commitment

Alan’s romantic escapades stand in stark contrast to Buddy’s more serious approach to relationships.
The play examines different forms of love, from casual flings to deeper emotional connections,
prompting the audience to reflect on the nature of commitment and the challenges it entails.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Come Blow Your Horn" are vividly drawn, each contributing to the play's
exploration of its central themes. Here’s a closer look at the main characters:

1. Alan Baker

Alan is the quintessential carefree bachelor, embodying the spirit of the 1960s. His charm and wit
make him a likable character, yet his reluctance to settle down raises questions about the true
meaning of happiness. Alan's journey throughout the play prompts audiences to consider the balance
between freedom and responsibility.

2. Buddy Baker

Buddy is the younger brother, characterized by his earnestness and desire for a meaningful life. His
struggles with self-doubt and identity make him a relatable figure for many. As he seeks validation
and purpose, Buddy's character arc serves as a poignant reminder of the challenges faced by young
adults.



3. The Parents

The Baker parents, particularly their mother, add depth to the narrative. Their perspectives on love,
marriage, and family dynamics provide insight into the upbringing of Alan and Buddy, further
enriching the play’s exploration of generational differences.

4. Romantic Interests

The romantic interests of both brothers serve as critical catalysts for their development. Each woman
they encounter challenges their views on relationships, pushing them to confront their fears and
insecurities.

Impact and Legacy

Since its premiere, "Come Blow Your Horn" has had a lasting impact on American theater. Neil
Simon’s writing style, characterized by its sharp wit and relatable characters, paved the way for
future comedies. The play has been revived numerous times, showcasing its enduring appeal.

1. Neil Simon's Influence

Neil Simon is regarded as one of the most significant playwrights of the 20th century. His ability to
blend humor with poignant moments has influenced countless writers and playwrights. "Come Blow
Your Horn" set the stage for Simon's later successes, including works like "The Odd Couple" and
"Brighton Beach Memoirs."

2. Cultural Relevance

The themes of familial relationships, personal identity, and the complexities of love remain relevant
today. The play resonates with audiences across generations, prompting reflections on the challenges
of growing up and finding one’s place in the world.

3. Adaptations and Revivals

"Come Blow Your Horn" has been adapted for television and has seen numerous revivals in theaters
across the country. Each interpretation brings new life to the characters and themes, illustrating the
play's versatility and continued relevance.



Conclusion

In conclusion, "Come Blow Your Horn" is a masterful exploration of the human experience, weaving
together themes of love, identity, and family dynamics with humor and heart. Neil Simon's ability to
capture the complexities of life makes this play a timeless piece that continues to resonate with
audiences today. Through the characters of Alan and Buddy Baker, the play invites us to reflect on
our own lives, relationships, and the pursuit of happiness. Whether experienced on stage or through
its printed script, "Come Blow Your Horn" remains a cherished work in the landscape of American
theater.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Come Blow Your Horn' about?
'Come Blow Your Horn' is a comedy play written by Neil Simon that revolves around the lives of two
brothers, one who is a carefree bachelor and the other who is more serious and reserved. The play
explores themes of love, family dynamics, and the pursuit of happiness.

Who are the main characters in 'Come Blow Your Horn'?
The main characters include Alan Baker, a charming and carefree bachelor; his older brother, Buddy
Baker, who is more responsible; and a variety of women who become entangled in their lives,
including their romantic interests.

When was 'Come Blow Your Horn' first performed?
'Come Blow Your Horn' premiered on Broadway in 1961, marking Neil Simon's first successful play
and establishing him as a prominent playwright.

What is the significance of the title 'Come Blow Your Horn'?
The title 'Come Blow Your Horn' is a metaphor for living life to the fullest and embracing one's desires
and ambitions. It reflects the characters' journeys of self-discovery and the pursuit of joy.

Has 'Come Blow Your Horn' been adapted into any films?
Yes, 'Come Blow Your Horn' was adapted into a film in 1963, directed by Bud Yorkin and starring
Frank Sinatra as Alan Baker.

What are some notable themes in 'Come Blow Your Horn'?
Key themes in 'Come Blow Your Horn' include the contrast between freedom and responsibility, the
search for love and acceptance, and the complexities of brotherly relationships.



What is the style of humor used in 'Come Blow Your Horn'?
The play employs Neil Simon's signature blend of witty dialogue, situational comedy, and character-
driven humor, often highlighting the absurdities of everyday life.

Are there any notable productions of 'Come Blow Your Horn'?
Over the years, 'Come Blow Your Horn' has seen various notable productions, including revivals on
Broadway and regional theaters, showcasing its enduring appeal and relevance.

What can audiences learn from 'Come Blow Your Horn'?
Audiences can learn about the importance of balancing personal desires with responsibilities, the
value of family connections, and the joy of embracing life's unpredictability.
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