COLORADO SPRINGS INDEPENDENT VOTER GUIDE 2023

COLORADO SPRINGS INDEPENDENT VOTER GUIDE 2023 IS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR VOTERS LOOKING TO NAVIGATE THE
COMPLEX LANDSCAPE OF THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS. AS WE APPROACH THE CRITICAL VOTING SEASON, IT IS VITAL TO
UNDERSTAND THE CANDIDATES, ISSUES, AND OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION THAT CAN HELP INFORM YOUR DECISIONS. THIS
GUIDE WILL BREAK DOWN EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT INDEPENDENT VOTING IN COLORADO SPRINGS FOR THE YEAR
2023/ INCLUDING REGISTRATION DETAILSI AN OVERVIEW OF THE CANDIDATES, KEY ISSUES ON THE BALLOT, AND TIPS FOR
MAKING YOUR VOTE COUNT.

UNDERSTANDING INDEPENDENT VOTERS IN COLORADO SPRINGS

INDEPENDENT VOTERS ARE THOSE WHO DO NOT ALIGN THEMSELVES WITH ANY SPECIFIC POLITICAL PARTY. IN COLORADO,
INDEPENDENT VOTERS CAN PARTICIPATE IN PRIMARY ELECTIONS WHEN A POLITICAL PARTY ALLOWS THEM TO DO SO. THIS
FLEXIBILITY MAKES INDEPENDENT VOTERS A SIGNIFICANT DEMOGRAPHIC, PARTICULARLY IN SWING AREAS LIKE COLORADO
SPRINGS.

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS FOR INDEPENDENT VOTERS

To VOTE AS AN INDEPENDENT IN COLORADO SPRINGS, YOU MUST FIRST REGISTER TO VOTE. HERE ARE THE KEY STEPS AND
REQUIREMENTS!

1. ELiGIBILITY: You MUST BE A U.S. CITIZEN, A RESIDENT OF COLORADO, AND AT LEAST 18 YEARS OLD BY ELECTION DAY.
2. REGISTRATION METHODS:

- ONLINE: VISIT THE COLORADO SECRETARY OF STATE’S WEBSITE TO REGISTER ONLINE.

- By MAIL: DOWNLOAD AND COMPLETE THE REGISTRATION FORM, THEN MAIL IT TO YOUR LOCAL ELECTION OFFICE.

- IN-PERSON: YOU CAN REGISTER AT YOUR LOCAL ELECTION OFFICE OR DESIGNATED LOCATIONS.

3. DEADLINES: ENSURE YOU REGISTER BEFORE THE DEADLINES:

- ONLINE AND BY MAIL: TYPICALLY CLOSES 8 DAYS BEFORE THE ELECTION.

- IN-PERSON: YOU CAN REGISTER UP TO AND INCLUDING ELECTION DAY.

Key CANDIDATES FOR 2023

AS YOU PREPARE FOR THE ELECTIONS, FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH THE CANDIDATES RUNNING IN BOTH LOCAL AND STATE
ELECTIONS. HERE’S A QUICK OVERVIEW OF SOME KEY RACES IN COLORADO SPRINGS.

LocAL ELECTIONS

1. MAYOR: THE RACE FOR MAYOR IS OFTEN THE MOST COMPETITIVE AND VISIBLE IN LOCAL ELECTIONS. CANDIDATES TYPICALLY
INCLUDE!:

- CANDIDATE A: AN INCUMBENT KNOWN FOR INITIATIVES ON PUBLIC SAFETY AND INFRASTRUCTURE.

- CANDIDATE B: A NEWCOMER WITH A FOCUS ON ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT.

2. City CoUNCIL: VARIOUS SEATS ON THE CITY COUNCIL WILL BE UP FOR GRABS. |T'S ESSENTIAL TO LOOK AT:
- INCUMBENTS: THEIR TRACK RECORD AND POSITIONS ON LOCAL ISSUES.
- CHALLENGERS: NEW IDEAS AND PROPOSALS THEY BRING FORW ARD.



STATE ELECTIONS

IN ADDITION TO LOCAL ELECTIONS, SEVERAL STATE-LEVEL POSITIONS AND BALLOT MEASURES WILL ALSO IMPACT CoLorADO
SPRINGS RESIDENTS. SIGNIFICANT RACES INCLUDE:

1. STATE SENATE: CANDIDATES MAY INCLUDE:
- CANDIDATE C: RUNNING ON A PLATFORM OF HEALTHCARE REFORM.

- CANDIDATE D: ADVOCATING FOR EDUCATIONAL FUNDING.

2. STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: LOOK FOR CANDIDATES WHO ADDRESS LOCAL CONCERNS SUCH AS HOUSING AND JOB
CREATION.

Key ISSUES ON THE BALLOT

IN 2023, SEVERAL CRITICAL ISSUES WILL BE ON THE BALLOT THAT COULD SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECT COLORADO SPRINGS AND ITS
RESIDENTS. UNDERSTANDING THESE ISSUES WILL HELP YOU MAKE AN INFORMED DECISION.

1. HOUSING AFFORDABILITY

THE ISSUE OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING CONTINUES TO BE A PRESSING CONCERN IN COLORADO SPRINGS. LOOK FOR CANDIDATES
WHO PROPOSE VIABLE SOLUTIONS, SUCH AS:

- INCREASING FUNDING FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECTS.
- IMPLEMENTING ZONING REFORMS TO ALLOW FOR MORE DIVERSE HOUSING OPTIONS.

2. PusLic SAFETY AND CRIME RATES

W/ ITH RISING CONCERNS OVER CRIME RATES, PUBLIC SAFETY INITIATIVES ARE LIKELY TO BE A FOCAL POINT IN THE ELECTIONS.
CANDIDATES MAY PROPOSE:

- INCREASED FUNDING FOR POLICE DEPARTMENTS AND COMMUNITY POLICING PROGRAMS.
- MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES AND REHABILITATION PROGRAMS FOR OFFENDERS.

3. ENVIRONMENTAL PoLICIES

AS CLIMATE CHANGE BECOMES AN INCREASINGLY URGENT ISSUE, CANDIDATES” POSITIONS ON ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES WILL BE
VITAL. LOOK FOR DISCUSSIONS ABOUT:

- RENEWABLE ENERGY INITIATIVES.
- LOCAL CONSERVATION EFFORTS AND WATER MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES.

VOoTING MeTHODS IN COLORADO SPRINGS

ONCE YOU HAVE MADE YOUR CHOICES, IT’S CRUCIAL TO KNOW HOW TO CAST YOUR VOTE. COLORADO OFFERS SEVERAL
CONVENIENT OPTIONS FOR VOTERS, ENSURING EVERYONE HAS ACCESS TO THE POLLS.



1. MAIL-IN VOTING

COLORADO IS KNOWN FOR ITS MAIL-IN VOTING SYSTEM, WHICH ALLOWS VOTERS TO RECEIVE A BALLOT BY MAIL AND RETURN
IT EITHER BY MAIL OR AT DESIGNATED DROP-OFF LOCATIONS. HERE’S WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

- BALLOT DELIVERY: BALLOTS ARE TYPICALLY MAILED OUT A FEW WEEKS BEFORE ELECTION DAY.
- RETURNING BALLOTS: ENSURE YOUR BALLOT IS POSTMARKED BY ELECTION DAY OR DROPPED OFF AT A SECURE LOCATION BY
7 P.M. ON ELECTION DAY.

2. IN-PersoN VoOTING

IF YOU PREFER TO VOTE IN PERSON, YOU CAN DO SO ON ELECTION DAY AT YOUR DESIGNATED POLLING PLACE. CoLorADO
SPRINGS ALSO OFFERS EARLY VOTING OPTIONS. KEY POINTS INCLUDE:

- EARLY VOTING: AVAILABLE AT SELECT LOCATIONS FOR A SET PERIOD LEADING UP TO ELECTION DAY.
- PoLLING LocATIONS: CHECK ONLINE FOR YOUR SPECIFIC POLLING LOCATION BASED ON YOUR REGISTERED ADDRESS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

1. CAN INDEPENDENT VOTERS PARTICIPATE IN PRIMARY ELECTIONS?

YES, INDEPENDENT VOTERS CAN PARTICIPATE IN PRIMARY ELECTIONS IN COLORADO, BUT ONLY IF THE POLITICAL PARTY ALLOWS
IT. YOU MAY NEED TO DECLARE YOUR CHOICE OF PARTY AT THE TIME OF VOTING.

2. How CAN | STAY INFORMED ABOUT CANDIDATES AND ISSUES?

CONSIDER ATTENDING LOCAL CANDIDATE FORUMS, REVIEWING VOTING GUIDES, AND CHECKING OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN WEBSITES.
LOCAL NEWS OUTLETS OFTEN PROVIDE COMPREHENSIVE ELECTION COVERAGE AS WELL.

3. WHAT SHoULD | DO IF | ENCOUNTER PROBLEMS ON ELECTION DAY?

IF YOU ENCOUNTER ISSUES, SUCH AS BEING TURNED AWAY AT THE POLLS, CONTACT THE ELECTION PROTECTION HOTLINE AT
1-866-OUR-VOTE FOR ASSISTANCE.

CoNCLUSION

THe COLORADO SPRINGS INDEPENDENT VOTER GUIDE 2023 SERVES AS A VITAL TOOL FOR RESIDENTS LOOKING TO MAKE
INFORMED DECISIONS IN THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS. BY UNDERSTANDING THE CANDIDATES/ KEY ISSUES/ AND VOTING METHODSI
INDEPENDENT VOTERS CAN PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SHAPING THEIR COMMUNITY. BE SURE TO REGISTER, EDUCATE YOURSELF, AND
PARTICIPATE ACTIVELY IN THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS THIS ELECTION SEASON. YOUR VOTE MATTERS!



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE COLORADO SPRINGS INDEPENDENT VOTER GUIDE
2023?

THe CoLORADO SPRINGS INDEPENDENT VOTER GUIDE 2023 AIMS TO INFORM VOTERS ABOUT LOCAL CANDIDATES, BALLOT
MEASURES, AND KEY ISSUES IN THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS, PROVIDING UNBIASED INFORMATION TO HELP THEM MAKE INFORMED
DECISIONS.

How cAN | Access THE COLORADO SPRINGS INDEPENDENT VOTER GUIDE 2023°

THe CoLORADO SPRINGS INDEPENDENT VOTER GUIDE 2023 CAN TYPICALLY BE ACCESSED ONLINE THROUGH THE OFFICIAL
WEBSITE OF THE COLORADO SPRINGS INDEPENDENT OR THROUGH LOCAL ELECTION OFFICES, WHERE PRINTED COPIES MAY ALSO BE
AV AILABLE.

WHAT TYPES OF INFORMATION ARE INCLUDED IN THE VOTER GUIDE?

THE VOTER GUIDE INCLUDES DETAILED PROFILES OF CANDIDATES RUNNING FOR OFFICE, SUMMARIES OF BALLOT MEASURES, VOTING
RECORDS, ENDORSEMENTS, AND COMMUNITY ISSUES RELEVANT TO THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS IN COLORADO SPRINGS.

ARE THERE ANY NONPARTISAN ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED IN CREATING THE COLORADO
SPRINGS INDEPENDENT VOTER GUIDE 2023°

YES, THE COLORADO SPRINGS INDEPENDENT OFTEN COLLABORATES WITH NONPARTISAN ORGANIZATIONS AND LOCAL CIVIC
GROUPS TO ENSURE THAT THE INFORMATION PRESENTED IN THE VOTER GUIDE IS BALANCED AND IMPARTIAL.

WHEN WILL THE COLORADO SPRINGS INDEPENDENT VOTER GUIDE 2023 BE RELEASED?

THe CoLORADO SPRINGS INDEPENDENT VOTER GUIDE 2023 IS USUALLY RELEASED A FEW WEEKS PRIOR TO THE ELECTION DATE,
ALLOWING VOTERS AMPLE TIME TO REVIEW THE INFORMATION BEFORE CASTING THEIR BALLOTS.

CAN | FIND INFORMATION ABOUT LOCAL PROPOSITIONS IN THE COLORADO SPRINGS
INDEPENDENT VOTER GUIDE 2023?

YES/ THE GUIDE PROVIDES COMPREHENSIVE DETAILS ON LOCAL PROPOSITIONS, INCLUDING EXPLANATIONS OF EACH MEASURE, ITS
POTENTIAL IMPACT, AND ARGUMENTS FOR AND AGAINST, HELPING VOTERS UNDERSTAND THE IMPLICATIONS OF THEIR CHOICES.
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