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Colon Classification is a significant contribution to the field of library science, particularly designed
to organize and categorize information in a systematic and efficient manner. Developed by Dr. S.R.
Ranganathan, a pioneering figure in library and information science, the Colon Classification (CC)
system has undergone various revisions since its inception. The 6th edition, published in 2006, is a
notable update that reflects the evolution of library practices and the need for a more flexible and
comprehensive approach to classification. This article delves into the basic classification principles of
the 6th edition of Colon Classification, emphasizing its structure, features, and implications for library
science.

Overview of Colon Classification

The Colon Classification system is a unique bibliographic classification system devised by
Ranganathan in the early 20th century. It is distinguished by its use of a syntactical approach,
allowing for the classification of documents based on the relationships between different subjects. The
flexibility of the system makes it suitable for a wide range of educational, research, and information
management contexts.

Historical Context

Ranganathan introduced the Colon Classification in 1933, aiming to address the limitations of existing
classification systems such as Dewey Decimal Classification and Library of Congress Classification.
Over the years, the system has evolved, with each edition refining its principles and adapting to the
changing landscape of information organization.

Key Features of the 6th Edition

The 6th edition of Colon Classification, published in 2006, introduced several key features that
enhance its functionality and usability. Some of these important features include:

Faceted Approach: The 6th edition emphasizes a faceted classification system, allowing for
the combination of various attributes to create a more comprehensive representation of
subjects.

Use of Colons: The use of colons in the classification numbers facilitates the representation of
relationships among different subjects, creating a hierarchical structure that is easy to
understand.



Dynamic Structure: The system is designed to accommodate new subjects and concepts,
ensuring that it remains relevant and adaptable to the changing needs of information
organization.

Notation System: The 6th edition introduces a more refined notation system, enhancing the
clarity and precision of classification numbers.

Basic Classification Principles

The Colon Classification system is based on five fundamental categories known as the "Five Laws of
Library Science." These laws serve as the guiding principles for all aspects of library practice,
including classification:

Books are for use: The primary purpose of books is to serve the needs of the users, and1.
classification should facilitate access to information.

Every reader his/her book: Each individual has unique information needs, and classification2.
should reflect this diversity.

Every book its reader: Classification should ensure that every book is discoverable by its3.
potential reader.

Save the time of the reader: An efficient classification system saves time by enabling quick4.
and easy access to information.

The library is a growing organism: Libraries evolve over time, and classification systems5.
must adapt to incorporate new materials and subjects.

Structure of Colon Classification

The structure of Colon Classification is designed to represent the complexity of subjects through a
systematic hierarchy. It includes several key components:

Fundamental Categories

The 6th edition identifies four fundamental categories that are used to classify subjects:

Personality: This category includes individuals or groups who are the subjects of the material.

Matter: This encompasses the content or the subject of the material.



Energy: This refers to the activities or processes related to the matter.

Space: This category represents the geographical or contextual aspects of the material.

Notation and Syntax

The notation system in the 6th edition employs colons to connect different facets of classification.
Each classification number is composed of multiple segments, each separated by a colon, which
allows for the representation of various attributes simultaneously. For instance, a classification
number might represent a specific subject, its author, and the type of material using a combination of
alphanumeric codes.

Applications of Colon Classification

Colon Classification is widely used in various libraries and information centers around the world. Its
applications include:

Library Cataloging

Many libraries utilize the Colon Classification system for cataloging their collections, enabling efficient
organization and retrieval of information. The system's flexibility allows libraries to adapt it to their
specific needs and user demographics.

Information Retrieval

With the rise of digital libraries and online databases, the principles of Colon Classification play a
crucial role in facilitating information retrieval. The system's hierarchical structure and faceted
approach enable users to locate relevant information quickly and efficiently.

Knowledge Organization

In addition to traditional library settings, Colon Classification is also applicable in various fields,
including education, research, and knowledge management. Organizations can utilize the system to
organize their internal knowledge bases, ensuring easy access to information for employees and
stakeholders.



Challenges and Criticisms

While the 6th edition of Colon Classification offers numerous advantages, it is not without its
challenges and criticisms. Some of the key concerns include:

Complexity: The faceted approach and notation system may be perceived as complex,
particularly for new users or those transitioning from other classification systems.

Training Requirements: Effective implementation of Colon Classification requires adequate
training for library staff, which can be resource-intensive.

Adaptability Issues: While the system is designed to be dynamic, some users may find it
challenging to adapt to its structure and principles.

Conclusion

The 6th edition of Colon Classification is a significant development in the field of library science,
reflecting the evolving needs of information organization and retrieval. By emphasizing a faceted
approach and a syntax-based notation system, Ranganathan's work continues to influence how
libraries and information centers classify and manage their collections. Despite facing challenges in
complexity and adaptability, the enduring principles of Colon Classification remain relevant in an era
where access to information is more critical than ever. As libraries continue to evolve, the
foundational concepts established by Ranganathan in the Colon Classification system will undoubtedly
play a vital role in shaping the future of information organization and dissemination.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the Colon Classification System
introduced by S.R. Ranganathan?
The Colon Classification System focuses on organizing knowledge into a hierarchical structure using a
combination of letters and numbers, allowing for a more flexible and dynamic classification scheme.

What are the key features of the 6th edition of the Colon
Classification?
The 6th edition includes updates to classification principles, improved notational systems, and
examples that reflect contemporary information needs, making it more applicable to modern library
systems.



How does the Colon Classification differ from traditional
classification systems?
Unlike traditional systems that often follow a rigid structure, Colon Classification employs a facet-
based approach, allowing for multiple categories to be combined and providing greater adaptability.

What are the main components of the Colon Classification
system?
The main components include facets (basic categories of knowledge), notation (symbols and numbers
for organization), and the colon (which separates different facets) to create a comprehensive
classification.

Who is S.R. Ranganathan, and why is he significant in library
science?
S.R. Ranganathan was an Indian librarian and educator, known as the father of library science in India,
whose contributions, particularly in classification systems, have significantly shaped modern
librarianship.

In what year was the 6th edition of the Colon Classification
published?
The 6th edition of the Colon Classification was published in 2006.

What types of libraries can benefit from using the Colon
Classification system?
Academic, research, special, and public libraries can all benefit from the Colon Classification system,
as it accommodates a wide range of subjects and facilitates efficient information retrieval.

Is the Colon Classification system still relevant in the digital
age?
Yes, the Colon Classification system remains relevant in the digital age as it offers a flexible
framework for organizing digital resources and adapting to the evolving landscape of information
management.
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