COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR UCLA

CoGNITIVE ScieNce MINoR UCLA OFFERS AN INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH TO UNDERSTANDING THE MIND AND BEHAVIOR,
MAKING IT AN ATTRACTIVE ACADEMIC PURSUIT FOR STUDENTS INTERESTED IN PSYCHOLOGY , NEUROSCIENCE, LINGUISTICS, AND
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE. THIS MINOR IS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH A SOLID FOUNDATION IN COGNITIVE SCIENCE,
EQUIPPING THEM WITH THE ANALYTICAL AND CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS NECESSARY TO EXPLORE COMPLEX MENTAL PROCESSES.
IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL EXPLORE THE STRUCTURE OF THE COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR AT UCLA/ ITS REQUIREMENTS, THE
COURSES AVAILABLE, AND THE POTENTIAL CAREER PATHS FOR GRADUATES.

OVErRVIEW OF COGNITIVE SCIENCE

COGNITIVE SCIENCE IS AN INTERDISCIPLINARY FIELD THAT STUDIES THE NATURE OF THE MIND AND ITS PROCESSES. |T DRAWS
FROM V ARIOUS DISCIPLINES, INCLUDING:

e PsycHoLoGY

o NEUROSCIENCE

COMPUTER SCIENCE

e LINGUISTICS

o PHILOSOPHY

THE FIELD AIMS TO UNDERSTAND HOW PEOPLE PERCEIVE, THINK, REMEMBER, AND LEARN. BY COMBINING THESE DIVERSE AREAS OF
STUDY, COGNITIVE SCIENCE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE FRAMEWORK FOR INVESTIGATING THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE HUMAN
MIND.

STRUCTURE OF THE COGNITIVE ScCIENCE MINor AT UCLA

THE COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR AT UCLA IS DESIGNED FOR UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS WHO WISH TO COMPLEMENT THEIR MAJOR
WITH A FOCUS ON COGNITIVE PROCESSES AND SYSTEMS. THE MINOR IS STRUCTURED TO PROVIDE A COHESIVE UNDERSTANDING
OF COGNITIVE SCIENCE PRINCIPLES AND METHODOLOGIES.

REQUIREMENTS

TO EARN A MINOR IN COGNITIVE SCIENCE, STUDENTS MUST COMPLETE A TOTAL OF 7 COURSES (A MINIMUM OF 28 UNITS) THAT
COVER CORE CONCEPTS, METHODOLOGIES, AND APPLICATIONS. THE REQUIREMENTS INCLUDE:

1. Core COURSES: STUDENTS MUST SELECT A FOUNDATIONAL COURSE FROM EACH OF THE FOLLOWING AREAS:
- PsycHoLoGY

- NEUROSCIENCE

- LiNnGuIsSTICS

- COMPUTER SCIENCE

2. ADDITIONAL COURSES: STUDENTS MUST COMPLETE ADDITIONAL COURSES FROM A LIST OF ELECTIVES THAT MAY INCLUDE
TOPICS SUCH AS:
- CoGNITIVE PsycHoLoGY



- ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
- LANGUAGE AND MIND
- PERCEPTION AND ACTION

3. UPPER-DIVISION UNITS: AT LEAST 20 OF THE REQUIRED UNITS MUST BE UPPER-DIVISION (300- or 400-LEVEL) COURSES.

4. GRADE REQUIREMENTS: STUDENTS MUST MAINTAIN A MINIMUM GPA oF 2.0 IN ALL COURSES APPLIED TO THE MINOR.

Core Course OPTIONS

THE CORE COURSES ARE ESSENTIAL FOR PROVIDING FOUNDATIONAL KNOWLEDGE IN COGNITIVE SCIENCE. HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLES
OF CORE COURSES THAT STUDENTS CAN CHOOSE FROM:

- PSYCH 100A: INTRODUCTION TO PSYCHOLOGY: THIS COURSE COVERS THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF PSYCHOLOGY,
INCLUDING COGNITION, EMOTION, AND BEHAVIOR.

- NEURO 100: INTRODUCTION TO NEUROSCIENCE: A SURVEY OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM, THIS COURSE EXAMINES THE
BIOLOGICAL BASIS OF BEHAVIOR AND COGNITION.

- LING T0O0: INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTICS: THIS COURSE EXPLORES THE NATURE OF HUMAN LANGUAGE, ITS STRUCTURE, AND
ITS COGNITIVE UNDERPINNINGS.

- CS 50: INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER SCIENCE: STUDENTS LEARN PROGRAMMING AND ALGORITHMIC THINKING, WHICH ARE
ESSENTIAL FOR MANY COGNITIVE SCIENCE APPLICATIONS.

ELecTive COURSES

IN ADDITION TO CORE COURSES, STUDENTS HAVE THE FLEXIBILITY TO CHOOSE FROM A VARIETY OF ELECTIVES THAT DELVE
DEEPER INTO SPECIFIC AREAS OF COGNITIVE SCIENCE. SOME POPULAR ELECTIVE COURSES INCLUDE:

- CoaNITIVE PsycHoLoGY (PSYCH 130): THIS COURSE EXAMINES MENTAL PROCESSES SUCH AS PERCEPTION, MEMORY, AND

DECISION-MAKING.

- ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (CS 188): A STUDY OF THE PRINCIPLES AND TECHNIQUES OF Al, INCLUDING MACHINE LEARNING AND
NATURAL LANGUAGE PROCESSING.

- PsycHoLINnGUIsTICS (LING 154): AN EXPLORATION OF THE INTERSECTION BETWEEN LANGUAGE AND COGNITIVE PROCESSES.

BeNEFITS OF A COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR

PURSUING A COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR CAN PROVIDE NUMEROUS BENEFITS FOR STUDENTS AT UCL A. HERE ARE SOME KEY
ADVANTAGES:

1. INTERDISCIPLINARY KNOWLEDGE: STUDENTS GAIN INSIGHTS FROM MULTIPLE DISCIPLINES, ENHANCING THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF
COMPLEX COGNITIVE PROCESSES.

2. SKILL DEVELOPMENT: THE MINOR FOSTERS CRITICAL THINKING, ANALYTICAL SKILLS, AND PROBLEM~SOLVING ABILITIES, WHICH
ARE ESSENTIAL IN VARIOUS FIELDS.

3. PREPARATION FOR GRADUATE STUDIES: FOR STUDENTS CONSIDERING ADVANCED DEGREES IN PSYCHOLOGY, NEUROSCIENCE, OR
RELATED FIELDS, A MINOR IN COGNITIVE SCIENCE PROVIDES A STRONG FOUNDATION.

4. CAREER OPPORTUNITIES: THE SKILLS ACQUIRED THROUGH THIS MINOR CAN OPEN DOORS TO VARIOUS CAREER PATHS IN
EDUCATION, RESEARCH, TECHNOLOGY , AND HEALTHCARE.

CAREER PATHS FOR COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINORS

GRADUATES WITH A COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR FROM UCL A HAVE A WIDE RANGE OF CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE TO



THEM. SOME POTENTIAL CAREER PATHS INCLUDE:

1. RESEARCH ASSISTANT: MANY GRADUATES WORK AS RESEARCH ASSISTANTS IN PSYCHOLOGY OR NEUROSCIENCE LABS,
GAINING HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE IN CONDUCTING STUDIES AND ANALYZING DATA.

2. User Experience (UX) DESIGNER: \W/ITH KNOWLEDGE OF COGNITIVE PROCESSES, GRADUATES CAN CONTRIBUTE TO DESIGNING
USER-FRIENDLY INTERFACES AND IMPROVING USER EXPERIENCES IN TECHNOLOGY.

3. DATA ANALYST: SKILLS IN CRITICAL THINKING AND NUMERICAL ANALYSIS PREPARE GRADUATES FOR ROLES IN DATA
ANALYSIS, WHERE THEY CAN INTERPRET COMPLEX DATA SETS TO INFORM BUSINESS DECISIONS.

4. EDUCATION SPECIALIST: GRADUATES CAN WORK IN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS, DEVELOPING CURRICULA OR TEACHING
STRATEGIES INFORMED BY COGNITIVE SCIENCE PRINCIPLES.

5. HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL: SOME GRADUATES PURSUE CAREERS IN HEALTHCARE, FOCUSING ON MENTAL HEALTH OR
REHABILITATION, WHERE AN UNDERSTANDING OF COGNITION IS CRUCIAL.

CoNcLUSION

THe CoGNITIVE ScieNcE MINOR UCLA PROVIDES AN ENRICHING ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE FOR STUDENTS SEEKING TO EXPLORE THE
INTRICACIES OF THE MIND AND BEHAVIOR. BY INTEGRATING KNOWLEDGE FROM VARIOUS DISCIPLINES, THE MINOR EQUIPS STUDENTS
WITH VALUABLE SKILLS AND INSIGHTS APPLICABLE TO A WIDE RANGE OF CAREERS. W/HETHER STUDENTS AIM TO PURSUE
GRADUATE STUDIES OR ENTER THE W ORKFORCE DIRECTLYI THE COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR SERVES AS A POWERFUL COMPLEMENT
TO THEIR UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION, PREPARING THEM FOR THE CHALLENGES OF AN INCREASINGLY COMPLEX WORLD. W/ITH ITS
INTERDISCIPLINARY FOCUS AND DIVERSE COURSE OFFERINGS, THE COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR IS AN EXCELLENT CHOICE FOR THOSE
PASSIONATE ABOUT UNDERSTANDING THE HUMAN MIND.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE FOCUS OF THE COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR AT UCLA?

THE COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR AT UCL A FOCUSES ON THE INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDY OF THE MIND AND ITS PROCESSES,
INTEGRATING PSYCHOLOGY, NEUROSCIENCE, LINGUISTICS, COMPUTER SCIENCE, AND PHILOSOPHY.

WHAT ARE THE PREREQUISITES FOR ENROLLING IN THE COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR AT
UCLA?

STUDENTS TYPICALLY NEED TO COMPLETE INTRODUCTORY COURSES IN PSYCHOLOGY AND A FOUNDATIONAL COURSE IN
COGNITIVE SCIENCE OR RELATED FIELDS BEFORE DECLARING THE MINOR.

How MANY UNITS ARE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE THE COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR AT
UCLA?

TO COMPLETE THE COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR AT UCLA, STUDENTS MUST ACCUMULATE A MINIMUM OF 24 UNITS FROM
DESIGNATED COURSES IN THE PROGRAM.

CAN STUDENTS FROM ANY MAJOR AT UCL A PURSUE A COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR?

YES, THE COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR IS OPEN TO STUDENTS FROM ALL MAJORS AT UCLA, ALLOWING FOR A DIVERSE RANGE OF
ACADEMIC BACKGROUNDS.

\WHAT CAREER PATHS CAN A COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR FROM UCL A PREPARE



STUDENTS FOR?

A COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR CAN PREPARE STUDENTS FOR CAREERS IN FIELDS SUCH AS ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, HUMAN-
COMPUTER INTERACTION, HEALTHCARE, EDUCATION, AND RESEARCH.

ARE THERE ANY RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE FOR COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINORS
AT UCLA?

YES, STUDENTS PURSUING A COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR AT UCL A OFTEN HAVE ACCESS TO VARIOUS RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES
THROUGH FACULTY LABS AND INTERDISCIPLINARY PROJECTS.

WHAT TYPES OF COURSES ARE INCLUDED IN THE COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR CURRICULUM
AT UCLA?

THE CURRICULUM INCLUDES COURSES SUCH AS COGNITIVE PSYCHOLOGY, NEURAL BASES OF COGNITION, ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE, LANGUAGE AND COGNITION, AND PHILOSOPHY OF MIND.

How DOES THE COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR AT UCL A COMPLEMENT OTHER FIELDS OF
STUDY?

THE COGNITIVE SCIENCE MINOR COMPLEMENTS OTHER FIELDS BY PROVIDING INSIGHTS INTO HUMAN BEHAVIOR AND COGNITION,
ENHANCING SKILLS IN CRITICAL THINKING, PROBLEM~-SOLVING, AND DATA ANALYSIS RELEVANT TO DIVERSE DISCIPLINES.
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