
cna state exam passing score pa
CNA state exam passing score PA is a crucial topic for aspiring Certified Nursing
Assistants (CNAs) in Pennsylvania. Understanding the requirements and the structure of the
state exam is vital for anyone looking to embark on a rewarding career in healthcare. This
article will provide a comprehensive overview of the CNA state exam, including the passing
scores, exam structure, preparation tips, and additional resources.

Understanding the CNA State Exam in
Pennsylvania

The CNA state exam in Pennsylvania is designed to evaluate the skills and knowledge of
individuals seeking to work as nursing assistants. The exam is administered by the
Pennsylvania Department of Health and is required for certification. The exam consists of
two parts: a written (or oral) test and a skills demonstration.

Structure of the CNA State Exam

1. Written Test:
- The written exam typically contains 60 multiple-choice questions.
- It covers various topics, including basic nursing skills, infection control, patient rights, and
communication.

2. Skills Demonstration:
- Candidates are required to perform a series of hands-on tasks that test their practical
nursing skills.
- Skills assessed may include, but are not limited to, handwashing, taking vital signs, and
assisting with personal care.

Passing Scores for the CNA State Exam in
Pennsylvania

To successfully obtain certification as a CNA in Pennsylvania, candidates must meet the
required passing scores for both the written test and the skills demonstration.

Written Test Passing Score

The passing score for the written portion of the CNA state exam in Pennsylvania is typically
set at 75%. This means that candidates must answer at least 45 out of 60 questions
correctly to pass.



Skills Demonstration Passing Criteria

The skills demonstration portion does not have a specific numerical score but is assessed
based on the candidate's ability to perform each skill competently. Candidates must
successfully complete all required skills to pass this section. Failing to perform a single skill
correctly may result in an overall failure of the exam.

Preparation for the CNA State Exam

Preparing for the CNA state exam is essential for success. Candidates should take a
structured approach to studying and practice.

Study Resources

1. CNA Training Programs:
- Enroll in a state-approved CNA training program that includes both classroom instruction
and hands-on clinical experience.
- These programs often provide study guides and materials tailored to the state exam.

2. Practice Tests:
- Utilize practice exams to familiarize yourself with the format and types of questions that
will appear on the written test.
- Many online resources and study guides offer practice questions.

3. Skill Practice:
- Regularly practice the required skills with a partner or in a controlled environment to build
confidence and proficiency.
- Pay attention to the specific steps involved in each skill, as the exam evaluators will be
looking for correct procedures.

Common Challenges and Solutions

While preparing for the CNA state exam, candidates may encounter various challenges.
Here are some common issues and suggested solutions:

Test Anxiety

- Challenge: Many candidates experience anxiety before or during the exam, which can
hinder performance.
- Solution: Engage in relaxation techniques such as deep breathing and visualization.
Practice mock exams in a timed setting to simulate the test environment.



Time Management

- Challenge: Managing time effectively during the exam can be difficult, especially for the
written test.
- Solution: Develop a pacing strategy by practicing timed tests. Allocate a specific amount
of time to each question and stick to that limit.

Understanding the Skills Assessment

- Challenge: Some candidates may struggle with certain skills during the practical
demonstration.
- Solution: Identify areas of weakness and seek additional practice. Consider working with
an instructor or experienced CNA to gain insights.

After the CNA State Exam

After completing the CNA state exam, candidates will receive their results. If the candidate
passes both the written and skills portions, they will receive certification and be eligible to
work as a CNA in Pennsylvania.

What to Do If You Fail

If a candidate does not pass the exam, they can retake it. Here are the steps to follow:

1. Review Results: Understand which areas were failed and focus on those for
improvement.
2. Retake the Exam: Candidates can retake the written or skills portion of the exam after a
waiting period, which is typically around 30 days.
3. Continue Preparation: Utilize additional resources and practice to enhance skills and
knowledge before retaking the exam.

Conclusion

Achieving a passing score on the CNA state exam in Pennsylvania is a significant step
toward a fulfilling career in healthcare. By understanding the structure of the exam, the
required passing scores, and effective preparation strategies, candidates can enhance their
chances of success. With dedication and the right resources, aspiring CNAs can confidently
approach the exam and take the first step toward making a difference in the lives of
patients.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the passing score for the CNA state exam in
Pennsylvania?
The passing score for the CNA state exam in Pennsylvania is typically 75%.

How many questions are on the CNA state exam in PA?
The CNA state exam in Pennsylvania consists of a written test with 60 multiple-choice
questions.

What happens if I don't pass the CNA state exam in PA?
If you do not pass the CNA state exam in Pennsylvania, you can retake the exam after a
waiting period, typically within 24 hours for the written portion.

Is there a time limit for the CNA state exam in
Pennsylvania?
Yes, candidates are generally given 90 minutes to complete the written portion of the CNA
state exam in Pennsylvania.

Are there any resources available to help prepare for
the CNA state exam in PA?
Yes, there are various study guides, practice tests, and CNA training programs available to
help candidates prepare for the CNA state exam in Pennsylvania.

Can I take the CNA state exam in Pennsylvania online?
No, the CNA state exam in Pennsylvania must be taken in person; however, some
preparatory courses may offer online components.

What topics are covered in the CNA state exam in PA?
The CNA state exam in Pennsylvania covers topics such as basic nursing skills, patient care,
infection control, and communication.

How soon will I receive my CNA state exam results in
Pennsylvania?
Candidates usually receive their CNA state exam results within a few days to a couple of
weeks after completing the exam in Pennsylvania.
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