
clive barker the great and secret show

clive barker the great and secret show stands as one of the most acclaimed works by the renowned

British author Clive Barker. This novel blends elements of horror, fantasy, and supernatural thriller into

a compelling narrative that has captivated readers across the globe. Known for his vivid imagination

and rich storytelling, Barker weaves a complex tale involving parallel universes, ancient powers, and a

secret war that could change the fate of humanity. In this article, the exploration of the novel's plot,

characters, themes, and impact on the genre will be discussed in detail. Additionally, insights into

Barker’s creative process and the significance of the book within his broader bibliography will be

provided. This comprehensive overview aims to deliver an authoritative understanding of Clive Barker’s

The Great and Secret Show for both new readers and longtime fans alike. Below is the table of

contents outlining the key sections covered in this article.

Overview of Clive Barker’s The Great and Secret Show

Plot Summary and Key Events

Major Characters and Their Roles

Themes and Symbolism

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Reception and Legacy

Influence on Horror and Fantasy Genres



Overview of Clive Barker’s The Great and Secret Show

Clive Barker’s The Great and Secret Show is a seminal work that merges horror and fantasy to

explore metaphysical concepts and cosmic conflicts. Originally published in 1989, it marked Barker’s

first foray into a series set within the expansive mythos of the “Books of the Art.” The novel introduces

readers to a hidden world beneath the surface of reality where powerful forces vie for control over the

multiverse. Barker’s intricate world-building and imaginative vision distinguish this novel as a

cornerstone of speculative fiction. Its blend of dark fantasy and supernatural horror appeals to readers

interested in richly detailed universes and complex character dynamics. The Great and Secret Show is

often praised for its ambitious scope and philosophical undertones, setting it apart from conventional

genre fare.

Plot Summary and Key Events

The narrative centers on two men, Fletcher and Jaffe, whose rivalry spans dimensions and time. Their

conflict revolves around the “Art,” a mysterious and potent force that governs reality itself. Fletcher, a

scholar and mystic, seeks to preserve the balance of the multiverse, while Jaffe, a malevolent and

power-hungry figure, aims to harness the Art for his own destructive ends. The story unfolds through a

series of dramatic events, including the awakening of ancient entities and a secret war fought in both

the earthly and spiritual realms. The novel’s plot is layered with twists and revelations that deepen the

stakes as the characters confront their destinies. Key events include:

The discovery of the Art’s true nature and potential

The formation of alliances and betrayals among powerful beings

The climactic battles that determine the fate of multiple realities

The personal transformations of central characters as they grapple with power and morality



These plot developments contribute to the novel’s dynamic pacing and immersive storytelling.

Major Characters and Their Roles

The Great and Secret Show features a cast of richly developed characters whose interactions drive the

narrative forward. Understanding these characters is essential to appreciating the novel’s complexity

and depth.

Fletcher

Fletcher serves as the protagonist and represents wisdom, balance, and the protective aspect of the

Art. His role as a guardian of the multiverse positions him in direct opposition to Jaffe’s destructive

ambitions.

Jaffe

Jaffe is the antagonist, embodying chaos, ambition, and the corrupting influence of unchecked power.

His relentless pursuit of the Art’s mastery creates the central conflict of the story.

Supporting Characters

Several other figures support or challenge Fletcher and Jaffe, including mystical beings, humans with

special abilities, and ancient entities. These characters add layers of intrigue and complexity to the

plot.

Detective Harry D’Amour — a recurring Barker character who provides a grounded perspective

Rashid — a mysterious guide with knowledge of the Art



Cameo appearances from otherworldly creatures that enrich the novel’s mythos

Themes and Symbolism

The Great and Secret Show explores a variety of profound themes that resonate throughout the

narrative. Barker uses symbolism extensively to enrich the story’s meaning and emotional impact.

The Nature of Good and Evil

The novel delves into the fluid boundaries between good and evil, highlighting how power can corrupt

or redeem depending on its wielder. Fletcher and Jaffe serve as dualistic representations of these

forces.

The Multiverse and Reality

Barker presents reality as a multilayered construct where different dimensions intersect. The Art

symbolizes control over this reality, raising questions about fate, free will, and the nature of existence.

Transformation and Identity

Characters undergo significant transformations, both physical and spiritual, symbolizing the struggle for

self-understanding and the consequences of wielding immense power.

Exploration of metaphysical concepts

Conflict between chaos and order



The cyclical nature of creation and destruction

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Clive Barker employs a distinctive literary style in The Great and Secret Show that combines vivid

imagery, poetic language, and intricate plotting. His narrative techniques enhance the immersive

experience and deepen thematic complexity.

Descriptive Imagery

Barker’s use of rich, evocative descriptions brings the novel’s fantastical settings and characters to life.

This imagery often blurs the line between beauty and horror, creating a unique atmosphere.

Multiple Perspectives

The story is told from various viewpoints, allowing readers to understand the motivations and inner

conflicts of key characters. This multifaceted approach adds depth and tension to the plot.

Symbolic Language

Symbolism permeates the narrative, with many objects, events, and characters serving as metaphors

for larger philosophical ideas. This technique invites readers to engage in interpretive analysis.

Reception and Legacy

Since its publication, Clive Barker’s The Great and Secret Show has received critical acclaim for its

originality, scope, and literary merit. It has garnered a dedicated fan base and influenced numerous



authors in the horror and fantasy genres.

Critical Reception

Reviewers have praised the novel’s ambitious narrative and the complexity of its characters. It is often

cited as a landmark work in Barker’s career and a prime example of dark fantasy literature.

Influence on Popular Culture

The novel’s themes and stylistic elements have inspired adaptations and homages in various media,

including graphic novels and audio dramas. Its impact extends beyond literature into broader genre

storytelling.

Influence on Horror and Fantasy Genres

The Great and Secret Show has played a significant role in shaping contemporary horror and fantasy

writing. Barker’s integration of metaphysical themes with visceral horror has expanded the possibilities

of genre fiction.

Expansion of Dark Fantasy

Barker’s work helped define the dark fantasy subgenre by blending mythic storytelling with graphic,

unsettling imagery. This fusion has influenced many modern authors and creators.

Innovations in Mythology and World-Building

The novel’s complex multiverse concept and detailed mythos have set a standard for expansive world-

building, encouraging deeper exploration of supernatural and cosmic themes in speculative fiction.



Encouraged crossover between horror and fantasy elements

Inspired thematic complexity in genre narratives

Contributed to the acceptance of genre fiction as serious literature

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Great and Secret Show' by Clive Barker about?

'The Great and Secret Show' is a fantasy novel by Clive Barker that explores a secret battle between

two powerful mystical factions vying for control over a hidden dimension called Quiddity.

Who are the main characters in 'The Great and Secret Show'?

The main characters include Fletcher and Jaffe, two men entangled in a supernatural conflict, along

with several other mystical beings connected to the hidden world of Quiddity.

Is 'The Great and Secret Show' part of a series?

Yes, 'The Great and Secret Show' is the first book in Clive Barker's 'Books of the Art' series, followed

by the sequel 'Everville.'

What themes does Clive Barker explore in 'The Great and Secret

Show'?

The novel explores themes of power, reality versus illusion, the nature of art and creativity, and the

eternal struggle between good and evil.



Has 'The Great and Secret Show' been adapted into other media?

As of now, there have been no official film or television adaptations of 'The Great and Secret Show,'

but it remains a popular candidate for adaptation due to its rich fantasy elements.

Where can I buy or read 'The Great and Secret Show' by Clive Barker?

'The Great and Secret Show' is available for purchase in bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and

can also be found in digital formats such as eBooks and audiobooks on platforms like Kindle and

Audible.

Additional Resources

1. The Great and Secret Show

This novel by Clive Barker is the first book in the Art Trilogy. It explores a cosmic battle between two

powerful entities, Fletcher and Jaffe, whose conflict threatens the very fabric of reality. The story

blends dark fantasy, horror, and metaphysical themes, delving into the nature of good and evil,

creation, and destruction.

2. Everville

The sequel to The Great and Secret Show, Everville continues the saga of Fletcher and Jaffe’s war

across dimensions. Set partly in a small American town with mysterious connections to otherworldly

realms, the novel expands on Barker’s richly imaginative universe. It weaves together myth, folklore,

and horror to explore the intersection of the mundane and the supernatural.

3. The Scarlet Gospels

This novel features the iconic characters Harry D’Amour and Pinhead from Barker’s mythos and

serves as a continuation of themes found in his earlier works. It combines dark fantasy and horror,

following a battle between a powerful sorcerer and the infamous Hell Priest. The Scarlet Gospels

delves into the nature of evil and redemption in a richly layered narrative.



4. Books of Blood

A collection of short stories by Clive Barker that showcases his mastery of horror and dark fantasy.

Many stories explore themes similar to those in The Great and Secret Show, such as the supernatural,

alternate realities, and the struggle between light and darkness. This collection is essential for

understanding Barker’s style and thematic interests.

5. Weaveworld

A dark fantasy novel that, like The Great and Secret Show, explores hidden magical worlds

intersecting with ordinary reality. The story follows a magical realm woven into a carpet and the fight to

protect it from evil forces. Barker’s imaginative storytelling and rich myth-building make this a

compelling read for fans.

6. Imajica

A sprawling epic that explores parallel worlds and the quest to reunite them, touching on themes of

divinity, identity, and power. Imajica shares with The Great and Secret Show a deep metaphysical

underpinning and an intricate narrative structure. The novel’s blend of fantasy, horror, and romance

highlights Barker’s broad creative range.

7. Coldheart Canyon

Set in Hollywood, this novel blends horror and dark fantasy with a story about immortality, art, and the

supernatural. Like The Great and Secret Show, it delves into hidden realities and ancient powers

lurking beneath the surface of the modern world. Barker’s atmospheric writing creates a haunting

exploration of fame and decay.

8. The Thief of Always

A dark fantasy novel aimed at younger readers but with themes that resonate with Barker’s adult

works, including The Great and Secret Show. The story follows a boy trapped in a magical house

where time and reality are manipulated. It explores the loss of innocence and the battle against

malevolent forces in a richly imaginative setting.

9. Nightbreed



Based on Barker’s screenplay and novel "Cabal," this story revolves around a hidden society of

monsters seeking refuge from human persecution. It shares thematic elements with The Great and

Secret Show, such as the coexistence of dark and light forces and the exploration of otherness.

Nightbreed combines horror, fantasy, and a profound empathy for outcasts.
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