
clep exam english composition
clep exam english composition is a valuable opportunity for students seeking to demonstrate
their proficiency in English writing skills and earn college credit without taking a traditional course.
This exam assesses essential abilities in written communication, including grammar, sentence
structure, and essay composition, making it a critical step for many academic pathways.
Understanding the format, content, and preparation strategies for the CLEP English Composition
exam can significantly enhance the chances of success. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of the exam structure, scoring criteria, study resources, and tips for test day. Whether you
are a first-time test taker or looking to refresh your skills, this guide will help you navigate the
requirements of the CLEP exam English composition efficiently.
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Overview of the CLEP Exam English Composition
The CLEP exam English composition is designed to evaluate a student’s ability to write clearly and
effectively at a college level. This exam is part of the College-Level Examination Program (CLEP),
which offers a pathway to earn college credits by demonstrating mastery in various subjects. The
English Composition test focuses primarily on writing skills, including grammar, usage, and essay
writing, which are crucial for success in academic and professional environments. The test is widely
recognized by colleges and universities across the United States, making it an efficient alternative to
completing a traditional English composition course.

Purpose and Benefits
The main purpose of the CLEP English Composition exam is to provide a standardized assessment
that verifies a student's writing proficiency. Passing the exam can save time and money by
eliminating the need to take a college course in English composition. Additionally, it allows students
to advance more quickly in their academic programs or focus on other areas of study. Many
institutions award credit based on CLEP scores, which can be a significant advantage for non-
traditional or returning students.



Who Should Take the Exam?
The exam is ideal for students who already have strong writing skills and want to demonstrate their
knowledge without enrolling in a full course. It is also beneficial for adult learners, military
personnel, and those seeking to fulfill general education requirements efficiently. However, test
takers should have a solid understanding of English grammar and composition principles before
attempting the exam.

Exam Format and Content
The CLEP English Composition exam consists of multiple-choice questions and essay writing tasks
that assess different aspects of writing proficiency. The exam duration is approximately 90 minutes,
providing sufficient time to complete both sections.

Multiple-Choice Section
This section includes questions related to grammar, sentence structure, punctuation, and rhetorical
skills. Test takers are evaluated on their ability to identify errors and improve sentence clarity and
coherence. The questions may cover topics such as subject-verb agreement, verb tense consistency,
parallelism, and proper word usage.

Essay Section
The essay component requires examinees to write one or two essays based on provided prompts.
These essays are evaluated on content, organization, development, and language use. The ability to
construct clear and concise arguments, support ideas with examples, and maintain proper essay
structure is essential for achieving a high score.

Content Breakdown

Usage and Mechanics: Grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure questions

Rhetorical Skills: Focus on improving sentences and paragraphs

Essay Writing: Developing coherent, well-organized essays with appropriate style and tone

Scoring and Passing Criteria
The CLEP English Composition exam is scored on a scale from 20 to 80. The final score combines
the results from the multiple-choice questions and the essay section. The essay portion is typically
scored by trained evaluators who assess writing quality, coherence, and adherence to the prompt.



Score Interpretation
Most colleges require a minimum passing score, often around 50 to 55, to award credit for the
English Composition exam. However, specific score requirements can vary between institutions. It is
important to research the credit-granting policies of your target college or university before taking
the exam.

Essay Scoring Details
Essays are assessed on several criteria including clarity of argument, organization, development of
ideas, grammar, and vocabulary. A well-structured essay with clear thesis statements and
supporting details typically receives higher scores. Conversely, essays with poor grammar or unclear
ideas may result in lower scores despite strong multiple-choice performance.

Effective Preparation Strategies
Preparation is key to success on the CLEP exam English composition. Familiarity with the test
format and consistent practice can greatly improve writing skills and confidence.

Study Materials
Utilizing high-quality study guides specifically designed for the CLEP English Composition exam is
highly recommended. These guides often provide practice questions, essay prompts, and tips for
improving grammar and writing style. Additionally, reviewing college-level writing textbooks and
grammar manuals can reinforce foundational skills.

Practice Writing Essays
Regular essay writing practice is essential. Focus on developing clear thesis statements, organizing
paragraphs logically, and using varied sentence structures. Seek feedback from instructors or peers
to identify areas for improvement. Timed practice essays can also help simulate test conditions.

Grammar and Usage Review
Consistent review of grammar rules, punctuation, and sentence construction will improve accuracy
in the multiple-choice section. Practice identifying and correcting common errors such as run-on
sentences, comma splices, and subject-verb disagreement.

Sample Preparation Checklist

Review grammar and punctuation rules



Practice multiple-choice questions on sentence structure

Write and revise sample essays under timed conditions

Read sample essays to understand scoring criteria

Utilize online practice tests and CLEP-specific resources

Test Day Tips and Best Practices
On the day of the CLEP English Composition exam, certain strategies can help maximize
performance and reduce anxiety.

Time Management
Allocate your time wisely between the multiple-choice section and the essay writing. Avoid spending
too long on any single question or essay prompt. Keeping track of time ensures that all parts of the
exam are completed.

Reading Prompts Carefully
Thoroughly read essay prompts before beginning to write. Understanding the question fully helps in
crafting relevant and focused responses that meet the exam requirements.

Proofreading
If time permits, review your essays for grammatical errors, clarity, and coherence. Minor corrections
can improve the overall quality of your writing and potentially increase your score.

Rest and Preparation
Get a good night’s sleep before the exam and eat a healthy meal. Being well-rested and alert
contributes to better concentration and performance during the test.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CLEP English Composition exam?
The CLEP English Composition exam is a standardized test that assesses a student's writing skills,
including grammar, sentence structure, and the ability to compose effective essays. It allows



students to earn college credit for English Composition.

Does the CLEP English Composition exam include an essay
section?
Yes, the CLEP English Composition exam includes multiple-choice questions as well as two
mandatory essay prompts that test your ability to write clear, well-organized essays.

How should I prepare for the CLEP English Composition
exam?
To prepare for the CLEP English Composition exam, review grammar rules, practice writing essays
under time constraints, study sample prompts, and take practice tests to familiarize yourself with
the exam format.

What topics are covered in the CLEP English Composition
exam?
The exam covers grammar, usage, sentence structure, rhetorical skills, and essay writing, including
organizing ideas, developing arguments, and demonstrating clarity and coherence.

Can I use a dictionary or other resources during the CLEP
English Composition exam?
No, the CLEP English Composition exam is a closed-book test, so you cannot use dictionaries,
grammar guides, or any other reference materials during the exam.

How long is the CLEP English Composition exam?
The CLEP English Composition exam typically lasts about 90 minutes, including time to complete the
multiple-choice questions and write the essays.

What score do I need to pass the CLEP English Composition
exam?
Most colleges accept a CLEP English Composition score of 50 or higher as passing, but score
requirements may vary by institution, so check with your college for specific credit policies.

Are there any recommended textbooks or resources for the
CLEP English Composition exam?
Recommended resources include the official CLEP study guide by the College Board, grammar
workbooks, essay writing guides, and online practice tests tailored to the CLEP English Composition
exam.



Can I retake the CLEP English Composition exam if I don't
pass the first time?
Yes, you can retake the CLEP English Composition exam, but there is usually a waiting period of
three months between attempts. Be sure to check the latest CLEP policies.

Is the CLEP English Composition exam accepted by most
colleges?
Yes, many colleges and universities accept CLEP English Composition exam credits, but acceptance
and credit awarded vary by institution. Always verify with your college's admissions or registrar's
office.

Additional Resources
1. Cracking the CLEP English Composition Exam
This comprehensive guide offers a detailed overview of the English Composition CLEP exam,
including test-taking strategies and practice questions. It covers grammar, essay writing, and
rhetorical skills essential for success. The book also includes full-length practice tests to help
students familiarize themselves with the exam format.

2. The Complete Guide to CLEP English Composition
Designed for self-study students, this book breaks down all topics tested on the CLEP English
Composition exam. It provides concise explanations of grammar rules, sentence structure, and essay
organization. Additionally, it features numerous practice exercises and sample essay prompts to
enhance writing skills.

3. CLEP English Composition with Essay by Wendy S. Enelow and Louise M. Currie
This text focuses on both multiple-choice questions and essay writing, offering strategies to excel in
each section of the CLEP exam. It includes detailed reviews of grammar, usage, and rhetorical skills,
as well as sample essays with critiques. The authors emphasize practical approaches to improve
writing clarity and coherence.

4. Kaplan CLEP English Composition
Kaplan’s guide provides a thorough review of the exam content with targeted practice questions and
test-taking tips. It features diagnostic tests to identify strengths and weaknesses, enabling
personalized study plans. The book also includes step-by-step instructions for writing effective
essays under timed conditions.

5. Barron's CLEP English Composition
Barron's offers an in-depth review of grammar, punctuation, and essay writing tailored for the CLEP
exam. The book contains practice tests and answer explanations to reinforce learning. It is well-
suited for students seeking a structured approach to preparing both the multiple-choice and essay
sections.

6. REA’s Crash Course for CLEP English Composition
This concise review guide is ideal for last-minute studying, summarizing key concepts in grammar
and essay writing. It highlights essential rules and strategies needed to pass the CLEP exam



efficiently. The book also includes a practice exam with detailed answers to boost confidence before
test day.

7. McGraw-Hill Education Preparation for the CLEP English Composition Exam
Offering a balanced mix of review and practice, this book covers all aspects of the CLEP English
Composition exam. It provides clear explanations of grammar and style, along with numerous
practice questions and sample essays. The guide also includes online resources for additional
practice.

8. English Composition CLEP Practice Tests by LearningExpress Editors
Focused primarily on practice exams, this book allows students to test their knowledge under
realistic conditions. The practice tests are followed by thorough answer explanations to help identify
areas for improvement. It is a valuable resource for reinforcing test readiness and timing.

9. Mastering the CLEP English Composition Exam
This book offers a strategic approach to mastering both the multiple-choice and essay components of
the exam. It includes comprehensive reviews of grammar, usage, and essay-writing techniques. The
author provides tips for organizing essays quickly and effectively, helping students maximize their
scores.

Clep Exam English Composition

Clep Exam English Composition

Related Articles
cognitive development infancy through adolescence
clack 1054 water softener manual
circulatory system gizmo answer key

Back to Home

https://www.sensei.study/archive-ga-23-13/clep-exam-english-composition.pdf
https://www.sensei.study/archive-ga-23-13/cognitive-development-infancy-through-adolescence.pdf
https://www.sensei.study/archive-ga-23-13/clack-1054-water-softener-manual.pdf
https://www.sensei.study/archive-ga-23-13/circulatory-system-gizmo-answer-key.pdf
https://www.sensei.study

