
clearwater beach travel guide
Clearwater Beach Travel Guide

Clearwater Beach, located on Florida's stunning Gulf Coast, is a paradise known for its powdery
white sands and crystal-clear waters. With its vibrant atmosphere, family-friendly activities, and
stunning sunsets, Clearwater Beach has become a must-visit destination for travelers seeking
relaxation and adventure alike. Whether you're planning a family vacation, a romantic getaway, or a
solo retreat, this comprehensive travel guide will help you maximize your experience in Clearwater
Beach.

Getting There

Before you embark on your Clearwater Beach adventure, it’s vital to know how to get there.

By Air
- Major Airports: The closest major airport is Tampa International Airport (TPA), approximately 25
miles away. Other options include St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport (PIE).
- Transportation from the Airport: Upon arrival, you can rent a car, take a taxi, or use ride-sharing
services like Uber and Lyft. Shuttle services are also available, offering convenient transportation to
your hotel.

By Car
- If you’re driving from nearby cities, Clearwater Beach is easily accessible via Interstate 275 and
the Clearwater Memorial Causeway.
- Be sure to check for any tolls along the route, as some bridges and highways may require them.

Where to Stay

Clearwater Beach offers a variety of accommodation options to suit every budget and preference.

Luxury Resorts
1. Sandpearl Resort: A beachfront property with a spa, dining options, and a beautiful pool area.
2. Shephard's Beach Resort: Known for its lively nightlife and beachfront cabanas.

Mid-Range Hotels
1. Clarion Inn & Suites: Offers comfortable accommodations with easy beach access.



2. Beachview Hotel: A charming hotel located just a short walk from the beach.

Budget-Friendly Options
1. Econo Lodge: A budget-friendly choice with basic amenities and close proximity to the beach.
2. Hostels and Vacation Rentals: Consider looking for hostels or vacation rentals on platforms like
Airbnb for more affordable stays.

Top Attractions

Clearwater Beach is packed with attractions that cater to various interests. Here are some must-visit
spots:

Beaches
- Clearwater Beach: The main beach, known for its soft sand and gentle waves, is perfect for
sunbathing and swimming.
- Caladesi Island State Park: Accessible by ferry or kayak, this pristine island offers unspoiled
beaches and nature trails.

Pier 60 Park
- A popular gathering spot for families, Pier 60 features a playground, picnic areas, and a nightly
sunset celebration with street performers, live music, and artisan vendors.

Marine Activities
- Dolphin Watching Tours: Take a boat tour to see dolphins in their natural habitat.
- Snorkeling and Scuba Diving: Explore the underwater world at sites like the Clearwater Marine
Aquarium.

Cultural Attractions
- Clearwater Marine Aquarium: Home to rescued marine life, including Winter the dolphin, this
facility focuses on rehabilitation and education.
- The Pinellas County Heritage Village: A historical site featuring preserved buildings and exhibits
showcasing the area's rich history.

Outdoor Activities

Clearwater Beach is not only about lounging on the beach. There are plenty of outdoor activities to
keep you entertained.



Water Sports
- Jet Ski Rentals: Rent a jet ski for an exhilarating ride along the coastline.
- Parasailing: Experience breathtaking views of Clearwater Beach from above.

Fishing
- Consider booking a fishing charter for deep-sea fishing or try your luck off the shore.

Biking and Walking
- Beach Walk: A scenic promenade lined with shops, restaurants, and beautiful views of the Gulf.
- Biking: Rent a bike and explore the area, including the nearby Honeymoon Island State Park.

Dining Options

Clearwater Beach boasts a diverse culinary scene, offering everything from fresh seafood to
international cuisine.

Seafood Restaurants
1. Frenchy's Rockaway Grill: A beachfront staple known for its fresh grouper and laid-back
atmosphere.
2. Salt Cracker Fish Camp: Offers a unique take on seafood dishes with a waterfront view.

Casual Dining
1. Jimmy Hula's: A fun spot for tacos, burgers, and tropical drinks.
2. The Brown Boxer: A sports bar with a lively atmosphere, perfect for catching a game.

Fine Dining
1. Café Ponte: An upscale restaurant known for its innovative menu and elegant setting.
2. Island Way Grill: Offers a fine dining experience with a focus on fresh ingredients and stunning
views.

Nightlife

Clearwater Beach has an exciting nightlife scene that caters to various tastes.



Beach Bars
- Shephard’s Beach Resort: Features live music and a vibrant atmosphere, perfect for dancing the
night away.
- Palm Pavilion Beachside Grill & Bar: A casual spot where you can enjoy cocktails with your toes in
the sand.

Live Music Venues
- Capogna's Dugout: A local favorite known for its live music and laid-back vibe.
- The Wave Nightclub: A lively nightclub offering a mix of DJs and live performances.

Shopping

Whether you’re looking for souvenirs or unique gifts, Clearwater Beach has several shopping
options.

Local Shops
- Beach Walk shops: A collection of boutique shops featuring beachwear, art, and gifts.
- The Shops at Sand Key: Offers a mix of upscale retailers and local artisans.

Markets
- Clearwater Beach Farmers Market: Open on Wednesdays, this market features local produce,
crafts, and artisanal products.

Tips for Visiting Clearwater Beach

To make the most of your trip, consider these helpful tips:

1. Timing Your Visit: The best time to visit Clearwater Beach is during the shoulder seasons (April to
May and September to November) when the weather is pleasant, and the crowds are smaller.
2. Sun Protection: Don’t forget sunscreen, hats, and sunglasses to protect yourself from the Florida
sun.
3. Plan Ahead: Book accommodations and activities in advance, especially during peak season.
4. Stay Hydrated: With the heat and humidity, ensure you drink plenty of water throughout your day.

Conclusion

Clearwater Beach is a destination that offers something for everyone, from sun-soaked beaches to
thrilling outdoor activities and delectable dining options. With its welcoming atmosphere and



stunning natural beauty, Clearwater Beach is sure to create lasting memories for you and your loved
ones. By following this travel guide, you'll be well-prepared to experience all that this beautiful
coastal paradise has to offer. Enjoy your trip!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best times of year to visit Clearwater Beach?
The best times to visit Clearwater Beach are from March to May when the weather is warm, and the
crowds are smaller compared to the peak summer season. Additionally, fall months like September
and October can also offer pleasant weather and fewer tourists.

What are the must-see attractions near Clearwater Beach?
Must-see attractions include the Clearwater Marine Aquarium, Pier 60 for sunset celebrations,
Caladesi Island State Park, and the nearby Sand Key Park. Each offers unique experiences ranging
from wildlife encounters to stunning natural scenery.

What activities are available for families at Clearwater Beach?
Families can enjoy a variety of activities such as building sandcastles, swimming, paddleboarding,
and visiting the Clearwater Marine Aquarium. There are also family-friendly restaurants and outdoor
movie nights at Pier 60.

Are there any pet-friendly options at Clearwater Beach?
Yes, Clearwater Beach is pet-friendly! Dogs are allowed on the beach during certain hours and at
designated areas. Nearby parks like Sand Key Park also welcome pets, and some local
accommodations provide pet-friendly options.

What are the best dining options in Clearwater Beach?
Some of the best dining options include Frenchy's Rockaway Grill for seafood, Crabby's Dockside for
waterfront dining, and the Palm Pavilion Beachside Grill & Bar for a casual atmosphere. Each offers
a unique taste of local cuisine with beautiful views.
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