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Civilization: Beyond Earth takes the beloved formula of the Civilization
series and transports it to a futuristic setting on an alien planet. In this
guide, we will explore various strategies to help you thrive in this new
environment, manage your resources, and build a powerful civilization.
Whether you are new to the game or an experienced player seeking to refine
your skills, this guide will provide key insights and strategic tips to
improve your gameplay.

Understanding the Basics

Before diving into advanced strategies, it’s crucial to understand the core
mechanics of Civ Beyond Earth. The game is played on a hexagonal grid where
players will expand their empires, develop technologies, and engage in
diplomacy or warfare. The unique aspects of this title include the emphasis
on exploration, the use of alien life forms, and the new Affinity system.

Affinities

In Civ Beyond Earth, players choose from three Affinities: Purity, Harmony,
and Supremacy. Each Affinity influences your gameplay style and the
technologies available to you.

- Purity: Focuses on human advancement and adapting the environment to human
needs. Ideal for players who prefer a traditional expansionist approach.
- Harmony: Emphasizes integration with alien life forms, allowing players to
develop unique units and technologies that leverage the planet's ecosystems.
- Supremacy: Centers around technology and mechanical advancements, focusing
on machines and robotics to dominate opponents.

Choosing an Affinity that aligns with your playstyle is critical for long-
term success.

Early Game Strategies

The early game is crucial in establishing a strong foundation for your
civilization. Here are some strategies to consider:



1. Explore Aggressively

Exploration is essential in the early stages. Send out your units to uncover
the map, find strategic resources, and encounter other civilizations. Key
points include:

- Use Scouts: Build scouts early on. They can move quickly and reveal more
territory.
- Locate Resources: Identify locations of strategic resources like Xenomass,
Titanium, and Floatstone, which are essential for developing advanced units
and buildings.
- Discover Artifacts: Artifacts can provide valuable bonuses and
technologies. Make sure to prioritize them when you find them.

2. Choose Your City Locations Wisely

The location of your cities can greatly influence your success. Here are some
factors to consider:

- Resource Access: Settle near useful resources that can be harvested early
for production and food.
- Defensive Positions: Consider natural defenses, such as mountains and
bodies of water, which can protect your cities.
- Expansion Potential: Choose locations that allow for easy expansion into
nearby territories.

3. Tech Path Selection

Selecting the right technologies is critical in the early game. Focus on:

- Agriculture: Essential for boosting food production and city growth.
- Molecular Engineering: Provides access to important technologies, including
basic military units.
- Engineering: Enhances production capacities and allows for faster city
building.

By prioritizing these initial technologies, you can create a robust
foundation for expansion.

Mid Game Strategies

As the game progresses, your strategies must adapt to the evolving
geopolitical landscape.



1. Diplomacy and Trade

Developing relationships with other civilizations can provide significant
benefits, such as trade routes and resources.

- Establish Trade Routes: These can boost your economy and provide you with
essential resources.
- Form Alliances: Seek out civilizations with similar Affinities for
potential alliances that can help fend off hostile factions.
- Negotiate Peace Treaties: If you find yourself at odds with other players,
consider negotiating peace to avoid unnecessary conflict.

2. Military Expansion

If diplomacy fails, preparing a strong military can deter aggression from
rivals and enable you to expand your territory.

- Diversify Your Units: Create a balanced military force with a mix of melee,
ranged, and support units.
- Upgrade Units: Make sure to utilize upgrades as you research new
technologies to keep your military competitive.
- Utilize Terrain: Use the terrain to your advantage during battles; high
ground offers significant bonuses in combat.

3. Cultural Development

Cultural policies can provide powerful bonuses that enhance your
civilization's growth and stability.

- Choose Policies Wisely: Depending on your Affinity, select policies that
align with your long-term goals. For example, if you are pursuing Harmony,
policies that enhance alien relations should be prioritized.
- Focus on Happiness: Ensure that your citizens remain happy to avoid
revolts. Invest in buildings that improve happiness and reduce unrest.

Late Game Strategies

As you approach the end game, your focus will shift towards achieving your
victory condition.

1. Victory Conditions



In Civ Beyond Earth, there are several paths to victory. Understanding your
chosen victory condition will dictate your strategy.

- Contact Victory: Achieved through research and the construction of the
Exoplanetary Launch Complex.
- Dominance Victory: Involves military conquest and capturing capitals of
other civilizations.
- Transcendence Victory: Requires accumulating enough points through research
and technologies related to your Affinity.

Tailor your strategy to fulfill the requirements of your chosen victory
condition.

2. Manage Resources Efficiently

As the game progresses, resource management becomes increasingly important.

- Balance Production and Growth: Ensure that your cities are focused on both
producing military units and growing your population.
- Trade for Resources: If you lack certain strategic resources, trade with
other civilizations to secure what you need.
- Monitor Health: Keep an eye on your civilization's health, as it can impact
your growth and efficiency.

3. Late-Game Technologies

Prioritize technologies that can provide a significant advantage in the late
game:

- Robotics: Unlock powerful units and buildings that can dominate the
battlefield.
- Advanced Military Technologies: Research technologies that improve your
military capabilities and provide a strategic edge.
- Victory Condition Technologies: Focus on the specific technologies required
for your chosen victory condition.

Conclusion

Civ Beyond Earth offers a rich and complex gameplay experience that requires
a thoughtful approach to strategy. By understanding the core mechanics,
exploring aggressively, managing resources effectively, and adapting your
strategies to the changing landscape, you can build a powerful civilization
capable of thriving on an alien planet. Remember to remain flexible and
responsive to the actions of other players, as the dynamic nature of the game
demands that you continuously reassess your tactics. With the insights



provided in this guide, you're well on your way to achieving victory in
Civilization: Beyond Earth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best starting factions in Civ Beyond
Earth?
The best starting factions often considered are the Phylogenetist and the
Arc, due to their strong early-game bonuses and unique units that provide
advantages in exploration and combat.

How can I effectively manage my cities in Civ Beyond
Earth?
To effectively manage your cities, focus on balancing production, science,
and culture. Prioritize building structures that enhance your city's
strengths, and use trade routes to gain resources and boost growth.

What are some effective strategies for winning
through diplomacy in Civ Beyond Earth?
To win through diplomacy, prioritize forging alliances, trading resources,
and participating in World Congress sessions. Building up your diplomatic
capital through positive interactions can help sway votes in your favor.

How do I choose the right technology to research in
Civ Beyond Earth?
Choosing the right technology depends on your playstyle and strategy. Focus
on technologies that complement your faction's strengths and your immediate
goals, whether that’s military dominance, scientific advancement, or cultural
influence.

What are the key differences between the Affinities
in Civ Beyond Earth?
The three Affinities—Harmony, Supremacy, and Purity—offer different paths to
victory. Harmony focuses on integrating with alien life, Supremacy emphasizes
technology and military strength, while Purity is about preserving human
civilization and its values.

How can I defend against aggressive AI players in



Civ Beyond Earth?
To defend against aggressive AI, build a strong military presence early on,
fortify key cities, and maintain good diplomatic relations to deter attacks.
Research defensive technologies and position your units strategically.

What are the best victory conditions to pursue in
Civ Beyond Earth?
The best victory conditions depend on your playstyle. Science victory is
often pursued through technological advancements, while Purity and Harmony
victories require significant focus on their respective Affinity paths.

What tips do you have for resource management in Civ
Beyond Earth?
Resource management is crucial; prioritize the development of trade routes,
build facilities that enhance resource output, and strategically capture
resource-rich locations to bolster your economy and sustain your population.
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