citizen kane scene analysis

Citizen Kane scene analysis is a critical examination of the film's most iconic moments, which
showcase director Orson Welles's innovative storytelling techniques and cinematic artistry. Released
in 1941, "Citizen Kane" is often regarded as one of the greatest films of all time, not only for its
narrative but also for its groundbreaking use of cinematography, editing, and sound. This article will
delve into a detailed analysis of several pivotal scenes, exploring their significance in the context of
the film’s themes, character development, and overall impact on cinema.

Understanding the Context of Citizen Kane

Before diving into specific scenes, it's essential to understand the broader context of "Citizen Kane."
The film tells the story of Charles Foster Kane, a newspaper magnate whose life is analyzed through a
series of flashbacks following his enigmatic last word, "Rosebud." The narrative structure allows for a
complex exploration of Kane's character, his rise to power, and his ultimate loneliness.

Innovative Narrative Structure

1. Non-linear storytelling: The film employs a fragmented narrative, presenting Kane's life through the
perspectives of various characters. This technique allows viewers to piece together a multifaceted
portrait of Kane.

2. Use of the newsreel: The opening scene features a newsreel summarizing Kane's life, setting the
stage for the exploration of his character. This method introduces a documentary style that contrasts
with the fictional narrative.

Key Scenes and Their Analysis

In this section, we will analyze several key scenes that illustrate the film's themes and cinematic
techniques.

The Opening Scene: News on the March

The film opens with a newsreel titled "News on the March," which serves as a quick overview of
Kane's life. This scene is vital for several reasons:

- Establishes Kane's public persona: The newsreel presents a glorified version of Kane, emphasizing
his wealth and influence. This contrasts sharply with the deeper exploration of his character that
follows.

- Foreshadowing: The newsreel hints at the tragic elements of Kane's life, setting a tone that invites
viewers to question the nature of the man behind the headlines.



The Scene of Kane’s Childhood: The Snow Globe

One of the most poignant scenes occurs during Kane's childhood when he is taken away from his
home to live with Mr. Thatcher, his guardian. This scene is significant for several reasons:

1. Symbolism of the snow globe: The snow globe represents Kane's lost innocence and childhood
dreams. It encapsulates a moment of joy and safety that he can never return to.

2. Emotional impact: The scene highlights the emotional trauma of separation and the beginning of
Kane's lifelong quest for love and acceptance.

The Breakfast Montage

The breakfast montage is a masterful sequence that illustrates the deterioration of Kane's marriage to
Emily Norton. The scene progresses through several breakfasts over the years, showcasing the
couple's growing distance. Key aspects include:

- Visual storytelling: The use of long shots and the passage of time effectively conveys the emotional
disconnection between Kane and Emily. The mise-en-scéne becomes increasingly barren, mirroring
their relationship.

- Character development: This montage highlights Kane’s obsession with power and control, as he
prioritizes his career over his personal life. Emily’s gradual withdrawal is evident, culminating in their
eventual estrangement.

Thematic Exploration

Throughout "Citizen Kane," several themes are intricately woven into the fabric of the narrative, each
explored through the film's iconic scenes.

The lllusion of Power

Kane's rise to power is central to the film's narrative, and several scenes illustrate the illusion of
control that wealth can bring.

- The scene in the newspaper office: Kane's initial triumphs in the newspaper business demonstrate
his ability to manipulate public opinion. However, as the story progresses, it becomes clear that no
amount of power can fill the void within him.

- The final scene with Susan Alexander: Kane’s desperate attempts to control Susan’s career highlight
his insecurities. This scene exemplifies how power can lead to isolation rather than fulfillment.

The Search for Identity

Kane’s quest for identity is a recurring theme throughout the film, with several scenes depicting his



struggle to understand himself.

- The interview with Thatcher: During this scene, Kane’'s conflicting desires are revealed. He seeks
approval yet resents the constraints placed upon him, illustrating the duality of his character.

- The final revelation of "Rosebud": The film's conclusion provides a poignant commentary on Kane's
search for identity. The revelation of "Rosebud" as his childhood sled symbolizes the simplicity and
happiness he lost in his pursuit of greatness.

Cinematic Techniques and Innovations

"Citizen Kane" is renowned for its innovative cinematic techniques, many of which are evident in the
analyzed scenes.

Deep Focus Cinematography

One of the film's most notable technical achievements is its use of deep focus cinematography, which
allows multiple planes of action to be in sharp focus simultaneously.

- Example: In the scene where Kane and Emily argue at the breakfast table, deep focus emphasizes
both characters and their surroundings, highlighting their emotional distance.

- Impact: This technique draws viewers into the scene, allowing them to engage with the narrative on
multiple levels.

Lighting and Shadows

Orson Welles and cinematographer Gregg Toland employed dramatic lighting techniques to enhance
the film's mood and themes.

- Chiaroscuro lighting: The use of light and shadow creates a sense of foreboding and reflects Kane's
internal conflicts. For instance, in the scene where Kane is confronted about his manipulative
tendencies, shadows loom over him, accentuating his moral ambiguity.

- Symbolic use of lighting: Light often symbolizes hope or truth, while shadows represent deceit and
despair. This interplay is crucial in understanding Kane’s character.

Legacy of Citizen Kane

The legacy of "Citizen Kane" extends far beyond its initial release. It has profoundly influenced
subsequent filmmakers and continues to be studied for its artistic and thematic depth.



Influence on Cinema

- Narrative techniques: The film's non-linear storytelling and character-driven narrative have inspired
countless filmmakers, paving the way for innovative storytelling in modern cinema.

- Cinematic language: Techniques like deep focus, low-angle shots, and innovative editing have
become staples in the film industry, influencing genres ranging from drama to science fiction.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Citizen Kane scene analysis reveals the intricacies of Orson Welles's masterpiece.
Through its innovative storytelling, rich themes, and groundbreaking cinematic techniques, "Citizen
Kane" remains a landmark in film history. Each scene serves a purpose, contributing to the overall
portrait of Charles Foster Kane—a man whose pursuit of power ultimately leads to his isolation and
despair. As viewers continue to explore this film, they uncover layers of meaning that resonate with
timeless questions about identity, power, and the human condition.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the 'Rosebud’ sled in Citizen Kane?

The 'Rosebud' sled symbolizes Kane's lost childhood and the innocence he longed for throughout his
life. It represents the emotional core of Kane's character and serves as a poignant reminder of what
he sacrificed for success and power.

How does Orson Welles use deep focus in Citizen Kane to
enhance storytelling?

Orson Welles employs deep focus cinematography to keep multiple planes of action in sharp focus
simultaneously. This technique allows viewers to engage with the scene on multiple levels, revealing
character relationships and thematic elements without cutting away from the action.

What role does the use of non-linear narrative play in Citizen
Kane?

The non-linear narrative structure of Citizen Kane allows the audience to piece together Kane's life
through flashbacks and different perspectives. This approach creates a sense of mystery and
encourages viewers to explore the complexity of Kane's character and the impact of his choices.

How does the opening scene set the tone for Citizen Kane?

The opening scene of Citizen Kane, with the iconic 'No Trespassing' sign and the dark, foreboding
mansion, establishes an atmosphere of isolation and intrigue. It introduces the theme of the elusive
nature of Kane's life and the secrets that will unfold throughout the film.



In what ways does Citizen Kane depict the theme of power
and its consequences?

Citizen Kane explores the theme of power through Kane's rise and fall, illustrating how wealth and
influence can lead to isolation and despair. The film demonstrates that despite his achievements,
Kane's relentless pursuit of control ultimately results in personal tragedy and unfulfilled longing.
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