circle in the square theatre history

Circle in the Square Theatre history is a rich tapestry woven from the
threads of creativity, resilience, and innovation in American theatre.
Established in the mid-20th century, this venue has been a significant player
in the landscape of Broadway and Off-Broadway productions. Its unique
architecture, dedication to artistic expression, and commitment to fostering
new talent have made it a beloved institution in New York City. This article
will delve into the theatre's origins, notable productions, architectural
significance, and its impact on the New York theatre scene.

Origins of Circle in the Square Theatre

The Circle in the Square Theatre was established in 1951 by a group of
theatre enthusiasts, including the visionary producer and director, Theodore
Mann. Its inception was part of a broader movement to create a more intimate
and engaging theatrical experience, countering the grandiosity of traditional
Broadway houses.

Founding Principles

The founders of Circle in the Square had several guiding principles that
shaped its mission and vision:

1. Intimacy: The theatre was designed to create a closer connection between
the audience and the performers, allowing for a more immersive experience.

2. Innovation: The space aimed to produce avant-garde and experimental works,
pushing the boundaries of conventional storytelling.

3. Support for New Talent: The theatre became a nurturing ground for emerging
playwrights, directors, and actors, providing a platform for new voices in
the industry.

Architectural Significance

Located at 1633 Broadway, the Circle in the Square Theatre features a unique
design that distinguishes it from other venues on Broadway. Originally a
1930s movie theatre, it underwent significant renovations to accommodate live
performances.

Design Features



- Theatre-in-the-round: One of the defining characteristics of Circle in the
Square is its theatre-in-the-round configuration, which creates a circular
stage surrounded by audience seating. This layout enhances the audience's
engagement with the performance, as it allows for a more dynamic interaction
between actors and spectators.

- Flexible seating: The seating arrangement can be adjusted to suit different
productions, offering versatility that many traditional theatres lack.

- Acoustic design: The theatre's design prioritizes sound quality, ensuring
that every audience member can experience the performance fully, regardless
of their seating position.

Notable Productions

Over the decades, Circle in the Square Theatre has been home to numerous
acclaimed productions, many of which have left an indelible mark on the
theatre landscape.

Early Productions

In its early years, Circle in the Square hosted several important works that
contributed to its reputation as a hub for innovative theatre. Some notable
productions include:

"The Member of the Wedding" (1950): This play, written by Carson McCullers,
was one of the theatre's inaugural productions. It garnered critical acclaim
and showcased the theatre's commitment to powerful storytelling.

“"The Rose Tattoo" (1951): Tennessee Williams' work continued to solidify
Circle in the Square's standing as a venue for significant American
playwrights.

"The Last Days of Judas Iscariot" (2005): This provocative play by Stephen
Adly Guirgis received stellar reviews, showcasing the theatre's ongoing
commitment to contemporary voices.

Broadway Hits

In addition to Off-Broadway productions, Circle in the Square has produced
several shows that have made a significant impact on Broadway. These include:

1. "Hair" (1968): This groundbreaking musical about the counterculture
movement of the 1960s was a cultural phenomenon, challenging social norms and
conventions.

2. "Pippin" (1972): Stephen Schwartz's musical was a major success, earning
several Tony Awards and establishing itself as a classic.

3. "The Lion King" (1997): Although not produced at Circle in the Square, the
theatre's influence can be seen in the innovative storytelling techniques



that have permeated Broadway since its inception.

Impact on American Theatre

The Circle in the Square Theatre has played a pivotal role in shaping
American theatre over the past seven decades. Its dedication to fostering new
talent and embracing experimental works has had lasting effects on the
industry.

Advocacy for New Voices

Circle in the Square has consistently championed new playwrights and artists,
providing a platform for voices that might otherwise go unheard. This
commitment has led to the emergence of several notable figures in the theatre
community, including:

- David Mamet: Known for his provocative plays and distinct style, Mamet's
early work found a home at Circle in the Square.

- Wendy Wasserstein: A celebrated playwright, Wasserstein's works often
explored themes of feminism and identity, resonating with audiences in
profound ways.

Educational Initiatives

The theatre also has a strong educational component, offering workshops and
programs aimed at nurturing young talent. These initiatives have included:

- The Circle in the Square Theatre School: Founded to train aspiring actors,
directors, and playwrights, the school emphasizes practical experience and
exposure to professional productions.

- Community OQutreach Programs: The theatre engages with local communities,
providing access to theatre arts for underserved populations, fostering a
love for the performing arts.

Challenges and Resilience

Like many arts organizations, Circle in the Square has faced its share of
challenges, particularly with the changing landscape of theatre and the
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.



Adapting to Change

In response to industry shifts, Circle in the Square has adapted by:

- Embracing digital platforms: The theatre has explored virtual productions
and hybrid models to reach wider audiences during times when in-person
gatherings were restricted.

- Reimagining programming: By diversifying its offerings and incorporating
various genres and styles, the theatre has attracted a broader audience base.

Looking Ahead

As the theatre landscape continues to evolve, Circle in the Square remains
committed to its founding principles of intimacy, innovation, and support for
new talent. Its resilience and adaptability ensure that it will continue to
be a vital part of New York’s theatrical community.

Conclusion

The history of Circle in the Square Theatre is a testament to the power of
creativity and the enduring spirit of the performing arts. With its unique
architectural design, dedication to innovative productions, and commitment to
nurturing new talent, it has carved out a significant place in the narrative
of American theatre. As it moves forward, Circle in the Square will
undoubtedly continue to inspire and challenge audiences, remaining a beacon
of artistic expression in the vibrant world of theatre.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Circle in the Square
Theatre in American theater history?

Circle in the Square Theatre is significant for being the first theater on
Broadway to adopt a theater-in-the-round format, which changed the way
performances were staged and experienced by audiences.

When was Circle in the Square Theatre founded?

Circle in the Square Theatre was founded in 1951 by Theodore Mann and Paul
Libin.



What notable productions have been staged at Circle
in the Square Theatre?

Notable productions include 'The King and I', 'Hair', 'The Miracle Worker',
and 'The Glass Menagerie', among many others that have contributed to its
reputation.

How did Circle in the Square Theatre contribute to
the Off-Broadway movement?

Circle in the Square Theatre played a crucial role in the O0ff-Broadway
movement by providing a platform for experimental and innovative productions,
helping to redefine the boundaries of theatrical presentation.

What architectural features distinguish Circle in
the Square Theatre?

The theater is distinguished by its unique circular seating arrangement that
allows for an intimate audience experience, as well as its open stage design
which facilitates direct interaction between actors and the audience.

Has Circle in the Square Theatre undergone
renovations since its opening?

Yes, Circle in the Square Theatre has undergone several renovations and
updates to improve acoustics, seating, and accessibility while preserving its
historic charm.

Who are some prominent directors and playwrights
associated with Circle in the Square Theatre?

Prominent figures include Robert Altman, Edward Albee, and Stephen Sondheim,
who have all contributed to the theater's legacy through their innovative
works.

What is the current status of Circle in the Square
Theatre in the Broadway community?

Circle in the Square Theatre remains an active venue on Broadway, continuing
to host diverse productions and serving as a vital part of the New York
theater landscape.
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