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CIA Simple Sabotage Field Manual

The CIA Simple Sabotage Field Manual is a remarkable historical document that
played a significant role during World War II. Created by the Office of
Strategic Services (0SS), the precursor to the Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA), this manual was designed to empower ordinary citizens in Axis
territories to engage in small acts of sabotage against the enemy. The manual
aimed to disrupt military operations and industrial production without
requiring any formal training or access to sophisticated technology. This
article delves into the background, purpose, content, and legacy of the
Simple Sabotage Field Manual.

Historical Context

World War II was a time when the stakes were incredibly high, and the
involvement of the civilian population was crucial. The Allies recognized
that not only military forces but also ordinary citizens could contribute to
the war effort. The 0SS was tasked with gathering intelligence and conducting
covert operations behind enemy lines. In this context, the CIA Simple
Sabotage Field Manual emerged as a strategic tool to mobilize civilians in
occupied territories.

The Creation of the Manual

The manual was developed in 1944, during a period when the United States was
looking for innovative ways to undermine Axis powers, particularly in Europe.
The 0SS sought to create a simple, practical guide that would encourage
everyday citizens to participate in sabotage efforts. The idea was to foster
a sense of empowerment and encourage individuals to take small actions that
could collectively have a significant impact.

Purpose and Objectives

The primary purpose of the Simple Sabotage Field Manual was to disrupt the
war efforts of Axis powers, particularly Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy. The
objectives of the manual included:

1. Disruption of Supply Lines: By encouraging citizens to engage in minor
acts of sabotage, the manual aimed to create delays and inefficiencies in the
supply chain.

2. Demoralization: Small acts of sabotage were intended to lower morale among



enemy troops and workers, demonstrating that the war was not going in their
favor.

3. Encouragement of Resistance: The manual sought to inspire individuals to
take action, fostering a culture of resistance within occupied territories.

Content Overview

The Simple Sabotage Field Manual contained a series of practical suggestions
aimed at civilians. The advice was deliberately straightforward, ensuring
that anyone could participate regardless of their background. The manual was
published in multiple languages, including German and Italian, and
distributed covertly to various regions.

Types of Sabotage Activities

The manual outlined several categories of sabotage activities that
individuals could engage in. Some of the most notable suggestions included:

1. Disruption of Transportation:

- Leaving train switches in the wrong position.

- Removing bolts from railroad tracks.

- Spreading false information about train schedules.

2. Industrial Sabotage:

- Adding sand or dirt to machinery.

- Misplacing tools or equipment in factories.
- Deliberately slowing down production lines.

3. Everyday Activities:

- Taking longer routes while driving to waste fuel.

- Overloading public transportation.

Writing letters to the local newspaper to express dissatisfaction with the
occupying forces.

4. Communication Disruption:

Providing incorrect information to officials.

Delaying the delivery of messages.

Intentionally miscommunicating orders in work environments.

Psychological Warfare

In addition to physical sabotage, the manual recognized the importance of
psychological warfare. By encouraging individuals to spread rumors and
misinformation, the 0SS aimed to create an atmosphere of distrust and
confusion among Axis personnel. This approach sought to weaken the resolve of



enemy troops and workers through subtle yet impactful means.

Distribution and Impact

The Simple Sabotage Field Manual was distributed through various channels,
including underground networks and Allied forces in occupied territories. Its
widespread dissemination allowed it to reach a diverse audience of
individuals motivated to contribute to the war effort.

Success Stories

While the impact of the manual is difficult to quantify, there are numerous
anecdotes and reports indicating that it had a significant effect. Some of
the documented success stories include:

- Increased Delays in Transportation: Reports indicated that minor
adjustments made by citizens resulted in notable delays in the movement of
troops and supplies.

- Industrial Slowdowns: Factories reported unexpected slowdowns and
disruptions attributed to the actions of workers who followed the manual’s
suggestions.

- Moral Boost for the Resistance: The manual fostered a sense of agency among
civilians, encouraging them to take part in the resistance movement and
contributing to a broader culture of defiance against occupying forces.

Legacy and Modern Relevance

The legacy of the CIA Simple Sabotage Field Manual extends beyond its
immediate impact during World War II. It serves as a historical example of
how ordinary citizens can influence the course of events, even in the face of
oppressive regimes. The manual remains a point of interest for historians and
scholars studying the dynamics of civilian resistance and unconventional
warfare.

Contemporary Analogies

In the modern context, the principles outlined in the manual can be compared
to contemporary methods of grassroots activism and digital resistance. In an
age where information spreads rapidly through social media, the idea of
empowering individuals to take small actions can be seen in various movements
advocating for social change. The concept of “small acts of defiance”
resonates in contexts where citizens seek to challenge authority or
oppressive systems.



Conclusion

The CIA Simple Sabotage Field Manual remains one of the most fascinating
examples of psychological warfare and civilian engagement in military
strategy. By empowering individuals to take small yet impactful actions, the
0SS effectively mobilized a vast network of resistance against Axis powers
during World War II. The manual not only disrupted enemy operations but also
inspired a spirit of defiance and resilience among ordinary citizens. Its
lessons continue to resonate today, reminding us of the power of collective
action and the significant role individuals can play in shaping history.
Through the lens of the manual, we see that even in the most challenging
circumstances, the determination of people can lead to meaningful change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CIA Simple Sabotage Field Manual?

The CIA Simple Sabotage Field Manual is a document created during World War
IT to encourage ordinary citizens to undermine enemy war efforts through
simple acts of sabotage.

How was the Simple Sabotage Field Manual
distributed?

The manual was distributed through various channels, including covert
operations, to individuals in occupied territories, particularly in Europe,
to inspire them to engage in minor acts of sabotage.

What types of sabotage were suggested in the manual?

The manual suggested various acts of sabotage such as slowing down
production, misplacing tools, or performing work incorrectly to disrupt the
efficiency of enemy operations.

Why was the Simple Sabotage Field Manual significant
during WWII?

It was significant because it empowered regular citizens to participate in
the war effort, fostering a sense of resistance and complicating the enemy's
logistics and resource management.

Has the CIA Simple Sabotage Field Manual been
referenced in modern discussions?

Yes, it has been referenced in discussions about unconventional warfare,



citizen engagement in resistance movements, and the impact of small actions
on larger conflicts.

Is the Simple Sabotage Field Manual still relevant
today?

While the context has changed, the principles of grassroots resistance and
the idea that small actions can lead to significant change continue to be
relevant in contemporary social and political movements.
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