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Church Dogmatics: The Doctrine of God, Volume 2, Part 1 by Karl Barth is a pivotal work in
modern theology, representing a significant evolution in the understanding of God within
the context of Christian faith. This volume is part of Barth's larger magnum opus, "Church
Dogmatics," which he began writing in the early 20th century. In this intricate work, Barth
explores the essence and nature of God, articulating profound insights that have influenced
contemporary theological thought. This article will delve into the primary themes, concepts,
and implications of this volume, illuminating Barth's theological vision and its relevance for
today’s ecclesiastical landscape.

Overview of Church Dogmatics

Karl Barth (1886-1968) was a Swiss Reformed theologian, widely regarded as one of the
most influential figures in 20th-century theology. His work in "Church Dogmatics" reflects a
radical departure from liberal theology, emphasizing the sovereignty of God and the
centrality of Jesus Christ in understanding divine revelation. The entire "Church Dogmatics"
is divided into four main volumes, with Volume 2 specifically focusing on the Doctrine of
God.

Volume 2 is further divided into several parts, and Part 1 addresses the question of God’s
revelation and how it shapes our understanding of divine nature and attributes. Barth’s
approach is characterized by a dialectical method, which emphasizes the tension and
relationship between God and humanity, focusing on God's self-revelation through Jesus
Christ as the ultimate source of knowledge about God.

Key Themes in Volume 2, Part 1

Barth’s exploration of God in this volume revolves around several critical themes:

1. The Nature of God

- Transcendence and Immanence: Barth emphasizes the transcendence of God, asserting
that God exists beyond human understanding and experience. However, he also affirms
God’s immanence, particularly through the incarnation of Christ. This duality highlights the
balance between knowing God as wholly other and the closeness that comes through divine
revelation.

- The Doctrine of the Trinity: Central to Barth's understanding of God is the doctrine of the
Trinity, where God is understood as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Barth argues that each
person of the Trinity plays a distinct role in the economy of salvation, yet they are united in



essence and purpose.

2. Revelation as the Foundation of Knowledge

- God’s Self-Revelation: Barth insists that all knowledge of God must come from God’s own
self-revelation rather than human reason or experience. He posits that Scripture is the
primary means by which God reveals Himself, and it is through the person of Jesus Christ
that this revelation reaches its fullest expression.

- Christocentrism: Barth’s theology is profoundly Christocentric, meaning that all theological
reflection must begin and end with Christ. Barth argues that understanding God cannot be
separated from understanding Jesus, as He embodies the fullness of God’s nature.

3. The Sovereignty of God

- God’s Authority: Barth emphasizes the sovereignty of God over all creation. This
sovereignty is not arbitrary but is always connected to God’s love and justice. Barth
critiques any view of God that attempts to limit or define God’s power within human
constraints.

- God in History: Barth asserts that God acts in history, and His sovereignty is evident in the
unfolding of redemptive history. Through Israel and the church, God reveals His purposes
and character, culminating in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Structure of Volume 2, Part 1

Volume 2, Part 1 of "Church Dogmatics" is methodically organized, allowing readers to
navigate Barth’s complex thought process effectively. It includes:

1. Introduction to the Doctrine of God: Barth sets the stage for understanding what it means
to speak of God in theological terms, framing the discussion in light of the contemporary
challenges of his time.

2. The Doctrine of the Trinity: A thorough examination of the Trinitarian understanding of
God, including discussions of the relationships within the Godhead and their implications for
creation and salvation.

3. The Revelation of God in Jesus Christ: An extensive analysis of how Jesus serves as the
definitive revelation of God, focusing on the implications of Christ’s life and work for our
understanding of divine nature.

4. The Nature of Divine Attributes: Barth explores traditional attributes of God, such as
omnipotence, omniscience, and goodness, examining how these attributes interact and
reveal God’s character.



5. Ethical Implications: The volume concludes with reflections on how the doctrine of God
impacts ethical considerations for the church and individual believers.

Theological Implications

Barth’s "Church Dogmatics, Volume 2, Part 1," has far-reaching implications for
contemporary theology and the church. It challenges theologians and believers to rethink
their understanding of God and the role of revelation. Some significant implications include:

1. The Need for a Christ-Centric Theology

Barth’s emphasis on the centrality of Christ urges the church to develop a theology rooted
in the person of Jesus. This Christocentrism calls for a reevaluation of how doctrine is taught
and lived out within the church community.

2. The Importance of Revelation

In an age where many seek to define God according to personal experience or cultural
norms, Barth’s insistence on revelation as the starting point for knowledge of God serves as
a necessary corrective. It challenges modern believers to engage with Scripture seriously
and to understand it as the primary source of theological knowledge.

3. Reaffirming God’s Sovereignty

Barth’s portrayal of God’s sovereignty invites the church to trust in God’s ultimate authority
in a world that often appears chaotic and uncertain. This theological stance encourages
believers to maintain hope and faith, even in difficult circumstances.

Conclusion

Church Dogmatics: The Doctrine of God, Volume 2, Part 1 by Karl Barth stands as a
monumental work that reshapes our understanding of the divine. Through a detailed
exploration of God’s nature, revelation, and sovereignty, Barth provides a robust
theological framework that continues to resonate with contemporary issues in theology and
the church. His insistence on the centrality of Christ and the authority of Scripture invites a
deepened engagement with the Christian faith, encouraging believers to explore the depths
of God’s character as revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. As the church navigates the
complexities of modern life, Barth's insights remain a vital source of guidance and
inspiration, reminding us of the profound mystery and majesty of God.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'Church Dogmatics: The
Doctrine of God, Volume 2, Part 1' by Karl Barth?
The main focus of this volume is to explore the nature and attributes of God, emphasizing
God's sovereignty, revelation, and the relationship between God and humanity.

How does Karl Barth view the relationship between God
and the world in this volume?
Barth emphasizes that God is wholly other than the world, yet still deeply involved in it
through revelation and grace, asserting that God's self-disclosure is central to
understanding His relationship with creation.

What is Barth's stance on the doctrine of the Trinity in
'The Doctrine of God'?
Barth presents the Trinity as a foundational aspect of God's being, asserting that
understanding God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is essential for grasping His nature and
actions in the world.

How does Barth approach the concept of divine
revelation in this work?
Barth argues that divine revelation is primarily through Jesus Christ, asserting that God's
truth is revealed in a personal and relational manner, rather than through abstract concepts
or philosophical ideas.

What role does Scripture play in Barth's understanding
of God in this volume?
Scripture is considered the primary means through which God reveals Himself, serving as a
witness to God's acts and promises, and is integral to the theological reflection in Barth's
work.

In what way does Barth address the problem of evil in
'The Doctrine of God'?
Barth confronts the problem of evil by emphasizing God's sovereignty and grace, asserting
that God's love and justice ultimately overcome evil, and that human suffering is addressed
through the redemptive work of Christ.



What is Barth's critique of natural theology in this
volume?
Barth criticizes natural theology for attempting to know God through human reason and
experience, arguing that such attempts fall short and that true knowledge of God can only
be found through divine revelation.

How does Barth's view of God differ from traditional
classical theism?
Barth's view diverges from classical theism by emphasizing God's dynamic and relational
nature over static attributes, focusing on God's active involvement in history and the
importance of revelation over philosophical abstraction.
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