
chocolate capital of the world
Chocolate capital of the world is a title that evokes images of rich, creamy
confections and the tantalizing aroma of cocoa. While many places around the
globe celebrate chocolate, one destination stands out as the undeniable
leader in all things chocolate: Brussels, Belgium. Known for its exquisite
pralines, artisanal chocolate shops, and deep-rooted chocolate culture,
Brussels has earned the moniker of the chocolate capital of the world. This
article will explore why Brussels holds this prestigious title, the history
of chocolate in the city, and the best places to indulge in chocolate
delights.

The History of Chocolate in Brussels

To understand why Brussels is called the chocolate capital of the world, it’s
essential to delve into its rich history with this beloved treat. The journey
of chocolate in Brussels dates back several centuries.

The Early Days of Chocolate

- 16th Century: Chocolate was introduced to Europe from the Americas,
primarily consumed as a bitter drink. It gained popularity in royal courts
across Spain, France, and eventually Belgium.
- 17th Century: The drink became sweeter with the addition of sugar, leading
to the emergence of chocolate houses in Brussels where the elite gathered.

The Rise of Belgian Chocolate

- 19th Century: The industrial revolution brought significant advancements in
chocolate production. The introduction of the cocoa press by Coenraad
Johannes van Houten made chocolate more affordable and accessible.
- 1867: The first Belgian chocolate company, Neuhaus, was founded, setting
the stage for the country’s dominance in chocolate manufacturing.
- 1920s: The praline was developed by Jean Neuhaus, revolutionizing the way
chocolate was made and consumed, leading to the creation of a myriad of
chocolate varieties.

Why Brussels is the Chocolate Capital

Brussels has become synonymous with high-quality chocolate for several
reasons:



1. Artisanal Craftsmanship

Belgian chocolatiers are known for their exceptional craftsmanship. Many
chocolate shops in Brussels still adhere to traditional methods, using high-
quality ingredients and time-honored recipes. The emphasis on artisanal
production ensures that each piece of chocolate is a work of art.

2. Diverse Chocolate Offerings

Brussels offers a wide range of chocolate products that cater to different
palates. From pralines and truffles to chocolate bars and hot chocolate,
there’s something for everyone. The creativity of chocolatiers leads to
innovative flavors and combinations.

3. Chocolate Festivals

Brussels hosts several chocolate festivals and events throughout the year,
celebrating the city’s rich chocolate culture. Events like the Salon du
Chocolat attract chocolate enthusiasts from around the world, providing them
with opportunities to taste, learn, and interact with chocolatiers.

4. Chocolate Tourism

Chocolate tourism has become a thriving industry in Brussels. Visitors can
embark on chocolate tours that take them to various chocolate shops,
showcasing the history and craftsmanship behind each creation. This immersive
experience enhances the city’s reputation as a chocolate capital.

Must-Visit Chocolate Shops in Brussels

If you find yourself in Brussels, you won’t want to miss the opportunity to
visit some of the city’s most renowned chocolate shops. Here are a few that
you must include in your itinerary:

1.
Neuhaus
Founded in 1857, Neuhaus is famous for its pralines and has a rich
history in Belgian chocolate. Don’t miss their signature praline, the
"Noisette."

2.



Godiva
Known globally, Godiva originated in Belgium. Their luxurious chocolates
and truffles are a must-try for any chocolate lover.

3.
Leonidas
Offering a wide variety of chocolates at reasonable prices, Leonidas is
beloved by locals and tourists alike. Their assorted boxes are perfect
for gifts.

4.
Pierre Marcolini
An innovator in the chocolate world, Marcolini focuses on bean-to-bar
production, allowing customers to experience the diverse flavors of
cocoa from different regions.

5.
Côte d'Or
One of Belgium's most famous chocolate brands, Côte d'Or offers a range
of chocolate bars and pralines known for their intense flavors.

Unique Chocolate Experiences in Brussels

Beyond simply tasting chocolate, Brussels offers unique experiences that
enhance your appreciation of this delightful treat.

Chocolate Workshops

Many chocolatiers in Brussels offer workshops where you can learn the art of
chocolate-making. Participants get hands-on experience in molding, tempering,
and decorating chocolates, making it a fun activity for individuals and
groups.

Chocolate Tours

Join a guided chocolate tour to explore the city while indulging in its
finest chocolate offerings. Knowledgeable guides will take you to various
shops, provide insights into the history of chocolate, and offer tastings
along the way.



Chocolate Museums

Visit the Choco-Story Museum, where you can learn about the history of
chocolate, the chocolate-making process, and even enjoy tastings. Interactive
exhibits make it an engaging experience for all ages.

The Future of Chocolate in Brussels

As the chocolate capital of the world, Brussels continues to innovate and
adapt to changing consumer preferences. The rise of health-conscious
consumers has led to an increase in demand for dark chocolate and vegan
options. Additionally, sustainability is becoming a significant focus in the
chocolate industry, with many chocolatiers seeking ethically sourced cocoa
and environmentally friendly practices.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Brussels is rightfully celebrated as the chocolate capital of
the world. Its deep-rooted history, commitment to artisanal craftsmanship,
and diverse offerings make it a paradise for chocolate lovers. Whether you
are indulging in a rich praline, participating in a chocolate workshop, or
exploring the city’s chocolate shops, Brussels promises an unforgettable
experience. So, pack your bags and prepare to embark on a delightful journey
through the heart of chocolate!

Frequently Asked Questions

What city is often referred to as the 'Chocolate
Capital of the World'?
Brussels, Belgium is commonly known as the 'Chocolate Capital of the World'
due to its rich history in chocolate production and numerous high-quality
chocolatiers.

What are some famous chocolate brands associated
with the Chocolate Capital?
Famous chocolate brands from Brussels include Neuhaus, Godiva, and Leonidas,
each known for their unique pralines and chocolate creations.



What events celebrate chocolate culture in Brussels?
Brussels hosts various events such as the Salon du Chocolat and the Brussels
Chocolate Festival, where chocolate lovers can sample and learn about
different types of chocolate.

How does Brussels' chocolate industry contribute to
tourism?
The chocolate industry in Brussels attracts tourists from all over the world
who come to participate in chocolate tastings, workshops, and tours of famous
chocolate shops.

What is a popular chocolate delicacy that originated
in Brussels?
The praline, a chocolate confection filled with various ingredients,
originated in Brussels and remains a signature treat that showcases the
city's chocolate craftsmanship.
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