
cherry shrimp care guide

Cherry shrimp care guide is essential for anyone looking to keep these vibrant and fascinating

creatures in their aquarium. Cherry shrimp, or Neocaridina davidi, are a popular choice among

aquarists due to their hardiness, striking colors, and relatively simple care requirements. This article

will provide a comprehensive guide covering everything from tank setup to feeding, breeding, and

common health issues.

Understanding Cherry Shrimp

Cherry shrimp are small, freshwater crustaceans that typically grow to about 1-2 inches in length. They

are known for their bright red coloration, but they can also come in various colors, including yellow,

blue, and green. These shrimp are peaceful creatures that can thrive in community tanks with other

small fish and invertebrates.

Tank Setup

Setting up the perfect environment is crucial for the health and well-being of your cherry shrimp.

Here’s what you need to consider:

Tank Size

- For a small group of cherry shrimp, a tank of at least 10 gallons is recommended. This size provides

ample space for swimming and foraging, which is vital for their mental and physical health.



Substrate

- Cherry shrimp love to scavenge for food and will appreciate a substrate that allows them to dig and

explore. Options include:

- Aquasoil: Rich in nutrients and beneficial for plant growth.

- Sand: Fine sand is easier for shrimp to navigate and forage.

- Gravel: Medium-sized gravel is also acceptable but can be more challenging for shrimp to sift

through.

Plants and Decor

- Live plants are highly recommended for cherry shrimp tanks. They provide hiding spots, food

sources, and help maintain water quality by absorbing nitrates. Consider including:

- Java moss: A favorite among shrimp, it offers a great surface for biofilm growth.

- Anubias: Hardy and slow-growing, making it easy to maintain.

- Cryptocoryne: Varieties of this plant can add a nice aesthetic while providing hiding spots.

- Additionally, adding caves, driftwood, and rocks can create shelter and reduce stress, especially

during molting.

Water Conditions

Maintaining optimal water conditions is vital for cherry shrimp. Here are the key parameters to monitor:

Temperature

- Cherry shrimp thrive in temperatures between 72°F and 78°F (22°C - 26°C). Sudden temperature



fluctuations can stress them, so use a reliable heater if necessary.

pH Level

- The ideal pH range for cherry shrimp is between 6.5 and 8.0. Regular testing with a pH kit will help

ensure a stable environment.

Hardness

- Cherry shrimp prefer water hardness between 4-8 dGH (degrees of general hardness). Soft water

can be detrimental, especially for breeding.

Filtration

- A sponge filter is highly recommended as it provides gentle water flow and serves as a breeding

ground for beneficial bacteria. Ensure that the filter is not too strong, as cherry shrimp are small and

can be swept up by strong currents.

Feeding Cherry Shrimp

Proper nutrition is crucial for the health of your cherry shrimp. Here’s how to ensure they are well-fed:

Diet Basics



- Cherry shrimp are omnivorous and will eat a variety of foods. A balanced diet should include:

- Commercial shrimp pellets: Specifically formulated for shrimp.

- Algae wafers: Great for providing essential nutrients.

- Blanched vegetables: Options like zucchini, spinach, and carrots can be offered, but remove any

uneaten portions to maintain water quality.

Frequency of Feeding

- Feed them small amounts once a day. It's essential to avoid overfeeding, as uneaten food can

decompose and pollute the water.

Biofilm and Natural Food Sources

- Cherry shrimp thrive on biofilm, which forms on surfaces in the tank. This natural food source can be

supplemented with:

- Leaf litter: Indian Almond leaves or oak leaves can be added to the tank.

- Mosses and plants: As mentioned earlier, these also serve as a food source.

Breeding Cherry Shrimp

Breeding cherry shrimp is relatively easy, making them an excellent choice for aquarists interested in

propagation.

Identifying Males and Females

- Female cherry shrimp are typically larger and have a more pronounced saddle (a yellowish area



behind their eyes) where they carry eggs. Males are smaller and often display brighter coloration.

Breeding Conditions

- To encourage breeding, maintain optimal water conditions and ensure that the shrimp feel secure

with plenty of hiding spots. When conditions are right, females will carry eggs for about 30 days before

releasing tiny, fully-formed shrimp.

Raising Baby Shrimp

- Baby shrimp (also known as shrimplets) are very small and require special care. They can feed on:

- Microalgae: A natural food source present in a well-established tank.

- Crushed flakes or powdered shrimp food: Specifically designed for baby shrimp.

Common Health Issues

Cherry shrimp are generally hardy, but they can be susceptible to some health issues. Here are a few

to watch for:

Molting Problems

- Molting is a natural process where shrimp shed their exoskeleton. Stress, poor water quality, and

lack of calcium can lead to molting issues. Ensure that the water conditions are stable and provide

calcium supplements if needed.



Infections and Diseases

- Look out for signs of disease, such as discoloration or lethargy. Maintaining good water quality and a

stress-free environment is crucial for prevention.

Conclusion

Caring for cherry shrimp can be a rewarding experience for aquarists of all levels. By ensuring optimal

tank conditions, providing a balanced diet, and monitoring their health, you can enjoy the beauty and

activity of these colorful creatures in your aquarium. With the right care, your cherry shrimp will thrive,

and you may even witness the joy of breeding them in your home. Remember to regularly check water

parameters and keep their environment clean and enriched with plants and biofilm for the best results.

Happy shrimp keeping!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the ideal water parameters for cherry shrimp?

Cherry shrimp thrive in water with a temperature between 70°F and 78°F (21°C to 26°C), a pH of 6.5

to 8.0, and a hardness of 4 to 8 dGH.

How often should I feed my cherry shrimp?

Feed cherry shrimp small amounts 2-3 times a week, ensuring they consume all food within a few

hours to prevent water contamination.

What is the best substrate for cherry shrimp tanks?

A fine, dark substrate is ideal for cherry shrimp as it encourages foraging and enhances their



coloration. Soil substrates that promote plant growth are also beneficial.

Can cherry shrimp live with other fish?

Yes, cherry shrimp can coexist with peaceful fish species, but avoid aggressive or large fish that may

see them as food. Ideal tank mates include small tetras and rasboras.

How can I tell if my cherry shrimp are breeding?

Breeding cherry shrimp is indicated by the presence of female shrimp carrying eggs under their tails,

which appear as small green or yellow dots.

What plants are best for a cherry shrimp aquarium?

Live plants like Java moss, Anubias, and water sprite are great for cherry shrimp tanks as they provide

hiding spots, algae growth, and improve water quality.

How do I maintain water quality for cherry shrimp?

Regular water changes (about 10-20% weekly), using a good filtration system, and monitoring

ammonia, nitrite, and nitrate levels are essential for maintaining water quality.

What are the common diseases affecting cherry shrimp?

Common diseases include bacterial infections, shell rot, and parasitic infestations. Maintaining optimal

water conditions and a balanced diet can help prevent these issues.

How can I encourage cherry shrimp to molt successfully?

Provide a calcium-rich diet and ensure stable water parameters to encourage healthy molting. Avoid

sudden changes in water chemistry, which can stress the shrimp.
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